Leviticus 5 June 9, 2026 From Debt to Surplus; The Offering of Grace!
In Chapter 5 we have the subject of hearing and touching. All of this is outward. It is that which can be seen. It tells us of the fruit of sin which is dealt with. Jesus put the axe to the root of the tree in order that he might get rid of the fruit of sin. In chapters 1 through 4, Moses laid out the Burnt, Meal, Peace, and Sin Offerings. But here in Chapter 5, we are introduced to a new specific category often called the Trespass Offering (or Guilt Offering). While Chapter 4 focused on the Sin Offering, Chapter 5 introduces the Trespass Offering. The difference between the Sin Offering and the Trespass Offering comes down to harm, restitution, and consequences. The Sin Offering was about cleansing the person from the defilement of sin. The Trespass Offering was about repairing the damage caused by the sin. It was used when a sin caused a measurable loss; either against. God or defrauding a neighbor. Christ's death paid for both the cleansing from defilement of sin and repairing the damage caused by sin. He didn't just take away our sin nature; He paid the heavy restitution debt we owed to God’s justice. Paul says in Col 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; Jesus paid the debt (the trespass) that we could never afford to pay back.

Le 5:1 And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall bear his iniquity. Now we see the fruit of sin. Before it was in ignorance, no one could see it. It was hidden. The Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 4:25, Therefore, putting away lying, Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. Furthermore, Paul addresses the sin of staying silent about wrongdoing in the church. In 1Cor 5, the church at Corinth chose to ignore a glaring moral failure among them. Paul rebuked them for their passive silence, noting that a little leaven leavens the whole lump. In Le 5:1 if a person witnesses a situation requiring truth, but chooses to remain silent to avoid conflict or protect themselves, they become complicit. Complicit means being involved with others in the wrong activity or wrongdoing. A person who is complicit is aware of the misdeed and enables it to happen Their silence makes them bear the guilt of the iniquity. When people stay silent to keep the peace, it is false teaching which acts like leaven. God would not allow this in our chapter. It silently spreads through the congregation, normalizing a lack of repentance. 

Eventually, the entire spiritual climate of the church becomes corrupted. Leviticus 5:1 establishes a clear spiritual law: If people know the truth of a matter and choose to stay silent, they bear the guilt. Today in the church fear of conflict, protecting family relationships, or comfort and remaining silent, the congregation is actively insuring the leader's protection. Their presence and financial support validate the error which is being preached. They become partners in the deception. Le 5:2 Or if a soul touch any unclean thing, whether it be a carcase of an unclean beast, or a carcase of unclean cattle, or the carcase of unclean creeping things, and if it be hidden from him; he also shall be unclean, and guilty. Under the Mosaic Law, touching physical death or unclean animals brought ceremonial defilement. If it be hidden from him; ignorance of the law or lack of awareness did not erase the reality of the defilement. The moment a person became aware, his guilt was realized. if you touched a carcass, you became ceremonially unclean the exact moment you touched it. However, if you didn't realize you touched it, you went about your day thinking you were perfectly fine. You walked into the camp, interacted with your family, and went to worship, completely unaware that you were carrying defilement.

This is exactly what is happening to the people in that church. The leadership thinks they are fine: The leader preaching this error thinks he is delivering profound truth. People think they are safe, even though they disagree and they haven't personally spoken the false words. Their silent disagreement is complicit. The text in Leviticus says reality doesn't care about your awareness or your inner thoughts. The moment you are in contact with the unclean thing, the defilement is real, whether you acknowledge it or not. By sitting under false teaching like what Paul saw in Corinth and participating in it, they are in direct, continuous contact with spiritual decay. Why di God give this to the Israelites? This book was a map on how they were to live in this world. The key to Leviticus 5 occurs a few verses later in verse 4, which sums this up: ...and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these. The guilt becomes active the moment the person realizes what happened. They can no longer claim ignorance. People who knowingly know the teaching is wrong. The error is no longer hidden from them. They have had the moment of realization. The moment they realize they are sitting under an unclean, distorted gospel, they are required to act. 

If they know it is wrong, but choose to stay silent, sit in the pews, and pretend everything is normal for the sake of family or tradition, they are actively choosing to remain in a state of guilt. Paul warns believers in 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. When Paul says to come out from among them and be separate, he isn't just talking about staying away from atheists or criminals outside the church. In many of his letters, his warnings are about people inside the religious community who twist the gospel and lead believers astray. The false teachers would argue: If Christ paid for all our sins, and God’s grace is free, then our physical actions don't affect our spiritual standing. We don't need to strive for a holy life. Paul fiercely opposed this. In Romans 6:1–2, he asks point-blank: What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? To Paul, a true encounter with the Gospel always changes our behavior. If there is no change in our practical walk, there is a major problem with our faith. Paul also mirrors the concept of hidden sin or things done in ignorance. In Romans 7:7, he admits that he didn't fully understand his own internal sin until the Law exposed it. Light exposes what is hidden. 

False teaching operates exactly like this physical uncleanness. You cannot sit in a room week after week where error is draining the power out of the cross of Christ without inhaling that atmosphere. It normalizes the error. It dulls your spiritual reflexes. It breaks down our willingness to stand for the truth. By refusing to stand for truth, people are allowing an unclean carcass (the dead, false doctrine) to remain right in the middle of the camp. They are touching it by giving it their presence, their time, and their unspoken approval. Leviticus 5:2 says you cannot coexist with the unclean thing, know it's there, do nothing about it, and walk away clean.
Le 5:3 Or if he touch the uncleanness of man, whatsoever uncleanness it be that a man shall be defiled withal, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty. The guilt is established the moment he knows of it. Paul told Timothy in 1Ti 5:22 Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure. Le 5:4 Or if a soul swear, pronouncing with his lips to do evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be that a man shall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from him; when he knoweth of it, then he shall be guilty in one of these. 

Whether a person swore to do something good or bad but forgot or failed to do it, the misuse of God's name and the breaking of one's word incurred guilt. Paul also tells us of integrity of speech in Colossians 3:9. He writes, do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds. Paul also highlights that our words should only build up, never be thrown around carelessly: Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification. Le 5:5 And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of these things, that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing: 6 And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD for his sin which he hath sinned, a female from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his sin. Guilt requires two things for resolution: confession (taking ownership of the specific sin) and sacrifice (the shedding of innocent blood for atonement). The priest acts as the mediator to apply the sacrifice. This is the ultimate work of Jesus Christ. Jesus is both our perfect sacrificial Lamb and our High Priest. Paul writes in Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace. While Paul tells us in Ro 6:10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

Then 1John 1:9 states, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Le 5:7 And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring for his trespass, which he hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD; one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering. In this verse, God provides a pathway of grace for the poor to bring turtledoves or pigeons unto the Lord. Atonement was not reserved only for the wealthy who could afford a lamb; God adjusted the economic requirement (allowing birds) so that everyone could be cleansed. Mary and Joseph utilized this exact poverty provision when presenting the infant Jesus at the temple. Lu 2:21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; 23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) 24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. Paul also tells us of this grace in 2 Corinthians 8:9: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich. 

The gospel salvation and cleansing are freely accessible to all, regardless of status. Le 5:8 And he shall bring them unto the priest, who shall offer that which is for the sin offering first, and wring off his head from his neck, but shall not divide it asunder: 9 And he shall sprinkle of the blood of the sin offering upon the side of the altar; and the rest of the blood shall be wrung out at the bottom of the altar: it is a sin offering. 10 And he shall offer the second for a burnt offering, according to the manner: and the priest shall make an atonement for him for his sin which he hath sinned, and it shall be forgiven him. Once the sin offering dealt with the guilt of sin, the second bird was offered as a burnt offering. The burnt offering was entirely consumed by fire, sweet-smelling to God, and represented total surrender, devotion, and acceptance. The result of this two-fold process was total atonement and absolute forgiveness. The dual Work of Christ was that He did not just die to take away our sins (the Sin Offering); He died as a perfect act of sweet-smelling devotion to the Father on our behalf (the Burnt Offering). 

Paul connects this in Eph 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor. Notice the absolute certainty at the end of V10: and it shall be forgiven him. Paul tells us in Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; God declares that He has made us alive together with Him, having forgiven us all trespasses. In Leviticus 5:8–10, God provides specific instructions for the poverty provision. It is the offering of two birds (turtledoves or pigeons) instead of a lamb. These verses describe a precise, two-step process. First, the priest handles the sin offering, by wringing the neck without fully severing the head and applying the blood to the altar. Second, the priest handles the burnt offering according to the manner the established law. Some might ask why the wringing of the neck. While large animals had enough blood to be collected in bowls, a tiny bird's blood would be lost or splattered if cut with a knife. By wringing the neck without decapitation, the priest trapped the blood inside the neck cavity, allowing every precious drop to be precisely squeezed directly onto the altar without any waste. The draining of the blood at the bottom of the altar parallels Jesus' ultimate sacrifice on the cross.

He was completely emptied for us. As Paul states in Philippians 2:7, Christ emptied Himself or made Himself of no reputation, pouring out His life unto death so that our cleansing would be absolute. In extreme poverty when someone had sinned against the Lord, and they are not able to bring two turtle doves or young pigeons. The fact that God laid out such highly specific, careful rules for a poor man’s offering of two tiny birds proves that God cares about the details of the poor. He did not treat the poor man’s birds carelessly just because they weren't expensive bulls. For the Church today, this is a beautiful reminder that God deeply values the small, seemingly insignificant acts of obedience, faith, and sacrifice offered by any believer, regardless of their status in the world. Le 5:11 But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering. This tells us that salvation is so simple and so easy that anyone could get a hold of a hand full of flour. It takes such a little bit to be saved. Just believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be saved. 

Just a handful of flour of faith to be saved and that is all any of us have when we first come to the Lord.  Paul tells us that salvation does not require a lifetime of wealth, massive intellect, or grand achievements. It requires a handful of flour, just a tiny, simple act of faith. Ro 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. It is so simple that, as Paul notes in Romans 10:8, The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach. It is right within our reach, like a handful of flour. He shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense. Normally, when flour was brought as a Meal Offering, it was drenched in rich oil and covered in sweet-smelling frankincense. But for the Sin Offering, God strictly forbade it. Why no Oil? Oil in scripture often represents the Holy Spirit. But a sin offering is about the stark, heavy reality of grief over sin. No Frankincense represents beauty, fragrance, and human merit. By stripping the flour of oil and frankincense, God was saying: Do not try to dress up your sin. Do not try to make your offering look beautiful or presentable by adding your own perfume to it. Bring your need to God completely plain, raw, and unadorned. 

Le 5:12 Then shall he bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take his handful of it, even a memorial thereof, and burn it on the altar, according to the offerings made by fire unto the LORD: it is a sin offering. 13 And the priest shall make an atonement for him as touching his sin that he hath sinned in one of these, and it shall be forgiven him: and the remnant shall be the priest's, as a meat offering. In Leviticus 5:12–13, we see the conclusion of the poor man’s flour offering. The sinner brings his handful of fine flour to the priest, who takes a single handful of it as a memorial and burns it on the altar. Even though this offering contained no blood of its own, it was placed on top of the existing fire and the blood of previous sacrifices. Once again, the result is total atonement and absolute forgiveness, with the remaining flour given to the priest. The priest takes a single handful of the flour as a memorial; (a reminder that a soul is seeking mercy) and burns it. The phrase, “according to the offerings made by fire” literally means, upon the offerings made by fire. It means this flour was cast onto the altar where the daily morning and evening burnt offerings, which did involve blood. They were already burning. The flour was accepted because it rested on the foundation of an existing, blood-stained altar. The sinner doesn't throw the flour onto the fire himself; he puts it into the hands of the priest. 

Paul emphasizes that we have no direct access to God on our own merits, but only through our High Priest, Jesus. As 1Timothy 2:5 says: For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. Our simple handful of faith does not save us because of our own value, but because it is placed upon the finished, blood-bought work of Jesus. It rested on the foundation of an existing, blood-stained altar of the burnt offering. It was placed upon the burnt offering where the blood was. Paul explains in Romans 3:25 that God set forth Christ to be a propitiation through faith in his blood. Our faith connects us to the blood that has already been shed. When we first came to Christ with nothing but a handful of raw faith, God accepted it as a memorial. He marks the moment we trust Him. Paul reminds the Church that God never forgets our initial steps of faith or our acts of service. Even when our faith feels small today, it is burning on the altar before God, covered by the sweetness of Christ. In the Church today, it is easy to look at mature Christians who have lambs and bulls to offer, which may be years of knowledge, deep spiritual giftings, or large financial contributions and feel like your handful of flour isn't enough. Leviticus 5:13 levels the playing field. The Church is a place where the smallest act of saving faith grants full citizenship in the Kingdom of God. We are not partially forgiven because we started with little; we are fully forgiven because of Christ and what He did for us at Calvary. 

The final phrase in V13 is a promise signed in Heaven: it shall be forgiven him. For the believer today, when doubts creep in and the enemy reminds us of our past “touches with uncleanness” or you must look back. The High Priest, Christ, has handled our offering, the fire has consumed it, and God's word stands forever true. We are completely free. Le 5:14 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying; This verse is the division between the sin offering and the Trespass offering. This is always said when there is something new that is coming about. Le 5:15 If a soul commit a trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the LORD; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram without blemish out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering: This specific section deals with trespassing against the holy things of the LORD. This meant accidentally misusing things dedicated to God, like eating the holy showbread by mistake. The sinner had to bring a valuable ram, and its value was evaluated in silver according to the strict weights of the sanctuary. 

A trespass is fundamentally a debt; it is robbing God of what is rightfully His. Paul utilizes this language when describing our salvation. Col 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; We owed God a massive debt of worship, holiness, and honor that we withheld through our sin, and Christ came to clear the ledger. Le 5:16 And he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done in the holy thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him. Jesus did this for us. He added the fifth part more. Ps 69:4….then I restored that which I took not away. It tells us that Christ restored more unto us and to God than Adam took away. It was not enough to just say sorry or replace what was lost. The sinner had to repay the original value plus an extra fifth part. This ensured that the priest and the sanctuary actually ended up better off after the trespass than they were before the sin occurred! Jesus fulfilled this perfectly. Psalm 69 is a deeply Messianic psalm describing the crucifixion. In verse 4, Jesus says: Ps 69:4 They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away. 

Think about it: Adam’s sin robbed God of His creation and robbed humanity of its perfection. If Jesus had only brought us back to Adam's baseline, that would be simple restoration. But through the Cross, Jesus added the fifth part. Because of Christ, we don't just get an earthly garden; we get a heavenly kingdom. We aren't just innocent human beings; we are made the literal righteousness of God and heirs with Christ and joint-heirs if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together! God received more glory, and we received more blessings through Christ's redemption than if sin had never happened. Paul captures this super-abundance of the fifth part in Ro 5:20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: In these verses in Romans we have the 5 much mores. The Greek word for “much more abound” means to overflow completely. Christ's restitution didn't just break-even; it overflowed with surplus. Le 5:17 And if a soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the commandments of the LORD; though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity. 18 And he shall bring a ram without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him concerning his ignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him. 

19 It is a trespass offering: he hath certainly trespassed against the LORD. God completely dismantles the human excuse of, Well, I didn't know it was a sin, so it shouldn't count. Ignorance does not erase guilt. The moment the sinner realizes their error, they must bring the ram to the priest to secure absolute forgiveness. Paul tells us of being guilty even when we don't realize it. Before he met Christ, Paul sincerely thought he was doing God a favor by killing Christians. Yet later, he writes in 1Ti 1:13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. He didn't excuse his ignorance; he recognized it as a trespass that required the blood of Jesus. Believers today do not need to live under the fear of leaving God bankrupt due to their daily failures. We live in the surplus of Grace. When we stumble, remember that Christ has already paid our debt to God with the fifth part added. 

We are not living on a thin margin; we are wrapped in a surplus of grace. God looks at us through Christ's total payment which He paid on the cross. The cross is a bridge crossing a chasm of debt. Christ restored more than what was taken. Leviticus 5 reminds us to treat the things of God with high reverence and it tells us of the beautiful depth of God's love and grace meeting us exactly where we are. It ensures us that even the poorest soul has access to full forgiveness through a simple handful of faith. Through the unique Trespass Offering, we see Jesus Christ, who did not just pay our debt of sin, but super-abundantly added the fifth part to restore far more blessings to us and glory to God than Adam ever lost. In Christ, our practical failures are answered by an overflowing surplus of Divine Grace. This chapter doesn't just outline rules; it draws a beautiful map of an unstoppable, chasing love that refuses to leave anyone behind. Jesus did not hide His love from us. He allowed Himself to be stripped naked, beaten beyond recognition, mocked by a crowd, and hung on a cross outside the city gates. He took ultimate, public shame so that we could be reconciled to God. Yet, in the church where error is taught, people who know the truth choose to stay silent because they are afraid, or because they don't want the leader to look at them differently. 

Jesus traded His reputation to save us. Believers are trading Jesus' truth to save their own reputation. When we compromise error, we are essentially saying, Jesus, Your public shame was worth it to save me, but Your truth isn't worth me facing a little social discomfort. One of the most agonizing parts of the cross was the spiritual weight Jesus carried, crying out, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? He allowed His earthly family to watch Him die, and He bore separation so that we could be brought into the family of God. People are selecting human relationships and family comfort over the honor of the Lord Jesus. Jesus addressed this directly, and His words are sharp because the issue is so serious: He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. (Matthew 10:37). Using family as an excuse to tolerate a distorted gospel treats family as an idol. Jesus died to change our actual, day-to-day lives. He was crushed so our stubborn wills could be broken. He was pierced so our hands would stop doing evil. He rose so we could walk in brand-new, holy lives. A distorted gospel takes the blood of Jesus and tramples on it. When people allow themselves to part of it, they are complicit in cheapen the blood of Christ, acting like it's no big deal. It insults the depth of His suffering. 

This grieves Jesus; as He looks at the young people being set up for spiritual ruin, and older believers, the ones who should be protectors of the flock, standing by and doing nothing. When we think about what Jesus did for us, silence is no longer an option. True love for Jesus asks, How can I stand up for Truth and the One who gave His life for me? Paul describes the act of love of Christ in Philippians 2:7, He became as simple and accessible as that plain handful of flour. His love is for all is easily grasp by the weakest, and poorest hand. The priest used his own hands to wring the neck of the bird and drain its blood at the base of the altar. In this we see the intense, personal cost of Christ’s affection to us. Jesus stepped into judgment on the cross. His love held Him there while His body was physically crushed and His blood was completely wrung out to wash away our uncleanness. As Paul writes in Galatians 2:20, He is the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. It was a deeply personal, hands-on sacrifice driven by nothing but pure devotion and divine love for us! 
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