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Ro 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Why do we suffer and what is this suffering about? In Romans 8:17, suffering with Christ means that those who are children of God, and therefore heirs, will also experience suffering, just as Christ did. As I thought on this; do you think Jesus suffered just being in this human body. Don’t we suffer in this human body. As a believer in this world, we face either the spiritual that is of Christ or the evil that is of the devil. We do not ride the fence. We either fall one way or the other, so to speak. That is why we suffer. It is because this world is not our home. In this world there are so many things against us. As believers, we can’t even see into the spiritual realm of the things that try to work against us. We suffer because as believers many things are against us. We must realize that. It was the same when Christ walked this earth. We go through some of the same experiences because of life here on earth. The suffering that I am talking about is not self-inflicted suffering. It is suffering like a fish out of water. We don’t belong here. 

Paul said, Php 3:20 For our conversation (citizenship) is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: The suffering that believers experience is also the battle and the warfare of the evil that is coming against us. The world hates us. Jesus said in Joh 15:18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. What does He mean by the world hates. It isn’t necessarily people but the wickedness that is here in the world. It is a spiritual battle. Re 16:14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. This is a day that is coming, but it is here right now making war on believers and for this we suffer. We suffer as we know, reckon, and yield to working of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We lived with that old nature long before we received the new nature of Christ and there is a war going on and we suffer. 2Co 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. Our suffering is one of hope and resilience. The Lord encourages believers to view their trials not as punishments but as opportunities for growth, fellowship with Christ, and anticipation of eternal glory. 

Instead of the peace of God ruling our heart, unrest occupies its throne. Instead of quietness within, there is turmoil and resentment. Instead of “giving thanks always for all things unto God” (Ephesians 5:20), the soul is filled with unkind thoughts and feelings of why is God letting this happen? This is cause or anguish unto the renewed heart of the believer; it is a struggle against the evil as the Christian battles to overcome. Then it is that the afflicted one who cries out, “Why standest Thou afar off, O Lord, why hidest Thou Thyself in times of trouble?” (Psalm 10:1). The Lord comes to us and says: Let not your heart be troubled (John 14:1). So what are we to do when we are overcome with the suffering. Jude 21 says; Keep yourselves in the love of God. In other words, Keep yourself in the sunshine: the sun shines whether we enjoy it or not. So God’s love for His people abides unchanging, but how few of us keep themselves in the warmth of it. How do we do that? In His word is the light that He has provided for us. The saint is to be “rooted and grounded in love” (Ephesians 3:17); “rooted” like a tree in rich and fertile soil; “grounded” like a house built upon a rock. 
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Note that both of these figures speak of hidden processes: the root-life of a tree is concealed from human eyes, and the foundations of a house are laid deep in the ground. No one sees what God is doing within the heart. Therefore, it should be with each child of God: the heart is to be fixed, nourished by the love of God. We are also suffering because we can’t see everything that is against us. But it is the love of God that covers us. Who shall separate us from the love of God! We must believe that! There is a shared suffering that is a requirement for ultimately sharing in Christ’s glory. We must look at scripture to tell us what this suffering means. Many look at one scripture and come up with a meaning and that sometimes is not what scripture tells us. So, Paul tells us to use scripture to explain the meaning of these sufferings. Ro 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. Here is the key that Paul tells us; sons of God. We see in verse 13 and 14. “If by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, (these ungodly fleshly desires) you will live. For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” So, one of the things the Holy Spirit does is to show us that you are the child of God. 

And the Holy Spirit is leading us, that is, He leads us into war with sin and the evil so that by His power we put to death the deeds or the sin of the body. Then we see verse 15 that the Spirit gives rise to the cry “Abba, Father!” “We have received a spirit of adoption (or placing) as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” Notice the words “by which.” This is the work of the Holy Spirit. When believers in Jesus find this rising in our hearts which is the cry, “Abba! Father!” This is the testimony of the Holy Spirit that we are the children of God. He wants us to believe that. Paul tells us of this in relationship to 1Corinthians 12:3. There Paul says, “No one speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus is accursed’; and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.” In other words, the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit when we cry, “Jesus is Lord!” But that is not the only cry the Holy Spirit prompts in our hearts. Another is, “Abba! Father!” In other words, the Holy Spirit produces two profound changes in us toward God: One is a humble character of submission: Jesus, the Son of God, is my Lord, my Master; I am his subject; he is my ruler, my sovereign. 

And the other is the joyful, bold, childlike character of confidence: God is my Father. Jesus is my Lord! That is the humble, hope-filled cry of the Holy Spirit-indwelt Christian. And out of this humble confidence, we are led “by the Spirit” to make war on sin and put to death all that does not exalt our Lord and honor our Father. Now in verse 17 Paul gives us added reason to glory over the truth that God is our Father. Clearly, Paul wants us to rejoice! You don’t tell someone spectacular news about his future if your aim is to discourage him. And verse 17 is spectacular news. Yes, it has a scary side to it. Almost all good news does. Ro 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. There are two great truths in this verse: one is that we are going to receive a great inheritance. This includes our own glorification; and the other is that we are going to have to suffer in order to receive it. What is the inheritance promised here? As we face the pleasures and the pains of what remains of our life here on earth, what are we hoping for beyond all this? Do we have a hope beyond this life that makes the present pleasures look smaller than the present pains look manageable? 
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This is what Paul had. He wants us to have it. You see it in verse Ro 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. Paul wants us to share this tremendous hope: the inheritance on the way to us is so great that it makes every trouble in life seem so small by comparison. What is this inheritance? One aspect of our inheritance is God Himself! In fact, if we said that our great inheritance was mainly the things God had made, and not God himself, we would be idolaters. Consider Romans 5:2: “We rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” In other words, the great joy of our hope is that one day we will see and savor the glory of God Himself. We cannot think that His glory is something different from God Himself. Then consider Ro 5:11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. We also glory in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. It is we glory in God! Not the gifts of God. And not even in the glory of God, but in God. Ps 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion forever. This is our great inheritance: the Lord himself! If the Lord Jesus is not precious to us, we are a stranger to our inheritance! Some teach that, you see there, it is because we have all the provisions that God has given us. It is true that we have all the wonderful provisions of God, but it is because of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  If we love His gifts, think on how wonderful the giver Jesus Christ is. And think what an insult it is to take a gift from someone’s hand and delight in it more than you delight in the giver. God Himself is our portion. We were made for Him. And all the good things that he has made for us are meant to reveal more of Him and send our hearts singing to God. Then there is another aspect of our inheritance found in Romans 8, which is our redeemed and glorified bodies which we will study tonight. So, what does it mean that we must suffer with Christ in order to be glorified with Him? Our glory with Him; our inheritance is conditional upon our suffering with Him. Jesus said in Luke 9:23: “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” What did Satan tell Jesus? 

You don’t have to go to the cross. Satan said, I will give you everything. This is the same thing that Satan is telling us. You don’t have to take up his cross. You don’t have to suffer. That is what much of the teaching todays says: You have everything , you don’t have to do anything. You don’t have to Know, Reckon, or Yield! Paul said in 2 Timothy 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” Paul said in Heb 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons.” Peter said in 1Pe 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. To the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also when He reveals His glory you may rejoice with delight. The plain truth is: No pain, no gain. No cross, no crown. No suffering, no inheritance. That’s the way it is. And if you ask, What kind of pain? Is it just persecution he’s talking about? Or is it other miseries we face in this life? I will answer from Romans 8 and that it is all the groaning that comes with the futility of this fallen age; the persecution, calamity, disease, death. It is any suffering that we meet on the road to heaven and endure by trusting in Jesus. 

Page 4
It is any hardship that might destroy our faith and lead us away from God. We will read Romans 8:18–25 and see this for ourselves. Ro 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. 20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, 21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. Ro 8:19 For the earnest expectation of the creature (means all creation) waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. When Christ’s reign as King of kings begins, Isaiah spoke of the lion laying down with the lamb. This will be manifest during the millennial period. The expectation of all creation waits for the manifestation of the sons of God. 

God will reveal His glory in born-again Christians. He is going to glorify us. Then that is going to trickle on down to glory, the expectation of creation that God made. Ro 8:20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, (creation was caught in the fall of Adam, not willingly or by choice) but by reason of him (God) who hath subjected the same in hope, *** Yes God reduced them to vanity but God also renewed or presented the hope that is Christ Jesus for us and then creation is going to be a part of that. Ro 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. **** Today look at how much creation kills one another. But this means the lion will lay down with the lamb. He will not eat the lamb any longer. It is that of the creature, ourselves, and the Holy Spirit that groan for a perfect state. The groan of travail and pain even the animal world is screaming in pain because of the fall. Then we ourselves groan within ourselves, which have the infilling of the Holy Spirit. We are waiting for the adoption or we are waiting for the glorified body that we will have like unto His own body. This is suffering!

We know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. We don’t always pray as we ought why? Because our tendency is to pray in such a fashion as to deliver us from suffering and pain and that is only natural. Elijah did that. He prayed that God would take His life, but that wasn’t God’s purpose. We know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God actually goes beyond our human emotions and He prays even with groanings which cannot be uttered. It means that we can’t put these things into words. Even our minds cannot assimilate them. But the Holy Spirit is still praying which are just like groanings within us, but God understands. Ro 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. Look at the pain and the screaming that goes on in the animal world all because of the fall. Then Paul says this next verse. Ro 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, (this firstfruit of the Spirit is the infilling of the Holy Spirit) even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.*** One day it is going to be shown outwardly that we are Christians. 
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Today it is the Holy Spirit bearing witness with our spirit but one day Christians are going to look like Christians, because they are going to be glorified like unto Christ in one degree or another. Ro 8:24 For we are saved by hope: (It is the hope of glorification and deliverance from this body. 1Thes 5:8) but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? *** If we had our glorified bodies, we would not be hoping for one. So, we hope that that day will come quickly. Ro 8:25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it. *** We continue in hope and living our lives unto the Lord because of hope. Ro 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. *****How does the Holy Spirit help our infirmities? By giving us hope. We must let the Holy Spirit come into our lives and speak hope to our lives because these are very depressing times. They are very discouraging times. They are times that can bring us to the brink of disaster and yet the Holy Spirit delivers us and He helps our infirmities by giving us and making this hope real in our lives and not just hope of a glorified body, but hope that God is going to sustain us even in this present day. This next part is how He gives us hope. 

Ro 8:27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,(why?)  because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. *** That is how the Holy Spirit prays within us according to the will of God and not according to our own human emotion. Now did God come down to Elijah and smack him up the side of the head and tell him, why don’t you straighten up and fly right sonny? No! God ministered to him and fed him. He continued to work His purposes in his life, but I am sure that Elijah was so glad that God didn’t answer his emotional plea to die because sometime after that, God took him to heaven without even dying at all. So, I think one day you and I will probably be able to look back and to a degree we can already look back on our own life and say Lord I am glad you didn’t answer some of the prayers the way I prayed them. One day we will be glad that God did not answer our emotional cries, but instead it was by the power of the Holy Ghost and He answered that. Then we come to v28 and it is no accident that v28 follows this prayer of the Holy Ghost. Many a believer loves the world and the flesh more than they love the Lord. Can the promise of verse 28 be applied to their lives? No! 

It is because of the Holy Spirit’s prayer in V 26 and 27 that we know all things work together for our good. Again, V26, 27. Ro 8:26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. It is because of these verses that we know Ro 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. Why can God work everything for our good? Because the Holy Ghost is praying for the will of God in our lives. When the Holy Spirit begins to pray in our lives that is when all things work together for good. We don’t always see it. The key here is to them that love God. Our love of God is going to be tested again and again. To them who are the called according to His purpose. Do you know how many callings that God has? Some think it is a calling to the ministry, but we are called to more. He has called us to reign with Christ; He has called us to enjoy the very fullness and the blessings of God. There is no end to calling that God has. Who does this work together for? 
Page 6
All things work together for good and number 1 that love God and 2 to them who are the called according to His purpose. This work is a result of Divine love. To those that love God means that we have an attitude of love toward God and not an attitude of blame because things didn’t go exactly the way we wanted them to go. Because of that attitude of divine love, God has every avenue open in order to work everything for our good. The calling that God is talking about is the calling according to His purpose and it is stated in V29. Also note: those who are still abiding in a spirit of slavery, or bondage, not all things would work together. Some things work together even in them, but not all things. The doors are wide open of the good for those, who love God  and cleave to the Lord with total loving devotion. It is a term which refers to the New Creation or the Old Creation collectively. The new creation was predestinated to live in Christ and the Old Creation in Adam was to die. Ro 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

For whom he did foreknow is referring to the new creation. God knew us in Christ before we were even born in the natural let alone born again. This is what He is talking about. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son; this is what God had in mind all along. The only image that God is interested in is the image of Christ. God has not predestinated anybody to die like some may think. The predestinate that we are talking about is collective. The new creation has been predestinated to live and the old creation was predestinated to die. It is that simple. The predestination is that God chose the new creation over the old creation before he even made the old or the first creation. That is why He said we have been chosen in Christ as a new creation. We are being conformed to His image and that is what God is doing in our lives day after day. Let us create man in our image. God is creating the image of Christ within the believer day after day after day and the result is we are to be looking more like Christ more and more day after day. Then notice, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. This is Christ as the head of the new creation. 

Now Adam was created in the image of God and he was the head of the old creation and what a mess he made of that. Christ came and assumed that place as we know, He went down into death, but when He came up. He did not come up as the old Adam, but He came as the head of a new creation and we are members of that new creation the moment we believe. Ro 8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. Whom he did predestinate are those of the new creation. Because of this predestination this is what happened, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. Notice all of these are past tense because it is as good as done and that is because of His eternal purpose in Christ Jesus. The one who is justified is justified because he has been called;  and the one who has been called is called because he has been predestined; and the one who has been predestined is predestined because he has been foreknown. This is the new creation. It is because we have the life of Christ within us. Through the things Paul says, above, it is found that God did not foreknow those whom he has  not predestined. Not even all who are called are justified. For even Judas was called, but he  was not justified. But even if anyone thinks to be justified is by the very fact that we were called, and to think then that we are  already glorified is not true. The Apostle Paul says that they have made a shipwreck of the faith. Not everyone is going to share in the same glory, but every believer will have some glory. 
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Everyone who is justified by faith will experience glory. They will have a glorified body. There will be some measure of Glory. So, God can speak of this as though it has already happened. Ro 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? Paul could really say this about all the truth from Chap 1 on especially in Chap 6, 7,8. If God be for us, who can be against us? V31 introduces the last part of this chapter. What can we gather or conclude from these things and then he asks another question, If God be for us, who can be against us? The remainder of this chapter Paul spends in answering these 2 questions. So, He begins in V32. The work that He has begun, if we will but trust Him will be accomplished upon the redemption which we have in Christ. Ro 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Notice the connection between v31 and v32. If God be for us who can be against us? Then he begins to describe who God is and how God has demonstrated that He is for us and here it is, He that spared not his own Son, for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son. This is what God did for us to actually show forth that He is for us! 

He cared for us so much that He delivered Him up for us. How shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Everything from even before creation is centered in Christ. Everything that God has done, He centered around Christ. Christ is the center of all God’s purposes. How shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Paul wants us to know that Jesus didn’t just come into the world to settle the sin question. Some people never see the matchless grace that God wants to give to us after we are born again. To be released and forgiven of our sin is a fantastic and wonderful blessing, but the riches that we have in Christ Jesus are so magnificent that the comparison between just forgiveness and all of these riches, cannot be made. God has enriched us beyond our wildest dreams. So, he means that He will freely gave us all things spiritually as well as naturally. Those natural blessings that we enjoy today are because of Christ and all spiritual blessings are in and because of Christ Jesus. There is no charge that Satan, the law or man, can bring against us before God. Ro 8:33 Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. God says, don’t you dare lay a hand on my people. 

We belong to God. God is the one that justified us. So, who can say anything is wrong with the way that God chose to justify us and the way He chose to justify us, is by faith. We simply believe on what God has done. It is God that justifieth.  Paul continues to answer these questions of Ro 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? Ro 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.****What He means here is that Christ already bore the condemnation. Once you have punished a sinner, you can’t punish him for that any more. God took all of our sin and laid them upon Christ and He received the ultimate penalty of death on Him, therefore there is no more condemnation. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died; then Paul is quick to answer yea rather, that is risen again. This is how God is able to freely give us all things in Christ. Jesus didn’t just go down into death and atone for sin, but He arose as ahead of a new creation and with that resurrection, He brought all of this marvelous blessing that there is. Notice, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. ****What does making intercession for us imply?  That there might be the possibility of wrong doing on our part after we are born again. So here is Christ sitting at the right hand of God making intercession for us. There are many reasons that He would intercede for us. He is the great intercessor in our behalf in anything that we need. 
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Not just in wrong doing but in anything we need, He will intercede for us. Ro 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ***** If God be for us, who can be against us? If the love of God is for us, what or who can be against us? Paul list a number of things that might try to interrupt that blessing and that realm that God has given to us. 36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. For thy sake means here that we may be going through some of these things because of our surrender to the Lord, because we are willing to submit to Him. It happened to Christ; the reproach fell on Him. They couldn’t get to God so they took it out on Christ.  Nothing has changed. They can’t get to God so Satan takes it out on His people if he can. So, for thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. But who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Keep this thought in mind as you read v37. Ro 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. ****We must understand this. In all of the tribulation, distress, persecution, and the famine and the nakedness; in the midst of all of those situations, it is God who brings His love to us in time of such difficulties. 

Why is it so important for God to convey His love to us, and to bestow His love upon us during these times? It is because of the love of God in us that has been shown to us that we are able to conquer all of those things. If God be for us and He has shown us that He is for us, and He gives us this matchless love even in the midst of our difficulties, it is through that love that we conquer all of these things that we are going through. So rather than being separated from the love of God, we are even more forcefully joined unto the love of God. Then His love becomes a power in our own lives. So, I ask you a question. Is that not what motivated God to do everything He has done? God so loved the world! It was God’s own love. If we have that same love operating in our lives, is not that love going to cause us to conquer to? Is it not that same love that’s going to be the motivator to accomplish everything in our lives that God wants to do? So, we experience the love of God in all of these ways and it is that very love that then motivates and enables us to conquer and actually we are more than conquerors. It is not just barely getting by. Then notice Ro 8:38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We are not just talking about God’s love for us, but God’s love in us. All of these things, the trials, do not separate us from the love that God has been shown to us and in us. It becomes an intricate part of us, so then we are able to overcome any obstacles and trials, because God’s love has reached down into our hearts and the Love of God literally takes over our lives. Our entire being is actually and completely flooded by the love of God. And the result of that is that we conquer. What must it have meant to the heart of the Father when His Beloved left His Heavenly Home! It was a real sacrifice on His part. God spared not His own Son! These are melting words! Knowing full well, as He only could, what all that redemption involved in fulfilling the Law. The law was rigid and unbending, and insisting upon perfect obedience and demanding death for its transgressors. It required Justice, stern, and relentless, requiring full satisfaction, refusing to clear the guilty. Yet God did not withhold the only Sacrifice which could redeem mankind. 
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God spared not His own Son, though knowing full well the humiliation and dishonor of Bethlehem’s manger, the ingratitude of men, the not having where to lay His head, the hatred and opposition of the ungodly, the enmity and bruising of Satan. Yet He did not hesitate. God did not put aside the holy requirements of His throne, nor stop one speck of the awful curse. No, He spared not His own Son. The utmost payment was exacted; the last dregs in the cup of wrath were drained. Even when His Beloved cried from the Garden of Gethsemene, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me, God spared Him not!  Even when vile hands had nailed Him to the tree, God cried in Zec 13:7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. Here we are told why the Father made such a costly sacrifice; He spared not Christ, that He might spare us! It was not want of love to the Savior, but wondrous, matchless, fathomless love for us! Oh, marvel at the wondrous design of blessed Father. God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son. Such love passes knowledge. Moreover, He made this costly sacrifice not grudgingly or reluctantly, but freely out of love. His well-beloved Son, the One in whom His soul daily delighted. Yet, He delivered Him up; to shame and spitting, to hatred and persecution, to suffering and death itself. And He delivered Him up for us descendants of rebellious Adam, depraved and defiled, corrupt and sinful, vile and worthless! For us who like the prodigal son who had gone into the far country alienated from Him, and there we spent our substance in riotous living. Yes, for us who had gone astray like sheep, each one turning to his own way. 

For us who were by nature the children of wrath, even as others, in whom there dwelt no good thing. For us who had rebelled against our Creator, hated His holiness, despised His Word, broken His commandments, resisted His Spirit. For us who richly deserved to be cast into the everlasting burnings and receive those wages which our sins so fully earned. Yes, for us fellow Christians, who art sometimes tempted to interpret our afflictions as tokens of God’s hardness; who regard our poverty as a mark of His neglect, and our seasons of darkness as evidences of His desertion. May we never again question the love of Him who spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all. It is not God who delivered him up for all, but for us all. In v. 31 the question is asked, If God be for us, who can be against us? In v. 30 this “us” is defined as those whom God did predestinate and has “called” and “justified.” The “us” are the high favorites of heaven, the objects of sovereign grace; God’s elect. And yet in ourselves we are, by nature and practice, deserving of nothing but wrath. But yet, thank God, it is “us all” the worst as well as the best, the large debtors equally with all debtors. We must see and realize the love of God for us and love Him the same way. To conformed to his image is have the love for God more than our necessary food. Job 23:12 … I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food. Let God take all our early desire and change it for love for God. If we love someone absolutely love that person, we will never want to do anything against them. Let that love for Christ be in our hearts.

Tonight’s comments
Key Lessons from Romans 8 
1. Suffering with Christ is part of being His child.
Sharing in His suffering proves our identity in Him and prepares us for the glory to come.
2. Trials have eternal purpose.
We don’t suffer in vain—God uses hardship to shape us into the image of Christ.
3. The Holy Spirit helps us in weakness.
When we don’t know how to pray or what to do, the Spirit intercedes according to God’s will.
4. God’s love cannot be broken or lost.
No force, sin, or circumstance can separate us from the love He has poured into our lives.
5. We are more than conquerors.
Through Christ’s love, we don’t just endure—we overcome with confidence and power.
6. God Himself is our greatest inheritance.
His presence, not just His gifts, is the true reward we long for and were created to enjoy.
7. Creation and believers both groan for restoration.
The world is broken, but even creation longs for the day when God’s children are fully revealed.
8. Hope in Christ keeps us anchored.
Even when life is hard, our confident hope in future glory helps us persevere patiently.
9. God’s plan is sure and personal.
From foreknowing to glorifying, He is faithfully working out His perfect purpose in us.
10. If God is for us, nothing can stand against us.
He gave us His Son—so we can trust Him to freely give us all we need, now and forever.

