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Ro 3:1 What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? Paul just drilled these moral Jews who were without Christ in Chap 2, so Paul asks this question in v1. So, the advantage is in v2 Ro 3:2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. The Oracles of God is the word of God given to the Jewish people. They had the potential to be spiritual because of the scripture; because of the word of God; so, they did have that advantage. Luke 12:48 …. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required. The Jew was held responsible for the oracles of God. We are also held responsible for the message of the grace of God that we hear? The only thing that we have to do is believe what God has said. It goes much farther than just initial salvation. God’s word will perform its work. God’s word is always going to have an effect. If a man believes, it has the effect of changing him and enlightening him, but if he refuses to believe it, it has the effect of hardening him. 2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

Ro 3:3 For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? The only thing that we have to do is believe what God has said. It goes much farther than just initial salvation by this statement; V 3 Shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? And he answers this in Ro 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. Isa 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. We can’t be neutral when it comes to God’s word. We cannot ride the fence, we will fall one way or the other. Error is deadly and mixture is deadly. The word of God is going to have an effect regardless. It is up to us whether it is mixed with faith or not whether it will have a positive or a negative effect in our lives. Ro 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. This was taken from Ps 51:4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

David uttered this during his terrible sin with Bathsheba, when he had sinned against the Lord and God pronounced judgment upon him. And David agreed with God. Notice what God said, that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear (and God is very clear in His word) when thou judgest. God is measuring us by His word and we are either going to believe that or not believe, but it does not change the message of the word of God. Ro 3:5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man). He says that he is viewing this from man’s logic. Now if my unrighteousness actually promotes God’s righteousness or commends the righteousness of God or if it glorifies God, is God unjust or taking vengeance on me for doing that if I have glorified Him? And the answer is God is just in pouring out His judgment even though our unrighteousness actually commends the righteousness of God. In Ps 76:10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain. The wrath of men will praise God, but does that mean that God is going to reward those men for having that wrath? 
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Absolutely not! Paul is saying here that if our righteousness commend the righteousness of God. God will not reward them who glorify through sinful deeds. They will get a reward but it will not be what they want. God’s standards are not going to slacken because one glorified him through their sinful deeds. This is just human reasoning and human logic and that does not stand up in God’s court. If that were true then v6, Ro 3:6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? You  see David’s sin with Bathsheba in reality glorified God, but David said, no that is not going to bring glory to me or justify me, God is very clear in His word. Solomon's birth, was not a positive outcome derived from the sin itself. The sin with Bathsheba had no benefits for David. It led to a series of negative consequences, including the death of their first son, the death of Uriah, and the lasting pain and remorse for David. While God forgave David’s sin and Bathsheba later gave birth to Solomon, the story highlights the consequences of sin and the importance of repentance, not the benefits of the sin. Ro 3:7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? Again, this is natural thinking. Some people think that the outcome and the end justifies the means, because I glorified God this can be excused. Not so!

Romans 3 begins with a question-and-answer session, as if between Paul and an opponent. Paul poses questions, much like those that are taking issue with what Paul wrote in Romans chapter 2. This opponent asks what advantage there is to being a Jew, if the law can't keep individual Jewish people from facing God's judgment for their sin. Paul insists there is an advantage to Israel, as a nation, in that they have been given the oracles; the Word of God. He then shows that God remains faithful to Israel in spite of her faithlessness. In fact, Israel's unrighteousness only serves to further prove God's righteousness. That does not mean, of course, that God wishes for people to sin more and more to make Himself as God look better. Ro 3:8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just. We have been accused of that because we preach divine grace. We do not bring the hammer of judgment down on people. Some claim we teach that we can sin all we want to and it is alright. That is not the truth of the grace message. In Ro 6 says that there is only one place where we dwell that we cannot sin and that is in the realm of divine grace. 

Let us do evil, that good may come? ( Paul says) whose damnation is just. All will be measured by the merits of God’s word. Today, the Gentiles may still boast in their morality and goodness, while the Jews continue to boast of the law; yet God says of both in Verse 9. They are all under sin. Ro 3:9 What then? are we (Jews) better than they(Gentiles)? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; God leveled the playing field for all men. The Jewish nation was chosen but in so far as sin is concerned, and in so far as redemption and in so far as righteousness, and in so far as the promises of God, God leveled the field of them all. So, there is not one that has the advantage over the other. Paul's non-visual questioner asks if Jews are better off than Gentiles. This time, Paul says no. Every single person, Jew and Gentile, is under sin. Having the law doesn't change that. Paul strings together a series of quotes from the Old Testament Scriptures to show that God's Word has always taught that all humans are sinful. He begins with "none is righteous, no, not one" from Psalm 14:1. Then he quotes several verses to show how humans have always used our bodies; our throats, tongues, lips, feet, and eyes to express our sinfulness. 
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Then Paul delivers his most damning and conclusive sentence, yet: No human being will be justified in God's sight by following the works of the law. The law brings knowledge of sin but no hope of salvation. Verses 10 through 18 are a picture of God’s view of all humanity, apart from Jesus Christ. God says this of man's righteousness. There is none righteous. Isa 64:6 describes man’s righteousness as filthy rags. Ro 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: No Jew, no Gentile or nothing in between, there is none righteous, no not one. 11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. This is a charge of the entire human race. Notice what this says. There was none that were seeking after God. There Was none that seeketh Him and they have all gone out of the way and they have all become unprofitable. V10-18 are a picture of the heart of all mankind. All of them are moral, religious, lawless, and there is not a spark of good in any of them. No matter how moral a person might appear to be, or the benefit they would be to charities, all of these things that men desire, there is not one bit of good in the old creation.

There is absolutely not one thing good in unregenerate unsaved man. Ro 3:13 Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: V13 and 14 tell us of their evil hearts because out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. Asps is under their lips, identify them with serpents. Compare with James 4:6-8. They utter all of these things because of the corruption that is in their heart. Ro 3:15 Their feet are swift to shed blood: 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways: V15 and 16 deal with their works that people put on display which is rooted in that old fallen Adamic nature that we are possessed with. Ro 3:17 And the way of peace have they not known: (because they do not know the Prince of peace. They do not have peace with God because they are enemies of God) 18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. (no reverence of God before their eyes. There is no respect; they will not bow down before Him) V17 and 18 deals with their attitude. 

Ro 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: (the law was given to the Jew and the law is speaking to the Jew and it is giving its message to those that are under it) (then Paul tells us why the law was given; the little word, “that” the law is going to demand a certain result; the law was sent for a purpose and that purpose is going to be realized and here it is ) (God gave the law and put those under the law that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.) God never gave the law to make man righteous. God gave the law to show all men guilty before God. So many today even after being saved think the law was given to make them righteous. The law cannot make a man righteous. The law can only make men guilty before God. Then there is a conclusion after all of this in v 20 when he says therefore. Ro 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. Men are justified by the deeds of the law in man’s sight all the time and the Pharisees used that constantly. That is what they pointed to and it was the law that put them up on a pedestal head and shoulders above everybody else. That was Saul of Tarsus before he became Paul, the littel because of the law, but you see it was not in God’s sight that that happened, it was in man’s sight. For by the law is the knowledge of sin. Paul goes on in this same verse in Ro 7:8 and 9 after he was a Christian. 
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Romans 7 is a testimony of Paul after he was born again not as a sinner and Paul said I had not known sin, but by the law. He said this as a Christian. Paul was still trying to keep the law in order to be righteous and God had to show him that that is not the way it is to be done. Sinner or Saint, you cannot make yourself righteous by the deeds of the law. Ro 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; But now (after Christ has come) (what happens after the Law, because it cannot bring forth righteousness) the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; God proved by the law that man could not be righteous. So, He sent Christ into the world to do what the law was unable to do. The righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; This means that God manifested the righteousness in his people without the deeds and the efforts of the law, because the law has proven that it cannot produce righteousness. And God has left Himself two witnesses. The first witness is the law and the second one is the prophets. Both of these witnessed to the righteousness of God which He has produced in Christ Jesus. The law which miserably failed to produce righteousness is yet a witness that God provided that righteousness through His Son Jesus Christ.

Finally, Paul turns to the point of his letter to the Christians in Rome. The law can never justify us, but Paul reveals that there is a way to be declared righteous in the eyes of God apart from the law. It is available through faith in Christ for all who believe. True, all have sinned and fall short of being able to participate in God's glory. But we can be justified and declared righteous before God through God's grace as a gift. This is something we could never earn. Salvation is possible through the atoning sacrifice of Christ's blood when He died on the cross to pay for our sin. God is the one who put Christ forward to be sacrificed in this way to show His own righteousness. Our sin must be paid for. God's just anger must be satisfied, and it was satisfied in Christ's death. That allowed God to become not the executioner but the justifier of everyone who has faith in Jesus Christ. Ro 3:22 Even the righteousness of God (how much more purer than the righteousness of God can you have.) which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: The only way to get this righteousness is by faith of Jesus Christ. You can work until the cows come home and it will not accomplish one thing, but you can believe God, just that simple act of faith and that will produce the righteousness of God and then it is unto all and upon all them that believe. 

Does that sound like God chose some to believe and some not to believe? No! The key is them that believe. How simple it is to only believe and you can have the righteousness of Christ and there is no difference with any man or woman. Ro 3:22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: How does faith justify a sinner in the sight of God? Faith justifies a sinner in the sight of God, not because of good works, or the fruits of good works, but it is by faith which we have received. We apply the wonderful gift of grace by faith in Christ and His righteousness. Faith is not the substance of our justification. Faith is simply the hand that reaches in belief of God’s word and receives the Divine gift of grace offered to us in the Gospel. Ro 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Even the cutest baby has the seed of sin and they will  manifest the old nature soon enough. Ro 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: The word justified is a very important and interesting word. 
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It means to render just or innocent and it means to acquit. That doesn’t mean to be cleared of a sin, but it means to be cleared of the very nature of sin with which we were born with from our natural parents. God cleared us of the very nature of sin and this is why Paul says if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation, not that he has a new creation, but he is a new creation in Christ. This is much more than just forgiveness of sin and it is not parole and not a suspended sentence. Justification means that we are innocent of all charges. That is what faith in Jesus Christ will do for us. We are justified freely by his grace and that is where Paul says in Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. Through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, is the detail of how God did this. God didn’t just say I gave them my law and they could not keep it so I might as well excuse it and move on. That is not what God did. He could only justify us because the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Somebody had to pay the price. God said there in the garden Ge 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Adam and Eve went on living but make no mistake there was death that day because God slew the animals. 

With those animals and the shed blood, He clothed Adam and Eve. It was a type of Christ who died in Eden that day. It was Christ who took the penalty. This is how God justifies us because Christ stepped forward and said I’ll take the penalty for all their sin and I will completely forgive them which is exactly what He did. It is more than just forgiveness so that we can go out and do it all over again. Ro 3:25 Whom God (Christ) hath set forth to be a propitiation (means an atoning victim) through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; God said that somebody is going to have to pay the price and that was Christ who paid the price with His death. There had to be a victim here through faith in His blood. Then Paul makes a twofold point here; to declare His (God’s) righteousness for the remission of sins that are past. If God had of let one sin go by unpunished; if He had just said well, they couldn’t help it; I am so full of mercy, I am just going to lay it aside. God righteous Government could not have stood because God said in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. God had to be true to His word. If God had just pardoned man without any basis for it accept His mercy, what would Satan have done? 

Satan himself could have come up and said listen, you forgave them; you are going to have to do the same for me and he would have been right. But, when God laid all of our sin upon Christ; when God punished Jesus for what we did, He declared His righteousness in punishing sin by pouring out all of that judgment on Christ. Now will Satan will never accept Jesus Christ? No! he will not. And Christ rejecters will not either. Men don’t go to hell because they sin, because we have all sinned and come short of the glory of God, everybody has sinned. We don’t go to hell because of our sin. There is only one reason that men go to hell and that is because they commit unpardonable sin and they do not accept Christ. Once they accept Christ then all the sin is gone. 
Ro 3:26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, ( He was just in pouring out judgment on sin)and the justifier of him( God’s righteousness went further) which believeth in Jesus. God not only forgave us our sin but just like he clothed Adam and Eve with those skins. He also clothed us with the very righteousness of Christ. We get this righteousness by faith! Just believe God. Ro 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 
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If the only thing that we have done to get the righteousness of Christ is believe, how can we boast in that? Oh boy look at my faith, scripture tells us even that is a gift of God. If righteousness was given as a reward for faith, we would have cause for boasting. Also, such a method of justification would entirely frustrate the life and death of Christ, making His great sacrifice unnecessary. It is not faith as a spiritual grace which justifies us, but it is the hand which lays hold of Christ by just believing. Peter wrote this about justification; that it is precious faith... through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Christ 2Pe 1:1. Then Paul says faith in His blood in Ro 3:25, and believers are described as receiving the atonement and receiving the gift of righteousness in Ro 5:11, 17. Therefore, it is evident that faith is represented as regarding the work of Christ, and that it is considered not performing a duty, but of receiving a free gift. Ro 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. What does it mean to be justified by faith? Faith justifies in no other way than as it introduces us by believing into a participation of the righteousness of Christ. Justifying faith is a looking away from self, a renouncing my own righteousness, a laying hold of Christ’s righteousness. 

Justifying faith consists, first, of a knowledge and belief of the truth revealed in Scripture. Second, abandoning all confidence in our own righteousness. Third, it is a trust in and reliance upon the righteousness of Christ, and laying hold of the blessing which He purchased for us. Justifying faith is the heart’s approval of the method of justification proposed in the Gospel by Christ alone, proceeding from the pure grace of God, and excluding all human merits. The question is, how can the unrighteous become righteous before God? Paul said in Ro 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. Herein we have the glory of the Gospel.  
17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. This is not demanded of sinners, but made ready for their free acceptance. It is held up by a promising God, appropriated by believing souls. This is how the unrighteous become righteous before God. But more, it is the righteousness of God because God the Father devised it from all eternity, God the Son wrought it out here upon earth, and God the Holy Spirit makes it good to us by working in us a faith which appropriates it. Ro 3:29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 

31 Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. The law is not completely set aside worthless, God forbid, we establish the law. We establish what the law came to do, to prove that man could not obtain righteousness by the law. But the law also stands as a witness that the righteousness which God reveals in us, the law can’t find one thing wrong with the righteousness of God. Could the law find any fault with Christ and His righteousness? No! Then we have that same righteousness so the law can’t find any fault with us. It is the new nature of Christ that God put in us, the very nature of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is what makes us righteous and not only imputed righteousness. It is the very nature of Jesus Christ. Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid. We can see how someone might ask, If the law doesn’t make us righteous, what good is it? In the previous part of the chapter Paul had proven that there is none righteous, no not one (v. 10); then he had said, By the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified (v. 2); then in this chapter he had set forth the Divine way of salvation which is through faith in Christ’s blood. 
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In v. 28, he sums up his argument by confirming a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the Law. In vs. 29, 30 he proves that this is true for Jew and Gentile alike. Then, in v. 31, he anticipates an objection: What about the Law, then? This was a very important question. Twice he said that justification was apart from the deeds of the Law. If, then, the Law served no purpose in completing the salvation of sinners, has it no place at all? If we are saved through faith is the Law useless? Are we to understand what Paul meant? Paul’s answer: We establish the Law. He meant that, as saved men and woman, Christians are now furnished with new and more powerful motive to serve God. It is love for God. Righteousness imputed to the believer produces in the justified one a kind and an extent of obedience which could not otherwise have been obtained because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. 

It sustains and confirms us. Our moral obligation to God and our neighbor has not been weakened, but strengthened through the Gospel. The Gospel puts law on a proper basis and establishes it on its foundation as a revelation of God’s will. We establish law;  If man is justified by faith without works, does not that do away with law entirely. It establishes the law. When a man is saved by grace, that does not make him lawless. But there is a power within us which does not destroy, but it strengthens us, and causes us to the obedience of Christ, not through fear, but through the love of God. It is the righteousness of Christ. The Gospel reveals God’s righteousness through Jesus Christ, who embodies God’s love and perfects His righteousness. God’s love is seen in His act of sending Jesus to die for humanity, a testament to His love and the seriousness of sin. This sacrifice reveals how God’s love, righteousness, and justice all work together to bring about salvation.
