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Le 8:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin offering, and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread; God commands Moses to begin the formal ordination (consecration) of the priesthood. Aaron (the High Priest) and his sons (the regular priests) must be set apart using specific items: holy garments, anointing oil, and precise sacrifices (a bullock for sin, two rams for burnt offering/ordination, and unleavened bread). Aaron is a direct type (prophetic shadow) of Jesus Christ. However, while Aaron needed garments and sacrifices for his own sins, Jesus is the sinless High Priest. The anointing oil represents the Holy Spirit; Jesus is the Anointed One (Messiah/Christ), anointed not with oil, but with the Holy Spirit without measure. Joh 3:34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. The unleavened bread represents the sinless body of Christ, the Bread of Life. As Aaron's sons were called alongside him, believers are called alongside Christ today. We do not need material oil or physical bulls because Christ provided the ultimate sacrifice. Our garments are the righteousness of Christ imputed unto us. 

Paul frequently contrasts the old Aaronic priesthood with Christ’s superior ministry. In Hebrews 5:1–5, it is noted that a high priest in the Old Testament must be appointed by God, just as Aaron was. Heb 5:5 So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee. Le 8:3 And gather thou all the congregation together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. The installation of the priesthood was not a private affair. The entire community of Israel was summoned to the entrance of the Tabernacle to witness the consecration. How it points to Christ; Jesus’s ministry, death, and resurrection were not done in secret. His presentation as the Messiah and His ultimate sacrifice on the cross were entirely public, witnessed by the multitudes, the religious leaders, and the Roman authorities. It also pertains to believers today. Our confession of faith and our identification with Christ’s priesthood is public. The church, means called-out assembly is a public witness to God's saving grace. Paul writes the public nature of Christ's work in Colossians 2:15. He writes that Jesus spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Furthermore, in Romans 10:9–10, Paul highlights that faith is accompanied by public confession: with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Le 8:4 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the assembly was gathered together unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. Moses’s obedience points to the absolute, flawless obedience of Jesus. Jesus did exactly what the Father commanded Him to do, fulfilling every jot and tittle of the Law. It reminds us as believers today that God's house must be governed by God's word, not human innovation. Paul contrasts the obedience of Christ with the disobedience of Adam. In Romans 5:19, he writes: For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. He also notes in Philippians 2:8 that Christ humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Le 8:5 And Moses said unto the congregation, this is the thing which the LORD commanded to be done. Moses is telling the people; this is not my idea; this is God’s mandate. Jesus always stated that His words and actions were not His own, but came directly from the Father who sent Him (John 12:49). For the believer, our faith and practical walk cannot rely on human tradition or cultural trends. We must follow the map that God has given us which laid for us in the Gospel and in this Bible.

Paul defended the divine authority of the Gospel message. In Galatians 1:11–12, But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. Le 8:6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water. This tells us that Christ was washed only in His identification with us. Jesus had no sin. The priest had to atone for their own sin, Christ did not.  Le 8:7 And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle of the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith. 8 And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the breastplate the Urim and the Thummim. 9 And he put the mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, did he put the golden plate, the holy crown; as the LORD commanded Moses. Every layer of this clothing reflects the character of Jesus, our High Priest. The fine linen represents His absolute purity. The girdle/sash represents His role as the ultimate Servant. The ephod, woven with gold, blue, purple, and scarlet, displays His royalty, divinity, and sacrificial heart. Unlike Aaron, Jesus didn't just wear righteousness; He is righteousness.

As regular priests serving under our High Priest, we believers are called to clothe ourselves spiritually. We do not wear physical ephods, but we are commanded to put on the armor of light and the character of Christ. In Romans 13:14, Paul writes: But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh. In Ephesians 6:14, he references the priest's belt: Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth. Just as Aaron carried the names of Israel over his heart, Jesus carries us on His heart continually before the Father. Jesus is intimately acquainted with and deeply loves His people. The Urim and Thummim were sacred objects used by the High Priest of Israel to determine God’s will in matters of importance. Urim translates to Lights. Thummim translates to Perfections or Truths. Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God’s will. He is the true Light and absolute Perfection. The Bible does not give a physical description of the Urim and Thummim. Exodus 28:30 says they were to be put in the breastplate of judgment. They were small objects: Most likely two stones, gems, or tablets made of bone or wood. They were kept in a pouch and the High Priest wore an ornate breastplate adorned with 12 precious gemstones. 

This breastplate was folded over to create a pocket or pouch, and the Urim and Thummim were kept inside, right over the High Priest’s heart. The Urim and Thummim acted as a divine lot-casting system to get a yes or no answer from God when Israel faced major crises (like going to war or identifying a hidden sinner). Jewish traditions suggest two main theories on how they worked:  The Casting Theory (Most Probable): One stone represented Yes (or favor/light) and the other represented No (or guilt/innocence). The High Priest would pray, reach into the pouch, and pull one out. If he pulled out the Urim, it meant one answer; the Thummim meant the opposite. If both were pulled out and disagreed, it meant God was silent (as happened to King Saul in 1 Samuel 28:6). 1Sa 28:6 And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. Examples of Use: God told Moses that Joshua must stand before Eleazar the priest, who would inquire for him after the judgment of Urim before the Lord to know when the nation should march (Numbers 27:21). Then they were likely used to divide the Promised Land among the twelve tribes (Joshua 18). Then King David frequently asked the High Priest Abiathar to bring the ephod (which contained the breastplate) to ask God whether he should pursue his enemies (1 Samuel 23:9–12). 

The Urim and Thummim disappeared after the reign of King David, and they were completely lost after the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and Solomon's Temple in 586 BC. When the Jews returned from exile to rebuild the temple, Ezra and Nehemiah noted that certain difficult decisions had to be put on hold till there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim (Ezra 2:63). The physical objects were gone. Paul explains that we no longer need physical tokens or external lots to hear from God. We have been given two things that fulfill the ultimate meaning of Lights and Perfections. We have the Holy Spirit. Paul writes in Romans 8:14: For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. And we have the Complete Word of God: The Scriptures provide the perfect, complete light we need. Paul tells Timothy that the Scriptures are completely sufficient to equip us for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17). We can rest in the security that our names are written on the heart of Jesus. We no longer need to cast lots or use physical objects like the Urim and Thummim to know God’s will, because we have Christ's word and His Spirit. Jesus is standing before God, bearing us on His heart. Le 8:10 And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was therein, and sanctified them. 

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all his vessels, both the laver and his foot, to sanctify them. The Tabernacle was the dwelling place of God on earth; Jesus is the ultimate Tabernacle (John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt or (tabernacled) among us,). The anointing of the Tabernacle and the altar represents how Christ's entire life, ministry, and sacrifice were completely saturated, validated, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Believers today are now the tabernacle of God! Just as the physical tabernacle and its tools were anointed and set apart for holy use, we have been anointed by the Holy Spirit to serve God. Le 8:12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify him. This tells us of Christ being anointed as the High Priest. The word Christ literally means The Anointed One. While Aaron was anointed with physical oil, Jesus was anointed directly by the Holy Spirit at His baptism (Matthew 3:16–17) to begin His public ministry. God did not give Him the Spirit by measure (John 3:34); it was poured out limitlessly.  Because the oil was poured on the head of Aaron type of Christ and flowed down to the skirts of his garments, the anointing naturally flows onto us, who make up the Body of Christ. 

We share in Jesus anointing. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:21, Paul connects Christ's anointing directly to us: Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God. Le 8:13 And Moses brought Aaron's sons, and put coats upon them, and girded them with girdles, and put bonnets upon them; as the LORD commanded Moses. These sons represent the sons of God that come into the priestly ministry. This is not just for a few but this is for all. Anyone can be a priest if we want to enter into that place of fellowship with God. Many affective priests or ministers know how to get the mind of God by being on their knees. They know how to pray and intercede for others, and get the mind of the Lord and they know how to worship God. This is what makes up a priest, they know how to offer the offerings unto God and offer Christ. Le 8:14 And he brought the bullock for the sin offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon the head of the bullock for the sin offering. This tells again of identification, Christ identified with our sin and we recognize that today. We lay our hands upon the sacrifice and realize that He took our place. Le 8:15 And he slew it; and Moses took the blood, and put it upon the horns of the altar round about with his finger, and purified the altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, and sanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it.

The physical altar had to be purified with blood before it could be used to reconcile man to God. Jesus is both our Sacrifice and our Altar. His blood was shed to completely cleanse the heavy weight of our sins. The application of blood to the horns demonstrates that there is supreme power in the blood of Christ to save, protect, and completely wipe out the guilt of sin. When we approach God in prayer, we aren't standing on our own merits, but on the finished, purifying work of Jesus. Le 8:16 And he took all the fat that was upon the inwards, and the caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and Moses burned it upon the altar.  17 But the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire without the camp; as the LORD commanded Moses. This is one of the most literal prophetic shadows of the crucifixion. Jesus gave His hidden, inward parts; His perfect will, devotion, and soul, entirely to God on the cross. Jesus was not executed inside the holy city of Jerusalem. He was marched outside the city gates to Golgotha (the Place of the Skull) to bear the fiery wrath of God against sin on our behalf. Because Jesus suffered outside the camp, we are called to identify with Him there. This means being willing to separate ourselves from the religious worldly camp, and human approval, even if it brings reproach or rejection to us. 

Paul writes: Heb 13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. 13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.  Le 8:18 And he brought the ram for the burnt offering: and Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon the head of the ram. 19 And he killed it; and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about. While the Sin Offering dealt with the removal of guilt, the Burnt Offering represents total devotion and dedication. Jesus didn't just die to take away our bad deeds; He gave all of His life as a perfect, unreserved surrender to the Father's will. We as priests today, laying our hands on the burnt offering means we identify with Christ’s total surrender. We recognize that our Christian walk is not just about getting our sins forgiven, but about dedicating our entire lives back to God. Paul writes in Ephesians 5:2: And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God... Le 8:20 And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head, and the pieces, and the fat. 21 And he washed the inwards and the legs in water; and Moses burnt the whole ram upon the altar: it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour, and an offering made by fire unto the LORD; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

The ram is cut into pieces. The hidden parts (inwards) and the parts that walked on the dusty earth (legs) are washed thoroughly in water to remove any dirt or filth. Finally, the whole ram is burned on the altar. Nothing is kept back; it ascends to God as a sweet savour (a pleasing aroma). Every single piece of Jesus’ life was perfectly clean. His internal thoughts (inwards) and His daily walk on this earth (legs) were entirely without spot or blemish. His absolute, total consumption on the cross was a beautifully fragrant aroma of obedience to the Father. This is our blueprint for our daily service as priests. We must constantly wash our minds (inwards) and our daily conduct (legs) through the Word of God so our lives remain clean. God doesn't want 50% or 90% of us. He wants the whole ram, and complete surrender of our talents, time, and hearts. We are washed by the water of His word. Leviticus 8:22–25. This passage introduces the second ram, known specifically as the Ram of Consecration (or ordination). The unique application of blood to the ear, thumb, and toe is one of the most vivid and practical pictures of holiness in the entire Old Testament. The priests were consecrated. 

Putting the blood on the tip of the right ear tells us that the blood consecrates our hearing unto God. This is the first thing that he must do in order to bring us into a place of real fellowship and priestly service for Himself. He must teach us to hear what He has to say. Then next he put it upon his thumb which tells us that our service is consecrated unto God by the blood of Jesus Christ. Then next is the great toe of his right foot which tells us that our walk is consecrated unto the Lord by the blood of Jesus. Le 8:23 And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the tip of Aaron's right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot. 24 And he brought Aaron's sons, and Moses put of the blood upon the tip of their right ear, and upon the thumbs of their right hands, and upon the great toes of their right feet: and Moses sprinkled the blood upon the altar round about. Moses takes the blood of the Ram of Consecration and applies it to three specific, points on the right side of the bodies of Aaron and his sons. The right side in Scripture represents strength, authority, and preeminence. Jesus’ ear was perfectly open to hear and obey the Father’s voice (Mine ears hast thou opened, Psalm 40:6). His hands did only the work of the Father (healing, serving, and ultimately being pierced on the cross). His feet walked strictly in the path of righteousness, straight to Calvary. 

This is the map for the Christian priest to live. The blood touches three crucial areas of our daily life: The Right Ear: What you listen to is cleansed by the blood so we can tune out the noise of the world and hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit never contradicts the Word of God. The Right Thumb: What we do is our actions, work, and ministry are sanctified by the blood. Whatever our hands touch should glorify God. The Great Toe: Where we go is our daily walk, lifestyle, and environment are consecrated. We cannot walk in places that compromise our priestly calling. Paul writes in Romans 6:13, about the ear, hand, and foot: Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God... and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. He also states in 1 Corinthians 6:20: For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. Le 8:25 And he took the fat, and the rump, and all the fat that was upon the inwards, and the caul above the liver, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and the right shoulder: The shoulder belongs to Jesus. The prophet Isaiah declared of the Messiah, and the government shall be upon his shoulder (Isaiah 9:6).

Jesus is the strong High Priest who carries the weight of His people, His church, and the entire kingdom on His shoulders. We are the priesthood today, and we are given the privilege of operating in the strength of Christ (His right shoulder) rather than our own flesh. We also share the burden of ministry by lifting up others in prayer and service. In Ephesians 6:10, Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Paul also says bearing burdens as priests in Galatians 6:2: Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Le 8:27 And he put all upon Aaron's hands, and upon his sons' hands, and waved them for a wave offering before the LORD. 28 And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on the altar upon the burnt offering: they were consecrations for a sweet savour: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD. It is not just one teaching the gospel, but as priests; we have our offering in our hand; we offer Christ unto God. This is the meaning of Ga 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. We come offering the very life of Jesus Christ. 

This is the only offering that God is ever satisfied with and this is the offering that we give today. We submit our lives completely unto the Lord that Christ may be seen in me. So we come with Christ in our hands and God accepts that offering. Le 8:28 And Moses took them from off their hands, and burnt them on the altar upon the burnt offering: they were consecrations for a sweet savour: it is an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 29 And Moses took the breast, and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD: for of the ram of consecration it was Moses' part; as the LORD commanded Moses. The Hebrew word for consecration means to fill the hands. Jesus is the only one whose hands were perfectly filled with acceptable, sinless deeds to present to the Father. The Breast was waved and it represents the seat of affection and love. By waving the breast before God, it symbolizes Christ presenting His infinite, deep love to the Father on our behalf.  As priests, our hands are no longer empty. When we approach God, we fill our hands with the praises and merits of Jesus. We are also called to love God with all our breast (heart and affections). Le 8:30 And Moses took of the anointing oil, and of the blood which was upon the altar, and sprinkled it upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his sons, and upon his sons' garments with him; and sanctified Aaron, and his garments, and his sons, and his sons' garments with him.

Jesus's work cannot be separated into just blood or just spirit. When He hung on the cross, blood and water poured from His side. He redeemed us by His blood, and He was vindicated and raised by the Spirit. Our spiritual garments which is our identity and walk must be marked by both the blood and the oil. We cannot have the power of the Holy Spirit (oil) without first being cleansed by the sacrifice of Jesus (blood). Conversely, if we are washed in the blood, we must be filled with the Holy Spirit. Le 8:31 And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil the flesh at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and there eat it with the bread that is in the basket of consecrations, as I commanded, saying, Aaron and his sons shall eat it. This speaks of the sufferings of Christ endured because of the word. In the case of the Passover, they were not permitted to boil the flesh. In Exodus 12:9, God gave strict orders regarding the Passover lamb: Eat not of it raw, nor sodden [boiled] at all with water, but roast with fire. Yet here, in Leviticus 8:31, Moses commands Aaron regarding the Ram of Consecration: Boil the flesh at the door of the tabernacle.

Boiling takes time. Israel did not have time at the first Passover; they had to be ready to march the moment the signal was given. In contrast, the ordination of the priests was the exact opposite of a hurried exit. Aaron and his sons were commanded to stay inside the Tabernacle courtyard for seven days and seven nights (Leviticus 8:33–35). They weren't going anywhere. Every detail points to Jesus's ministry. In Scripture, fire represents the judgment and wrath of God against sin.  Water acts as a mediator, it tempers the heat. The lamb roasted, shows that the Passover lamb had to absorb the full, heat of the flame. This points directly to the Cross. Jesus Christ absorbed the wrath of God on our behalf. No water tempered His suffering; He drank the cup of judgment to the very dregs. The Ram of Consecration was not a judgment offering; it was an offering of sanctification, closeness, and fellowship. When meat is boiled in a pot, the fat and juices mingle with the water, creating a rich broth. Sharing a boiled, stewed meal from a single pot was the ultimate sign of intimacy and family covenant. By boiling the meat and eating it at the door of the Tabernacle, Aaron and his sons were participating in a peace-meal with God. 

It symbolized that because the sin offering had already been made, they could now sit down at God's table and comfortably digest His goodness. Le 8:32 And that which remaineth of the flesh and of the bread shall ye burn with fire. This means that though we cannot appropriate everything we hear and everything that we learn, we judge it as being so, we burn it as being so and God appreciates that offering of Christ even though we are not able to take it all in. It is still a sweet savor to Him. Le 8:33 And ye shall not go out of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation in seven days, until the days of your consecration be at an end: for seven days shall he consecrate you. Remember that we are still dealing with the consecration of the priest. Those seven days represent the perfection of the culmination of the church age. We should remain in that tabernacle today being fully consecrated unto the Lord. Le 8:34 As he hath done this day, so the LORD hath commanded to do, to make an atonement for you. 35 Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day and night seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, that ye die not: for so I am commanded. 

36 So Aaron and his sons did all things which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses. This tells us that that there is no vacations in this particular Christian realm. It is not a time to take Christianity lightly but yield wholeheartedly unto the Lord. It must become our very life.  Yielding unto the Lord no matter the cost becomes a way of life. He is our life day and night. At the door of the tabernacle of the congregation day and night seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD and this is what we are doing right now.  Our occupation today is to abide in fellowship and keep in the word of God. Let this word work in our lives and let God consecrate us completely and entirely unto Himself. The word consecration means that He sets us apart sanctified unto Himself. Notice that ye die not: for so I am commanded which means that we will not lose in any way our lives or salvation but if we do not yield to that priestly ministry, we will come up short. 

Leviticus 8 is about what it costs to get close to God. Think of this for a moment! In the Old Testament, the priests went through a long, painful process of washings, animal sacrifices, and being touched with blood just to stand in God’s presence. But this is a beautiful picture of how much Jesus loves us. Jesus knew that our sin kept us far away from God. The Father and His Son wanted a relationship with us so badly, that Jesus stepped up and took the place of those sacrifices. He allowed Himself to be stripped, beaten, and roasted under the fire of judgment on the cross outside the city gates. He shed His own blood so that He could wash away our sins. Jesus didn’t just read Leviticus 8; He lived it out in His own body. He endured the pain of the cross for one incredible reason: so He could take us by the hand, bring us through the door, and welcome us into a permanent, loving relationship with the Father. We have been Washed, Clothed, and Chosen for this is our Journey of the Believer!
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