Leviticus 11 July 28, 2026 Guarding the Seed: Keeping Truth Pure!
Chap 11 goes into the more intricate parts of the law. They were told what they could eat and what they could wear and what to sow and which crops to plant. These have a spiritual implication in our lives as well. Le 11:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying unto them, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the beasts which ye shall eat among all the beasts that are on the earth. 3 Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat. Parting the hoof tells us of a separated walk and also balance in life. Le 11:4 Nevertheless these shall ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide the hoof: as the camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you. The New Testament makes it clear that the literal dietary laws of Leviticus 11 are no longer binding on the Christian conscience regarding what goes into our mouths. Mr 7:19 Because it entereth not into his heart, but into the belly, and goeth out into the draught, purging all meats? Col 2:16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: God used physical, everyday boundaries to teach Israel a deeper spiritual truth: true holiness requires both an upright walk in the world and an inward digestion of God's truth.

An animal could not just have one trait; it had to have both to be considered clean. Parting the Hoof (The Outward Walk) which represents separation from the world and stable, balanced footing. A divided hoof provides a firm grip on rough terrain, symbolizing a believer who walks securely, separated from sin but grounded in reality. Chewing the Cud (The Inward Meditation) pictures the animals that chew their food, swallow it, bring it back up, and chew it again to fully extract the nutrients. This represents taking in the Word of God, constantly meditating on it, and digesting it until it changes our inner man. Leviticus 11:4 warns against animals that do only one. The camel chews the cud but does not divide the hoof. Spiritually, this represents someone who takes in the Word and they go to church, listen to sermons, and talk about the Bible, but their outward walk is unseparated, unbalanced, or reckless. Conversely, the swine (pig) divides the hoof but does not chew the cud. This represents outward legalism, someone who looks perfectly religious on the outside but never internally digests the Word, leading to a dead, two-faced faith or phony faith. The Apostle Paul addressed the danger of religious fanaticism (or unbalanced zeal) on one side, and fleshly compromise on the other. 

Paul speaks directly against people who become obsessive over strict rules in Col 2:20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, 21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not; 22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honor to the satisfying of the flesh. Why... do you submit to regulations? Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch. These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion and self-denial to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. Paul shows that being a fanatic who abuses their body or loses their mind in obsessive legalism doesn't actually make someone holy. On the flip side, he warns against yielding to the flesh in Galatians 5:16: Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. The cloven hoof is that perfect gospel balance which is being separated from worldly sin, yet free from proud, unstable zeal. Chewing the Cud in Paul’s Epistle’s is inward meditation on the word of God. How do we maintain this balance? We must chew the cud of Scripture. 

Paul tells us exactly how to do this: Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. Ro 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Jesus in Mt 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. The Pharisees had a perfectly divided hoof in their own eyes. They looked completely separated from the world, wore the right clothes, and stood on street corners praying. But they did not chew the cud. They did not internalize the heart, mercy, and love of God. Jesus called them whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead Men’s bones. Then Paul said this in 2Co 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. The believers in Corinth had plenty of spiritual knowledge and gifts (they chewed the cud), but their outward walk was completely unseparated from the world. 

They were bringing things against each other, allowing blatant immorality in the church, and turning the Lord’s Supper into a drunken party. Paul had to write to them to correct their walk, telling them to cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. God gets highly specific in verses 5 through 10. By naming the coney, the hare, the swine, and the creatures of the sea; God highlights different ways of how a healthy Christian life can fail or succeed; both on land and in the deep waters of trials and culture. Le 11:5 And the coney, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you. 6 And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you. A coney refers to a furry, badger-like mammal native to the Middle East and Africa. It looks like a mix between a large guinea pig, a rabbit, and a marmot. This speaks of professors. They only nibble at the word, just like the rabbit. He does not reach out and take a big bite, he nibbles. They are those that are cheap imitators who may not even be born again at all. We can find this today, there are those that learn just enough of the scriptures to argue. It is interesting what book these people want to discuss. 

They want to tell you about the book of Revelation which is one of the deepest books in the Bible. They nibble at this and never understand it. King Saul knew the commands of God and even prophesied among the prophets In 1Samuel 10:11, it looked highly spiritual, yet his outward walk lacked obedience. When commanded him to completely destroy the Amalekites, he kept the best sheep and spared the king of the Amalekites, later making excuses. The prophet Samuel told him plainly in 1Samuel 15:22 To obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. Saul had the mouth of a cud-chewer but he had, unseparated feet. The comparison to King Saul fits perfectly with a trap that Paul fought against, and it is also a major issue in the church today. When teachers claim that because we have all spiritual provisions in Christ we no longer need to emphasize a disciplined, practical walk, which is an ungodly made-up doctrine. They are creating the Coney/Hare profile. They are using spiritual language (chewing the cud) to excuse a loose, unseparated lifestyle which lacks the cloven hoof of a separated walk. Teachers who only focus on the provisions are like Saul. They love the status of the king and the sound of prophesying, but they leave the hard work of actual obedience behind. 

When Saul got caught disobeying God by keeping the best sheep of the Amalekites, he tried to dress his disobedience up as a deep spiritual act. He told Samuel, 1Samuel 15:15 The people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God. Saul used religious language to cover up a fleshly compromise. Pastors and teachers do the exact same thing today when they teach man-made doctrines that minimize the truth. They say: Focusing on our behavior denies the finished work of the cross! If you try to discipline your flesh, you're operating in self-effort instead of resting in grace! They use high-sounding spiritual phrases like “resting in grace, and finished work” to justify leading the sheep astray from a separated walk. Just like Saul, they try to offer a sacrifice of praise and spiritual talk while completely ignoring the direct command to crucify the flesh and walk a separated life. If a teaching gives us comfort in our intellectual knowledge while allowing us to keep peace with our flesh, it is the voice of Saul making excuses. God desires obedience over the sacrifice of empty words. Le 11:7 And the swine, though he divide the hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is unclean to you. 

This is the one that tries to live a very upright separated life, but not on the basis of chewing the cud or chewing upon or meditating upon the word of God. It speaks of the real moral person but in the eyes of the Lord, he is just a dirty like the pig. He really doesn’t have that separated life that he boasts about, because he does not go in accordance with the word of God. Paul warns of this type in 2Ti 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. Then in Acts 8, Simon sees the miracles of Philip, believes, and is baptized. Outwardly, he divided the hoof. He joined the church and walked along with the believers. But his heart never digested the truth. When he saw Peter and John laying hands on people to give them the Holy Spirit, he offered them money to buy that power. Peter sharply rebuked him: Acts 8:21-23 Your heart is not right before God... I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. He had the outward form of a Christian but the inner nature of a swine. Le 11:9 These shall ye eat of all that are in the waters: whatsoever hath fins and scales in the waters, in the seas, and in the rivers, them shall ye eat. 10 And all that have not fins and scales in the seas, and in the rivers, of all that move in the waters, and of any living thing which is in the waters, they shall be an abomination unto you: 

These fins and scales tell us of the armor in Eph 6 and they must be present for our spiritual protection. Water in scripture often represents the nations, the world, or the turbulent currents of culture. Fins allow a fish to steer, balance, and swim against the flow of the river or tide. A believer needs spiritual fins which is the power of the Holy Spirit that gives a clear, direction, so we do not simply drift wherever the culture pushes us. Paul tells us in Romans 12:2 not to be conformed to this world, and then in Ephesians 4:14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine. Fins give us the stability to stand for the truth and move upstream. What kind of fish floats downstream? A dead one! Scales form a protective, overlapping shield that prevents the water from soaking into the fish's skin, protecting it from parasites and the harshness of the environment. This is the armor explained in Eph 6. Scales represent the armor of God. Paul’s description of the Armor of God in Ephesians 6:11-17 (the shield of faith, the breastplate of righteousness and so forth). The armor keeps the toxic elements of a fallen world from penetrating our hearts. In V 10, the creatures without fins and scales like crabs, or shrimp, either crawl along the mud at the bottom. 

This represents a life spent feeding on earthly, fleshly things (bottom-feeding) or a life with no spiritual backbone, simply floating along with whatever moral standards the world dictates. Demas was a companion of Paul who lacked the fins and scales to withstand the pull of Rome. Paul records his tragic departure in 2 Timothy 4:10: For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Without that protective spiritual armor and the determination to swim upstream, he was swept away by the current of his culture. Again today, as New Testament believers, we are completely released from these food restrictions. Jesus pointed out that sin is a matter of the heart, not the digestive tract. Food goes into the stomach and leaves the body, but evil thoughts, pride, and deceit come out of the heart. So, whether on land or in the water, today God's message remains unified: Don't be a Coney/Hare: Talking about theology without walking in obedience. Don't be a Swine: Polishing our outward behavior while our heart remains unrenewed by the Word. Don't be a Bottom-Feeder: Floating aimlessly through life, letting the world dictate our morals. Instead, walk with balanced, separated feet, chew on the Word daily, put on our spiritual armor, and swim with purpose against the tide. 

Le 11:13 And these are they which ye shall have in abomination among the fowls; they shall not be eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the ossifrage, and the osprey, These birds have one thing on common and that is they are flesh eaters so they identify with evil spirits that are associated with the flesh. The dove is the bird that represents the Holy Spirit, but these other birds here in v 13 represent evil spirits and partaking in evil doctrine which are not of God. While the dove represents the gentle, life-giving Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16), these birds listed, the eagle, the ossifrage (bearded vulture), and the ospray (osprey/sea hawk) possess specific characteristics that make them powerful symbols of unholy influences, fleshly appetites, and destructive demonic doctrines. In V 14-20, God expands the categories of forbidden birds to include scavengers, night-hunters, deceptive nest-thieves, and finally creeping winged things. Each group highlights a specific way unholy spirits operate to compromise to come against the spiritual health, discernment, and the true doctrine. Le 11:14 And the vulture, and the kite after his kind; 15 Every raven after his kind; 16 And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, and the hawk after his kind, 17 And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the great owl,

18 And the swan, and the pelican, and the gier eagle, 19 And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat. 20 All fowls that creep, going upon all four, shall be an abomination unto you. A creeping fowl is a contradiction. Wings are designed to lift a creature into the heavens, while four legs walking on the earth are meant for the ground. This represents double-mindedness, two-facedness, and confusion. It is the picture of a believer who claims to have heavenly wings (spiritual provisions, heavenly language), yet their daily practice is spent creeping around in the dirt of the world. James targets this directly: James 1:8 A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. Jesus heavily rebuked the religious leaders for this, calling them hypocrites because their heavenly words did not match their earthly paths. Le 11:21 Yet these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon all four, which have legs above their feet, to leap withal upon the earth; The characteristics of these are important because they go upon all four and have legs above their feet to leap withal upon the earth. This means that they are a heavenly character in that they repel the earth and this is what we do today. We stand against the world or the earth. Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world. 

We push back; we repel; we do not want to be associated with or identified with earthly things. It is as though we are jumping away from it like a grasshopper would. These you can eat if you want to. Le 11:22 Even these of them ye may eat; the locust after his kind, and the bald locust after his kind, and the beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind. In verses 23 through 28, God shifts from instructions about eating to instructions about touching and carrying dead carcasses. The law makes it clear that defilement doesn’t just happen when you digest false doctrine, it also happens through association, handling, and exposure to dead carnal works. Le 11:23 But all other flying creeping things, which have four feet, shall be an abomination unto you. 24 And for these ye shall be unclean: whosoever toucheth the carcase of them shall be unclean until the even. 25 And whosoever beareth ought of the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even. 26 The carcases of every beast which divideth the hoof, and is not clovenfooted, nor cheweth the cud, are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them shall be unclean. 27 And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, among all manner of beasts that go on all four, those are unclean unto you: whoso toucheth their carcase shall be unclean until the even. 

28 And he that beareth the carcase of them shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: they are unclean unto you. In Scripture, garments always represent a believer's outward testimonies, habits, and daily behavior. Paul in Ephesians 5:26, states that Christ sanctifies the church by the washing of water with the word. We must wash our minds and habits by returning to the truth of Scripture. All of these definitions conclude with the phrase unclean until the even. Under the law, the day ended and a brand-new day began at sunset. For us the defilement is not permanent. If we have touched a dead work, picked up an earthly habit, or mixed our walk with unseparated things, a new day is available immediately through repentance. The Apostle John in 1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. The moment we turn back to Christ, our clothes are washed, the evening passes, and we enter a fresh, clean day walking in the Spirit. Le 11:29 These also shall be unclean unto you among the creeping things that creep upon the earth; the weasel, and the mouse, and the tortoise after his kind, 30 And the ferret, and the chameleon, and the lizard, and the snail, and the mole. 

31 These are unclean to you among all that creep: whosoever doth touch them, when they be dead, shall be unclean until the even. Satan is the chief creeper which is the serpent, but here is some others that we cannot partake of. These bring out the characteristics of the devil. These are God’s opinion of religion. It is just the most low-down thing that one can get into. We can’t get any lower than a creeper. This is what God thinks of the Devil’s religion. Think of the weasel, which is the sly religious fellow and this exactly the way Satan is. He is very sly. Compare 2Co 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. These are those doctrines that creep in among you. Notice the Chameleon in v30 changes things to suit the time, in other words Satan can change just a little bit in order to make it very appealing to man, just close enough to the truth and sugar coat it enough with the truth to make it appetizing and yet just as bitter as gall. But he suits himself for the occasion. He changes himself to his surroundings and so that is why we find such a wide variation of religions today. What is a Chameleon? It is a lizard that has the ability to change the color and pattern of its skin to blend into its environment, regulate its temperature, or signal its mood. 

Satan will bring in false religions because one religion does not appeal to all men and Satan knows that, so he changes for the occasion. Then notice the mole, he loves darkness and Satan loves to keep people in darkness. In verses 33 through 39, God introduces detail about how defilement spreads to earthen vessels, ovens, water sources, and seeds. Le 11:33 And every earthen vessel, whereinto any of them falleth, whatsoever is in it shall be unclean; and ye shall break it. They were not even to be defiled by touch. Le 11:34 Of all meat which may be eaten, that on which such water cometh shall be unclean: and all drink that may be drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean. 35 And everything whereupon any part of their carcase falleth shall be unclean; whether it be oven, or ranges for pots, they shall be broken down: for they are unclean, and shall be unclean unto you. An oven is a place of heat, fire, and intense activity. Spiritually, this represents fleshly zeal, human energy, and religious performance. A lot of people try to use emotional highs, intense religious activities, or legalistic discipline (baking with human fire) to burn away the defilement of sin. But God says that if the flesh has corrupted that ministry or activity, all the human fire in the world won't sanitize it. The humanly manufactured system must be completely dismantled. 

Paul warns the Galatians about trying to finish in human energy what was started by the Spirit: Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? God doesn't want our self-powered cooking fire; He wants the pure fire of the Holy Spirit. Le 11:36 Nevertheless a fountain or pit, wherein there is plenty of water, shall be clean: but that which toucheth their carcass shall be unclean. This means that the carcass could not defile the whole well. In other words, the bit of error does not defile all of the word of God and make it of none effect. Men have tried to corrupt, twist, and weave their own traditions into the Bible for thousands of years. They write false commentaries, twist verses out of context to match their chameleon doctrines, and preach self-serving errors. But their error cannot diminish the authority of the Word of God. The Bible remains pure, alive, and powerful. Ps 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. The carcass itself is still unclean. If a false teacher weaves a massive amount of scripture (good water) together with small, poisonous error (the carcass), the scripture remains true, but the teacher's doctrine is completely contaminated. The danger for the believer is trying to drink from the well while swallowing the carcass (error). 

People often say of false teachers, well, 90% of what he says is really good! I just eat the meat and spit out the bones. But God says that whatever directly touches the carcass (error) is unclean. If a truth is tightly bound to an intentional demonic error, that teaching becomes spiritually toxic to anyone who consumes it. Le 11:37 And if any part of their carcass fall upon any sowing seed which is to be sown, it shall be clean. When the seed is dry and sitting in the sack, it is truth. A bird can land on it, and the seed's DNA is locked away and uncompromised. This is the Bible sitting on our shelf. It is perfectly pure. The Word of God never becomes evil or flawed, but how a human heart responds to it can be deeply compromised. Defilement happens when the seed is wet and germination begins. We must separate God's Water from Man's Water. God's Water Isaiah 55:10-11 When God rains down the pure water of His Word on the dry seed, it germinates perfectly. This produces the good crop and the fruit of the Spirit. Le 11:38 But if any water be put upon the seed, and any part of their carcass fall thereon, it shall be unclean unto you.

This is man’s water put on the seed which represents error, and the reception of it in the heart. If that believer opens their heart to man’s mixture, and simultaneously tolerates a carcass of error, like the teachers who say a practical walk doesn't matter, the heart absorbs the truth and the error, which is mixture at the exact same time. Because the heart is soft and receptive, the error doesn’t produce a pure Christian walk; it is a mutated, it’s a fleshly counterfeit. It is a person who uses God's promises to justify a carnal lifestyle. Brothers and sisters, look at the difference between verse 37 and 38. God's Word by itself is always clean (v. 37). Satan can scream his lies all day long, but he cannot change what God wrote. The seed remains pure. But the danger happens when we open our hearts to error (v. 38). When we soften our hearts to receive teaching, we become like a wet seed, highly absorbent. If we sit under teachers who mix a little bit of God's truth with the dead carcass of worldly compromise, our soft hearts will drink in both. The error will produce a mutated, fleshly lifestyle. The danger isn't that God's Word failed; the danger is that we let a carcass of error pollute the soil of our hearts. 

Paul says in 2Co 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. Ga 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. Another gospel isn't always a total rejection of Christ; it’s a perversion (turning upside down or mixing) of the true Gospel. Paul warns how quickly a soft heart can be led away when the message is subtly shifted. 2 Corinthians 11:3–4 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus... or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. Satan’s method isn't blatant denial, it’s subtlety. Just as Eve listened to truth mixed with a lie, believers can easily bear with a teaching that presents slightly distorted truth which leads them astray.

Le 11:44 For I am the LORD your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. We must be holy to commune with a Holy God and God continually emphasizes this throughout this book. Holiness unto God is the theme of this book. We need this to have fellowship with God and that Holiness comes through Jesus Christ and the new birth. These final verses serve as the Why? behind the entire chapter. God wraps up all the highly detailed instructions about hooves, cud, birds, and creeping things by revealing His ultimate objective: Holiness, Separation, and Discernment. 

Le 11:47 To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast that may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten. The Hebrew word for make a difference means to build a wall, sever, or make a sharp distinction. God did not want Israel drifting into gray areas. He trained them through their everyday physical choices to master the art of spiritual discernment. God does not want us drifting into the error of modern culture or tolerating a little bit of fleshly compromise. True discernment isn't just knowing the difference between right and wrong; it’s knowing the difference between the clean (what builds up the spirit) and the unclean (what feeds the flesh). God wants us to have His best in our daily walk, not out of fear, but because we belong to Him who has called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. How do we do this? By Guarding the Seed: Keeping Truth Pure!
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