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Chapter 49 is a prophecy of the tribes of Israel. I believe the Holy Spirit is telling us what will become of all these tribes one-by-one in the future and He is introducing the book of Exodus to us. Ge 49:1 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days. Ge 49:2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father. There were many prophecies announced by God (such as the promise of the triumph of the seed of the woman in Genesis 3:15). This is the first declared prophecy through a man in the Bible. Notice Jacob says, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father. Both names are used Jacob and Israel. Why? Jacob realized he was both Jacob and Israel, and his sons are sons of each. It was a place of spiritual maturity, realizing both what God made him (Israel) and what he had to battle against (Jacob). It is the battle we have with the old nature. Jacob is dying. He is not dying in the promised land, but many miles away from it. In a strange country, in Egypt, Jacob prepares to leave this earthly scene; but despite his feebleness, the strength of his faith was amazing. Jacob called for each of his twelve sons, and told them things found in all the Old Testament. 

The prophecies of Jacob dying has a double fulfillment now and the future, and on into the millennium. Reuben means see ye, a son (points to Christ). Ge 49:3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: 4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch. The “birthright” refers to the position of excellency, and Jacob declared it should be, taken away from Reuben and given to the sons of Joseph (they receiving the double portion); and Judah, not Reuben, became the royal tribe from which Jesus came. Therefore he succeeded above his brethren. As the firstborn of the family, Reuben had claim to the inheritance rights of the firstborn, but he forfeited it through pride (the excellency of dignity) and Reuben defiled his father’s concubine Bilhah (the mother of his brothers Dan and Naphtali) which is recorded in Genesis 35:22. Unstable as water, you shall not excel: Because of Reuben’s instability, the birthright was divided. This is a figurative expression taken from water which had dried up like a summer stream. Usually, the firstborn was the spiritual and social leader of the clan; but among the sons of Israel, the rights of blessing, priesthood, and ruling authority were divided among the brothers. 

God looks for a stable character in those who will lead His people and Jacob said he shall not excel: The tribe of Reuben never did excel. There was no prophet, no judge, or no king that we know of came from the tribe of Reuben. This pictures a person that may have great opportunities and yet lose them. This tribe of Reuben (together with Gad) settled down on the wilderness side of the Jordan, saying, “Bring us not over Jordan.” (Numbers 32:5.) Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan. Next: Simeon is the second son and Levi is the third son of Jacob. Simeon means hearkening or hearing (points to hearing Son or the Gospel). Levi means Joined. (Points to the union that we are Set-Apart by the Holy Spirit which makes us one with the Son through the hearing of the Gospel) Ge 49:5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 


Page 2
6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honor, be not thou united: for in their anger, they slew a man, and in their self-will they digged down a wall. 7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel. They were instruments of cruelty when they wiped out all the men of Shechem in retaliation for the rape of their sister Dinah (Genesis 34:25-29). At that time Jacob, maybe in weakness, did nothing to them. Yet he and the Lord remembered this. This illustrates the principle that the sins of one’s past can come back and haunt them. Even when forgiven, those sins may carry consequences that may be faced sometime. The real problem with Simeon and Levi was their anger, they slew a man. Their anger was sin because it was rooted in self-will. The Bible speaks of a godly anger (Be angry and do not sin, Ephesians 4:26). Often, the difference between a godly, righteous anger and an ungodly anger is self-will. The prophecy of dividing and scattering turned out to be a curse for Simeon. The tribe of Simeon was the weakest numerically in Numbers 26:14. The tribe of Simeon became small during the wilderness wanderings. But the prophecy of dividing and scattering became a blessing for Levi. 

Because of the faithfulness of Levi during the rebellion of the golden calf. When Moses came down from the mount and saw Israel worshipping the golden calf, that when he said, “Who is on the Lord’s side?” we read, Ex 32:27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbor. 28 And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. Levi received no large tract of land, for the Lord was their inheritance. So both Simeon and Levi were scattered, but one as a blessing and the other as a curse. Levi gained a blessing at the hands of Moses, one of the richest blessings of any of the tribes. Levi pictures the believer who suffers from their sin, but they drew near to God and in mercy, God turned the sufferings into blessing. Note Moses was a descendant of the tribe of Levi. Simeon and Levi are here linked together in their cruelty. Ge 34:25 And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew all the males.

It would seem from the fact that Simeon’s name is here mentioned first that he was the leader. It is not unlikely either that Simeon was also the one who took the lead in the conspiracy to get rid of Joseph. Simeon was the one whom Joseph “bound” (Genesis 42:24) when he sent his brethren back to Jacob. In Numbers 25:6-13 we are told the “curse” of Jacob’s prophecy on Levi was revoked. Levi was first joined to Simeon in cruelty, but after, he was joined to the Lord in grace! When the land was divided in the days of Joshua, Simeon did not receive a separate territory in Canaan, his portion was within the allotment of Judah (Joshua 19:1- 8). Next is Judah and it means He shall be praised: This is fourth son of Jacob, from whom the royal lineage of Israel came. Jacob says: Ge 49:8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s children shall bow down before thee. This prophecy refers more to Christ than to the nation Israel. Ge 49:9 Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Shiloh means peace bringer, which refers to Christ Himself. He is the lion of the tribe of Judah. 
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The scepter means the right to reign. The scepter is coming out of Judah, and it is Christ who came out of the tribe of Judah. And this is exactly what Christ has come to do is bring peace between God and man. Ge 49:11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; (reference to the cross and the blood of Christ that was shed) he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: This is what gave rise to all of our redemption because this lion of the tribe of Judah went to the cross. Ge 49:12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk. Teeth white with milk speaks of the purity of the word of God and His righteousness which comes forth for us as a direct result of His redemption. Jacob’s prophecy over Judah is a description of the greatest descendant from the tribe of Judah, Jesus Christ! The dying Jacob was speaking of his own son Judah; but while speaking of Judah he had a special eye to our Lord Jesus, who came from the tribe of Judah. Everything therefore which he says of Judah, the type, he means with regard to our Lord Jesus Christ. In Rev 5:5, Jesus is called the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

This prophecy of a leader from Judah was about 640 years to fulfill in part with the reign of David, who was the first of Judah’s dynasty of kings. This prophecy took some 1,600 years to completely fulfill in Jesus. Jesus is referred to as Shiloh, the peace bringer. From David until the Herods, a prince of Judah was head over Israel (even during Daniel in captivity). The promise was that Israel would keep the scepter until Shilo comes. Even under their foreign masters during this period, Israel had a limited right to self-rule. At that time, under Herod and the Romans, their right was taken away. History states that at the time, the rabbis considered it a disaster of unfulfilled Scripture. The last trace of the scepter had passed from Judah, and they did not see the Messiah come. Reportedly, the rabbis walked the streets of Jerusalem and said, Woe unto us, for the scepter (right to reign) has been taken away from Judah, and Shiloh has not come. Yet God’s word had not been broken. Jesus was alive then. This might have been the very year Jesus was 12 years old and discussed God’s word in the temple with the scholars of His day. He impressed them with His understanding of this very issue. 

V11 Binding his donkey to the vine: This blessing also contained a description of Judah’s material abundance (the vine…the choice vine). Judah’s land was a great wine-growing country.  This part of Jacob’s prophecy concerning Judah from V8-12 is the ultimate fulfillment in Christ. Christ is the One who shall yet receive the praise and worship of His “brethren” Israel. Thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s children shall bow down before thee. (Genesis 49:8.) So, again, Christ is the One who shall yet have dominion over Israel and subdue their enemies. This dominion of the tribe of Judah started in the days of David, who was the first king from that tribe; and it was during his reign that Judah’s hand was “in the neck of” their “enemies.” Then the destinies of the tribe of Judah is here planned under the figure of a “lion,” which reminds us of Revelation 5:5, where the Lord Jesus is expressly designated “The Lion of the Tribe of Judah.” The tribe of Judah as a “lion,” in this tribe’s history is stated in three stages, according to the growth or age of the lion. First, we have “a lion’s whelp,” then “a lion,” lastly “an old lion.” The gradual growth in power of this tribe is being set forth. This looks at the tribe of Judah first from the days of Joshua up to the time of Saul; then the full-grown lion in the days of the fierce warrior David; lastly, from Solomon’s reign and onwards we have the “old lion.”
Ge 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 
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The Hebrew term for “scepter” is translated “tribe” in verses 16 and 28 of this same chapter. According to its usage in scripture it signifies the tribal-rod or staff of office which belonged to any tribe and was the flag of authority. This part of Jacob’s prophecy was that the tribal-rod should not depart from Judah until Jesus had come. In other words, Judah would have both its tribal focus and separate authority until Shiloh, the Messiah, Jesus had come. This prophecy was fulfilled in Christ. When Jesus came, the Kingdom of Israel (the Ten Tribes) were destroyed at an early date, but Judah was still in the land when Jesus came. Note, Jacob declared of Judah that there should not depart from this tribe “a lawgiver until Shiloh.” It is a fact that after Shiloh (Jesus) had come the legal authority of this tribe disappeared, as said in Joh 18:31 Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: What a remarkable confession this was! It was an admission that they were no longer their own governors, but instead, under the dominion of a foreign power. 

Those that have the power to condemn an offender to death is the governor or “lawgiver” of a country. It is “not lawful for us” said Caiaphas the High Priest of Israel during the first century. The Roman governor, passed the sentence of death on Jesus of Nazareth. This was by their own admission. Genesis 49:10 had received its fulfillment. No longer had they a “lawgiver” of their own stock! By their “words” they were “condemned.” (Matthew 12:37.) The “scepter” had departed, the “lawgiver” had disappeared. Therefore, Shiloh must have come. Jesus had come! This was proof! “Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be,” this looks forward to Christ’s second coming, as also do the words that follow: Ge 49:11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass’s colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk. The reference here is a double one: first to the tribe of Judah, second to Christ Himself. Judah’s portion in the land was the vine-growing district in the South. (See 2 Chronicles 26:9,10.) Note, too, in Song of Solomon 1:14 we read of “the vineyards of Engedi” and it was one of the cities of Judah. 

Next is Zebulun which means Dwelling. He is the son of Leah  and the tenth son. Ge 49:13 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon. Jacob now skipped the birth order, moving to the tenth-born son, but keeping his focus on the sons born of Leah. The tribe of Zebulun was noted for its faithfulness to David, supplying the largest number of soldiers to David’s army of any single tribe: Of Zebulun there were fifty thousand who went out to battle, expert in war with all weapons of war. They were brave hearted men who could keep ranks 1Chronicles 12:33 notes. He shall become a haven for ships: The tribe of Zebulun settled in the piece of land sitting between the Mediterranean Sea and the Sea of Galilee. Zebulun did look to the sea, both to the east and west. In blessing his children Jacob here passes from his fourth to his tenth son. Why should he do this? Everything in scripture is perfect. This word is Divinely inspired by the handiwork of the Holy Spirit. When blessing his fourth son Judah, we found that the words of Jacob looked forward to Christ Himself. There is a close connection of our Lord with the land of Zebulun during His days on earth. Having spoken of the tribe of which our Lord was born out of, Judah, we have mentioned the tribe in whose territory Jesus lived for thirty years. This may be the main reason why the tenth son of Jacob is placed immediately after the fourth. The part that the tribe of Zebulun played in the history of the nation of Israel was not a visible one. 
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But though it was referred to rarely as a tribe, each time they do come before us it is in a highly honorable way. One other word concerning Jacob’s prophecy about Zebulun. Of this tribe Jacob said, “He shall be for a haven of ships.” Galilee was to provide a refuge, a harbor, a place where the storm-tossed ships might anchor to rest. And here it was that Joseph and Mary, with the Christ Child, found a “haven” after their return from Egypt! Here it was the Lord Jesus dwelt until the beginning of His public ministry. The next son Jacob mentions is Issachar. He is the son of Leah, known for his knowledge and wisdom. His name means he will be hired: there is reward: he will bring reward. Ge 49:14 Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: 15 And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear and became a servant unto tribute. This means that Issachar was strong. Issachar was a large tribe. It was third in size according to Numbers 26. They became a band of slaves: Because of their size and abundance, they were often targets of oppressive foreign armies who put them into servitude or slaves. The meaning seems to be that Issachar was strong, but docile or quiet. He would enjoy the good land assigned him but would not strive for it. 

Therefore, eventually he would be pressed into a slave and the mere bearing of burdens for his masters. One thing is clear, to compare a man (or a tribe) to an “ass” today, is a figure of reproach, but it was not so in Jacob’s time. In Israel, the ass was not looked upon with contempt; instead, it was an honorable animal. Not only was it a useful beast of burden, but people of rank rode on them. The “ass” was a reminder to Israel that they were a peculiar (separated) people, whose trust was to be in the Lord and not in horses and chariots, which were the confidence of the other nations. In the days of the Kings, the tribe of Issachar had become stronger still, for while in Numbers 26:25, we read that the number of their men able to go forth to war were 64,300, in 1Chronicles 7:5 we are told, And the brethren among all the families of Issachar were valiant men of might, reckoned in all by the genealogies 87,000! Then next is Dan the fifth son of Jacob; meaning Judging: or a judge. The son of Jacob’s maidservant Bilhah, known for his strength and leadership. Ge 49:16 Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. 

Apparently, Dan is going to lend himself to Satan in some way in the end time. Some have wondered if the false prophet or the antichrist might come out of the tribe of Dan. I don’t know that to be the true. But there is something Dan is going to do in v17. Ge 49:17 Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall backward. He lends himself to Satan. Dan shall judge his people: They supplied one of the most prominent of the Judges, in Samson. Judges 13:2. Dan shall be a serpent by the way: Dan was a troublesome tribe. They introduced idolatry into Israel in Judges 18:30. Jeroboam set up one of his idolatrous golden calves in Dan in 1Kings 12:26-30, and later Dan became a center of idol worship in Israel in Amos 8:14. It is very significant that of the four sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, Dan was the oldest, and most likely, the ringleader in the “evil” which Joseph reported to their father. In Genesis 46, refers to the children of Jacob’s sons: the descendants of Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and the others. The grandsons of Jacob were named in order. But when Dan is reached, the names of his sons are not given; instead, they are simply called by the tribal name Hushim or Shuham. (Genesis 46:23.)
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In Numbers 26 is the same thing again: the children born to each of Jacob’s twelve sons are carefully numbered until Dan is reached, and then, as in Genesis 46, his descendants are not named, simply the tribal title is given. (Numbers 26:42.) This concealment of the names of Dan’s children is the first indication of that silent “blotting out” of his name, which shows us the total omission of this tribe from the genealogies recorded in 1Chronicles 2 to 10, as well as in Revelation 7, where, again, no mention is made of any being “sealed” out of the tribe of Dan in the 144,000. The Holy Spirit did not even mention this tribe by name. In cases where the names of all the tribes are given, Dan is generally is far down the list. Notice this next verse and how important it is. Jacob says, Ge 49:18 I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD. At this point in the prophecy, when Jacob was near death, he called out for God’s salvation. Jacob called out for Jesus. It was salvation in going home with the Lord. Note that after Jacob had completed his prophecy concerning Dan, he spoke these  words. I have waited for Thy salvation, O Lord. This is very significant, coming in just where it does. 

Having spoken of Dan as “a serpent by the way,” the Holy Spirit seems to have brought to his mind the words spoken by God to that old Serpent the Devil, recorded in Genesis 3:15. The eye of the dying Jacob looks beyond the “Serpent” to the one who shall yet “bruise his head,” and says, “I have waited for Thy salvation, O Lord.” No doubt these very words will yet be said in a coming day by the godly remnant among the Jews. When possibly the Anti-Christ will spring from this tribe of Dan, and the ancient prophecy of Jacob concerning the descendants of this son will then receive its final fulfillment. Then, will Dan “judge” and rule over “his people,” Israel. But Dan will be  a “serpent in the way” and “an adder in the path,” then will he cruelly “bite the horse’s heels.” And then, too, will the faithful remnant out of Israel, who refuse to worship the Beast or receive his “mark,” They will cry, “I have waited for Thy salvation, O Lord?’ Then next is Gad, the son of Jacob’s maidservant Zilpah, known for his military prowess and courage.  He is the seventh son of Jacob. His name means an invader: a troop: fortune. Ge 49:19 Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last. 

The tribe of Gad supplied many fine troops for king of Israel, David in 1Chronicles 12:14. The position that Gad occupied was a dangerous one. They were cut off from the other tribes, and were more or less isolated. They were constantly open to the attacks from the desert bands or troops, such as the Ammonites and Midianites. They lived in a continual state of warfare. Jacob’s words were being repeatedly fulfilled. Gad suffered severely from their lack of faith in asking for the territory they did. Their choice was almost as bad as Lot’s. They were among the first tribes that were carried into captivity. (1 Chronicles 5:26.) Then next is Asher, the eighth son: The son of Jacob’s maidservant Zilpah, known for his happiness and abundance. His name means happy. Ge 49:20 Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties. The land eventually occupied by Asher was good enough to bring not only necessities, but also luxuries. In the time of famine in the days of Elijah God sent Elijah to the widow in Zarephath, saying: 1Ki 17:9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. Zarephath was in Sidon (Luke 4:26) and Sidon was in Asher’s territory (Joshua 19:28). In Acts 27 we are told that when the Apostle Paul was being carried prisoner to Rome, and when the ship reached Sidon (which was in the borders of Asher) that “Julius came to Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself” (Acts 27:3). So, once more, we read of “bread” out of Asher.
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Then next is Naphtali, the sixth son and he is the son of Jacob’s maidservant Bilhah, known for his beauty and prosperity. Naphtali means My wrestling. Ge 49:21 Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words. Naphtali’s land was in a key portion near the Sea of Galilee, the region where Jesus did much of His teaching and ministry. Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned. Matthew 4:12-16. Much of the ministry of Jesus took place in the region of Naphtali, this was fittingly spoken of this tribe. Ge 49:22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall: 23 The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: The prominent feature in this prophecy concerning Joseph is fruitfulness. He received its fulfillment in the double Tribe which came from him in his sons Ephraim (forgetting) and Manasseh (fruitful). They are like two branches out of the parent stem. Joseph received a double portion in the land, and the firstborn’s birthright. This was transferred by Jacob to him from Reuben.

This description of Joseph as a fruitful bough by a well speaks of his being well-watered and in his deep and real relationship with God. The main point in Joseph’s character was that he was in clear and constant fellowship with God, and therefore God blessed him greatly. He lived to God, and was God’s servant; he lived with God, and was God’s child. The archers have bitterly grieved him: Though Joseph was shot at and hated, he was still a fruitful branch. This was because the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob. The idea is that God’s hands were on Joseph’s hands, giving him strength and skill to work the bow expertly. God was there, even when Joseph did not know it. The Almighty who will bless you: Joseph was certainly blessed in his descendants. His tribes were some of the most populated. He received the material and spiritual blessing, the double portion aspect of the inheritance of the firstborn. The blessings of your father have excelled the blessings of my ancestors: Jacob could say this because at the end of his days, he saw just how good God was to him. He was forgiven much and loved much. 

Ge 49:24 But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:) Joseph survived even though all of this was against him and so with Christ, He was the survivor. Notice here his bow abode in strength. He did not lose this battle, but He won the battle regardless of those things which were against him. We too win because of Christ; Romans 8: 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. Ge 49:25 Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb: 26 The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from his brethren. 27 Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil. 
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Benjamin is here likened to a “wolf,” which is noted for its swiftness and ferocity. Benjamin was the fiercest and most warlike of the tribes. 28 All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it that their father spake unto them and blessed them; everyone according to his blessing he blessed them. Each son and each tribe according to his own blessing that would come from them had their own calling and destiny. Yet the remarkable promise remained. They each would survive and grow into significant tribes, without one perishing during the centuries to come in Egypt. We will see that more in the Exodus study. Ge 49:29 And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a burying place. 31 There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah. 32 The purchase of the field and of the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth. Ge 49:33 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people. Jacob gives this prophecy of all of his sons just before he dies.

The prophecy concerning these sons:
1. The prophecy concerning Reuben (Genesis 44:3) reminds us of the Excellency and Dignity of Christ’s person: He is the Firstborn, in whom is “the excellency of dignity and the excellency of power.”
2. The prophecy concerning Simeon and Levi (Genesis 49:5-7) speaks to us of Christ on the Cross: it was that instruments of cruelty were used against Jesus; Jacob says: “O my soul, come not thou into their secret” Jacob would have nothing to do with them: so on the Cross, Christ was forsaken by God and by man; a “curse” was pronounced by God on Christ and here by Jacob upon Simeon and Levi. It was the same for Christ on the Cross. He was made a Curse for us.
3.The prophecy concerning Simeon and Levi also anticipated our Lord’s Priesthood, for Levi became the priestly Tribe.
4. The prophecy concerning Judah (Genesis 49:8-12) pictures our Lord’s Kingship.
5. The prophecy concerning Zebulun (Genesis 49:13) looks at Christ as the great Refuge and Haven of Rest.
6. The prophecy concerning Issachar (Genesis 49:14, 15) prefigures Jesus’ lowly Service.
7. The prophecy concerning Dan (Genesis 49:16-18) views Him as the Judge.
8. The prophecy concerning Gad (Genesis 49:19) announces His triumphant Resurrection. For Jesus the invader, invaded upper Sheol and set the captives free.
9. The prophecy concerning Asher (Genesis 49:20) looks at Jesus as the Bread of Life, the One who satisfies the hearts of His own.
10. The prophecy concerning Naphtali (Genesis 49:21) regards Jesus as God’s perfect Prophet, giving forth “goodly words.”
11. The prophecy concerning Joseph (Genesis 49:22-26) forecasts His Millennial reign.
12. The prophecy concerning Benjamin (Genesis 49:27) depicts Jesus as the terrible Warrior (Isaiah 63:1-3).

