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Ro 4:1 What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? The Jews always gloried in Abraham and rightfully so, but Paul is going to use him in order to teach justification by faith, not by the law. Ro 4:2 For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. Ro 4:3 For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God,(the key to Abraham’s success, believe) and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Did Abraham believe God only one time? No! Every time we believe God righteousness is counted toward our account. There will be multiple times in our lives that we must believe God. Now what if we believe God for something and it never comes to pass? It is the faith, the believing, that is what counts it for righteousness. The pattern of v3 is exactly the same for us. Ro 4:3 For what saith the scripture? (Put your name here) believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Get this Abraham believed God and then he could act on His word even when it seemed to be untrue. That’s faith! Ro 4:4 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. The doctrine of works robs God of the glory for His grace. This is the grace age that we live in and if men glory in their works they are detracting from God’s grace. 

That is what Paul says here. If it is by our works, then it means that God has to reward us for what we did and that is not the truth of the Gospel. God gives us everything that we have on the basis of divine grace and not on the basis of our works. Get this point, Abraham lived 430 years before the law was ever given. Paul is talking about works in general even out of the goodness of your heart. We are not rewarded according to works but according to God’s grace and faith. Ro 4:5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. (faith has to have an object and that object is Christ Himself)
Paul calls two from Old Testament characters that witness the righteousness of God to us. Abraham and David! So, the question is: Who are the ones whom God justifies? It is the believer! God loves His people (us) with an everlasting love. Jer 31:3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore, with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. Paul wrote in Eph 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us. The absolute favor of God can no more consist with human merit than oil and water will blend into one.

We must also consider the opposite; under God condemnation is the very opposite of being justified. In God’s mind, for the believer, we are justified past, present, and future; justified from all eternity. Just by believing on the Lord Jesus. Joh 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. When was justifying us, passed from God to us in Christ? It was upon Jesus’ payment and performance at His resurrection. God raised Jesus up for our justification. Ro 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. Just as if I have never sinned! Just by believing! These two acts of justification, 1.Jesus paid the price for us the guilty; 2. His resurrection, the receipt that the debt was paid  were acts in God. Though these two acts concern us and are towards us, yet they are not acts of God upon us. They were performed towards us and not in ourselves. 
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These two acts existed in our Head, Jesus Christ who committed Himself for us and represented us. So, by those acts we are deeded into a right and title to justification because of Jesus Christ. 
Note this about Abraham. In Abraham’s faith, he trusted God even in the very dark. Remember in Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. Not knowing where he went is a sailor who navigates a ship, not knowing where he went is called “dead reckoning.” Sailors would rely on a combination of celestial navigation, (Stars of heaven) and compasses. This Bible is our compass. Dead reckoning was a navigation, and without it, we would be lost at sea. Navigation allowed fishermen to find their way home and trade vessels to sail safely to foreign ports. The Holy Spirit is our navigator, by way of focus on the heavenlies and the compass of the word of God. We are believers by faith made true owners and enjoyers of this estate provided by the acts of God; we were bought by the price of Christ’s blood and God raised Jesus from the grave. The resurrection was the receipt that Christ paid for us. This is immediately done at that instant when we first believed; which act (of God) is the completion and accomplishment of the former two acts that I mentioned. 

These two acts of justification, are 1. Jesus paid the price for us the guilty; 2. His resurrection, the receipt that the debt was paid  were acts in God. That is what I call the grand and famous justification by faith which the Scripture teaches so much. Refer to Ro 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. And then Ro 5:11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. And Ro 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. Paul points out that Abraham failed to find righteousness by being devout and moral. Instead, he found it when he believed in God's promise, the Seed of new man Christ Jesus. Abraham was called the friend of God not because he was such an obedient servant, but because he believed in what God said. And as that uncircumcised gentile he was pronounced righteous which means that me and you as an uncircumcised gentile can be pronounced righteous for exactly the same reason faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. God did this and said Abraham now is the Father of all that believe Jew and Gentile. We believers enter this world in precisely the same condition and circumstances as do the non-believers. 

We came into this world as the non-believer “by nature the children of wrath, even as others” Eph. 2:3. We were under the condemnation of the original sin in Adam. We were under the curse of God’s Law because of our own constant transgressions of it (Gal. 3:10). The sword of Divine justice was suspended over our heads, and the Scriptures charged us as rebels against the Most High. There was nothing whatsoever to distinguish us from those who are “fitted to destruction.” Our state was sorrowful to the last degree, and our situation perilous beyond words; But when the Holy Spirit awakened us from death, we were ready for the message of the Gospel. Again, we who believe are the ones that God justifies? Is it the holy, the faithful, the fruitful? no, the very reverse: “V5 Him that justifieth the ungodly.” What a strong, bold, and startling word is this! But what precedes: “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly.” God considers no man’s works, no man’s duties of obedience, in his justification; seeing we are justified freely by His grace. Those whom God’s mercy justifies, are not the obedient, but the disobedient; not those who have been loyal and loving subjects of His righteous government, but they who have defied Him and trampled His laws beneath their feet. 
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Those whom God justifies are lost sinners, whom we were once. We were under a loss of original righteousness (in Adam) and by our own transgressions. As unbelievers, they have no claim upon Divine blessing, and deserve the judgment of God. “Him that justifieth the ungodly.” These words cannot mean less than that God, in the act of justification, has no regard whatsoever to anything good resting upon the person He justifies. The faith which belongs to justification is said to be “counted for (or “unto”) righteousness,” it is clear that the person to whom “righteousness” is imputed, is needy of righteousness in himself. Refer to: Isa 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 

26 Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified. The promise that God gave Abraham, by believing; it was that he was counted righteous. It was in the Abrahamic Covenant. The new creation in Christ is the fulfillment of this covenant. (Refer to  Ge 15:5,6 and Gen 17:9-24). Paul calls another witness to the stand, David. Ro 4:6 Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Ro 4:7, David quoted that in Psa 32:1,2. This Psalm was written around the time of his sin with Bathsheba. David knew what it was to have his sin forgiven and it was on the basis of how God forgives us, and that is on the basis of what Christ did there at the cross of Calvary. David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God reckons righteousness apart from works. Reckon means to credit to the account. Ro 4:8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. Impute means to count to the account of. 

God doesn’t count sin to our account. David, failed to find righteousness by being the king of Israel. In the midst of his evil, he found it in Christ when he believed God. He believed that God did not require the sacrifice of animals, but a broken spirit that trusted in what God had to say about the great sacrifice that was yet to come. And so, David is called a man after God's heart.
Ro 4:9 Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. Paul is still trying to bring the Jew and the Gentile together here showing there is no difference in so far as God’s redemption is concerned. We say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. Ro 4:10 How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. Did God count Abraham righteous before or after he was circumcised. He counted him righteous before he was circumcised? Ge 12:4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. Abraham departed out of the Ur of the Chadees when he was 75 years old and he wasn’t circumcised until he was about 100 years old. Abraham walked in righteousness for 25 years before he was circumcised. 

So, it wasn’t the circumcision that made him righteous and the Jews thought so. Ro 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision,(water baptism answers to circumcision they mean exactly the same thing) a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 
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What is the sign of circumcision, it is a seal of the outward expression of the righteousness of the faith that Abraham had for 25 years since the day that God spoke to him to come out of the Ur of the Chaldees. That he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: God did this on purpose because wanted to show that Abraham was righteous before he was circumcised meaning that you do not have to be circumcised in order to be righteous. This is what the great conference in Acts 15 was all about. Do the gentiles now that they are saved do they have to circumcised by the laws of the Jew? No. Righteousness is by faith. Ro 4:12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. We believers not only have 5 senses; touch, smell, see, hearing, and taste, but we have a sixth sense; faith! Circumcision was outward testimony of an already completed inward work. Circumcision was not the means of Abraham’s justification, faith is. Circumcision, is a seal of the outward expression of the righteousness of the faith that Abraham had by believing. Abraham was not a Jew. Abraham was a gentile. He was from the line of Shem. 

He came out of the Ur of Chaldees which means. He was an Idol worshiper. The Jew did not come into being until Israel, the 12 sons of Jacob were recognized as the Jews just before they left the land of Egypt when the blood was put on the door posts. That is when God formed the nation of Israel or the Jewish nation. It actually comes from the word Judah. Abraham was not a Jew; he was an uncircumcised gentile. And as that uncircumcised gentile he was pronounced righteous which means that me as an uncircumcised gentile can be pronounced righteous for exactly the same reason faith in the Lord Jesus. That is why God did it so that Abraham now is the Father of all that believe Jew and Gentile. But who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham. This is very important. It says steps not step why? Abraham walked step after step after step of faith throughout his life. God expects the same thing for us and every time we take a step of faith or believe God, we are counted more righteous.  Ro 4:13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. (the Jews thought it was through the law. The Abrahamic covenant was given 430 years before the law was ever given. 

That is when the promises were given to Israel and they will collect on those promises not because of the law, but because God gave those promises to Abraham. Notice it is seed as of one, and not seeds as of many. Compare with Gal 3:16. That seed is Christ. This is why the Jew as well as the Gentile is blessed. We are blessed in the one seed of Abraham and that is Christ. But through the righteousness of faith, just by believing God we receive all of these glorious promises. Ro 4:14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of none effect: If by virtue of the law, a person is an heir, then faith means nothing and the Abrahamic covenant means nothing, but God gave it to Abraham by faith, not works. So, the inheritance that God gives to us does not come through the law, it comes through the righteousness of faith by Jesus Christ. Ro 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. It doesn’t matter what law it is, it worketh wrath. Any restriction that God puts will stir up man. Compare 1Tim 1:9,10. The law simply reveals that inner nature. The law when preach will convict, it can’t make a man righteous, but it will show a man to be sinful, ungodly and this is why man often flies into a rage when a restriction is pronounced. 
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The law shines the spotlight on sin and shows it to be sin. There was sin in the world long before the law. But when the law came it showed sin to be sin. Compare with Ro 5:13 Ro 4:16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; (faith and grace go together, faith and works do not go together) to the end (this is what God had in mind) the promise might be sure to all the seed; (the only requirement is just to believe the promise. We don’t have to do any great feat, just believe) not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,(meaning all Jew and Gentile). Then Paul quotes from the Old Testament to justify the statements that he makes which is so valuable for us. The statements that we make, we must be able to back them up with scripture in context, there is a difference. Ro 4:17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. Let’s breakdown Ro 4:17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) ( there is only one Jewish nation, so if it is nations they have to be Gentile nations) before him (God) whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. 

Paul introduces a basic principle of redemption and faith and that is faith must believe. There is no substitute for it; no alteration of it; there is no detracting of it. Faith must believe the God of resurrection. James says believest that there is one God the devils believe there is one God. But to believe the God of resurrection, this is a real separation, so notice what Paul says, whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead. This is believing beyond initial salvation and beyond that he raised Christ up from the dead. One of the credentials of God is that He raises the dead. The first time we believe that is when He quickens us out of the dead state. We were dead in trespasses and sins and he quickened the dead. When I was born again, He quickened me out of the death state. I had to believe that He could and would do that and that He indeed did that. Then He calls those things which be not as though they were. That is a simple statement of faith because faith has to believe that which it cannot see. Some say show it to me and I will believe it. No! We must believe those things in Christ that we cannot see. So, He calleth those things which be not as though they were.

Ro 4:18 Who against hope (natural) believed in hope (spiritual), that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. In order for Abraham to have this, he had to have a son and Sarah was barren so God quickened the dead. Natural hope was gone, but hope in Christ; hope is the resurrection life. As well if we go by the way of the grave, we want to be resurrected. Now Abraham got together with Hagar and he had an heir, but that was not the promise seed. Notice what happened in v19. He was strong in faith because he believed. Ro 4:19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: Abraham proved that he could have children because he had Ishmael through Hagar. But what did God do? He waited until Abraham’s body was also dead. He was about a 100 years old. His body could no longer produce seed. #1 So, through faith Abraham considered not his own body now dead when he was about 100 years old. #2 he did this by faith neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb. Now her womb had been dead all of her life. Now here she is at 90 years old which defies  reasoning, but it is God that quickeneth the dead. So#1 he did it by faith He quickened Abraham’s dead body and #2 he did it by faith He quickened Sarah’s dead womb. 
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This verse is a reminder of God's faithfulness and the need for believers to trust in His promises, even when they seem difficult to grasp. Ro 4:20  He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; # 3 He had the promise for 25 years. He had to go through that for 25 years. Even if we do not realize what we are believing God for, if we believe God, we still get the credit for the righteousness. So, for all of those 25 years that Abraham believed God, God did not wait until Isaac was born, and say you can have the righteousness, he got the righteousness for believing God. And he believed God multiple times during that 25 years before Isaac ever came along. Then even after Isaac was born Abraham had to believe the God that quickens the dead. Why? Because God told him to take Isaac up on Mount Mariah and I want you to kill him. In God’s reckoning, Abraham actually did that and God credit it to him for righteousness because he believed that God would raise Isaac from the dead. #4 he did it by faith He was strong in faith. Compare with Ge 17:17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 

This is the time when God told Abraham that he was going to have a son about this time next year and (#5 he did it by faith)Abraham fell on his face and laughed. That was not laughing in unbelief. I believe it was sheer joy and I think this is what Paul meant when he said that Abraham was strong in faith, giving glory to God in v20; #6 he did it by faith Ro 4:21 And being fully persuaded that,( #7 he did it by faith) what he had promised, (#8 he did it by faith) he was able also to perform. These are 8 wonderful things that Abraham did just because of his faith. Abraham was fully persuaded. Fully persuaded means completely assured; most surely believe. Vs 20 said strong in faith giving glory to God. We can only give God the glory to the extent we are fully persuaded. What is the glory of this world? It is to be somebody; president or leader of this or that. But the ultimate glory of God is that we grow into Him as ful overcomers; to rule and reign with Him. We are His masterpiece. Ro 4:22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Every time he believed God it was imputed to him for righteousness and not just when he came out of the Ur of Chaldees

Ro 4:23 Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; 24 But for us also,(this means that we can follow the same pattern that Abraham did)(can we believe God to quicken the dead at various points in our lives when we need a quickening power) to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; If we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Do we believe the God that quickens the dead? V23 and 24, we have the word imputed. We can refer to Ro 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith. This word imputed is that we have been sealed with the seal of righteousness. That is God’s DNA that we have as believers. That is now our DNA as believers. 

From 4:17- 25 is a powerful sermon or two that can be preached on the quickening power of God. 25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. Here is the key of why we must believe that God raised Christ from the grave. If Jesus had gone to the cross and died, He could have atoned for all of those sins we did, but we would have been left right back in the Garden of Eden to do it all over again. 
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But when God raised Him from the grave then He acquitted us (Declared us innocent) from sin itself, because when God raised up Christ from the dead, He raised us up also in newness of life. It was because of the resurrection that now God quickens us with the new nature. That is what it means to be born again. Wherein we were dead in trespasses and sins, God who quickens the dead quickened me with the life of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Refer to 1Co 15:17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. This is the love of God that He did it this way. That Jesus was raised again for our justification. Secondly, Jesus was raised again for our justification. We get this by Ro 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 

It was by the Holy Spirit that He shed the love of God abroad in our hearts. Christ died and carried the burden of our sin. 1Pe 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. Jesus was raised and exalted to the right hand of God and He appears in the presence of God for us interceding. Heb 9:24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us. Jesus’ work on the cross for us has the Divine approval of the Father, that we for whom He suffered are completely justified. 

The difference between Justification and Regeneration:
At the new birth justification is a governmental act granted by God as Sovereign (supreme authority). Regeneration is a personal act granted by God as a Father. In Justification we are pardon by Divine Justice. Regeneration is a birth by Divine love. Justification is the result of the death of Christ and resurrection in our behalf. Regeneration is being born of an incorruptible seed; the word of God. Both justification and regeneration occur at the same time. Justification gives the sinner a new standing forever a son; justified and accepted in the beloved, blameless before God in love; (but not sinless). Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: The new birth gives us a new nature that can’t sin. It is Christ’s own life. Romans 4 highlights faith as the foundation upon which God establishes a righteous relationship with us and each other. Faith is the path to righteousness.

Comments from tonight’s Bible Study:
Key Lessons from Romans 4 
1. Faith—not works—makes us righteous
• God credits righteousness to those who believe, not to those who try to earn it.
2. Faith must be active and continuous
• Like Abraham, our lives should be marked by repeated steps of faith, not a one-time belief.
3. God justifies the ungodly
• His grace is extended to sinners—and transforms them by faith.
4. Righteousness is not religious acts
• Abraham was righteous before circumcision. External rituals don’t save—faith does.
5. Faith in God’s resurrection power is essential
• We must believe not only in God's existence but in His power to raise the dead, as shown in Jesus' resurrection.
6. Belief connects us to the promises of God
• As Abraham’s spiritual children, we inherit God's promises through belief.
7. Our past doesn’t disqualify us
• David's sins didn’t block his access to grace. God forgives, covers, and does not count sin against the one who trusts Him.
8. Faith believes the impossible
• Abraham believed despite barren circumstances. We are called to trust God even when the outcome seems naturally impossible.
9. Faith brings glory to God
• The more we are fully persuaded that God is able, the more glory He receives through our trust.
10. Justification and Regeneration are distinct yet simultaneous
• Justification gives us right standing; regeneration gives us a new heart. Both happen the moment we believe.




