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Ge 31:1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory. Ge 31:2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before. 3 And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee. Notice the leading of the Lord. God intended for Jacob to leave. It was His plan and intent all along because if you remember God told him about this the night on the rocky pillows when Jacob first left. It was always God’s intention to bring him back to the land of Canaan. Notice that God also used circumstance. God has ways of making us very uncomfortable where we are in order that He might move us onto something else. Sometimes people can get too comfortable, and they settle down far short of where God intended them to be. So, Jacob became very uncomfortable, and God used those things to do just exactly that. Even though God wanted him there and even though God took steps to put him there, Jacob really left in the wrong way. Jacob did not leave with the right attitude. 

Now all the strong cattle now had spots and so forth and Laban’s sons noticed that Jacob was getting the stronger animals. We have a warning from God to depart, Jacob sends for his wives into the field, where he talked with them freely on the subject, without danger of being overheard. Ge 31:4 And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, 5 And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father hath been with me. 6 And ye know that with all my power I have served your father. 7 And your father hath deceived me and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 8 If he said thus, the speckled shall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked. Jacob says, the God of my father hath been with me. God’s smiles are the best support when man comes against us. If we walk in the light of His countenance, we need not fear what man can do unto us. He talked the matter over with his wives, and they agreed with him. The next thing was to prepare for their departure. 

Ge 31:8 If he said thus, The speckled shall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare speckled: and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ringstraked. 9 Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given them to me. 10 And it came to pass at the time that the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw in a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grisled. 11 And the angel of God spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: And I said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lift up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled: for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, and where thou vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred. God comes to him as before. I am the God of Bethel. Bethel means House of God. Can we remember the first time when God’s forgiving love was revealed to us, when we were brought to see the love of God in the great atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Tonight, the Lord says to us, I am the same God as you have ever found me. I have not changed. I change not; therefore, we are not consumed, even as Jacob was not consumed. God was even to him the selfsame God. What a mercy it is that we have an unchallengeable God. Everything else changes. We are never at one stage of our circumstances. 
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They are always varying. Ps 102:27 But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end. Jesus is the Rock of Ages, then we know what stability means, and, for the first time, we enjoy true rest. Trust in the Lord forever, and rest in the Lord alone, for he changes not. 
I am the God of Bethel. That means, the God of our Lord Jesus Christ? We hear terms constantly applied to a building that are made with stone or iron, with brick and mortar, or whatever it may be that it is the house of God. Scripture says, God that made heaven and earth dwelleth not in temples made with hands. Then there is a magnificent sentence when Solomon at the consecration of the temple said, Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house which I have built. God’s house is not a place that you can build for him. The house of God, the true Bethel, is the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, for “In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” For “the word was made flesh and tabernacled among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” The house of God is first the person of Christ, and then the church of God, which is the mystical body of Christ. 

So, God intended for Jacob to go and He used circumstances for him to get there, however God did not intend for him to steal away.14 And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our father's house? 15 Are we not counted of him strangers? for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our money. 16 For all the riches which God hath taken from our father, that is ours, and our children's: now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do. This may be the first time in quite a while when the sisters Leah and Rachel agreed on anything. Ge 31:17 Then Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon camels; 18 And he carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in Padanaram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 19 And Laban went to shear his sheep: and Rachel had stolen the images that were her father's. 20 And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. This was not right what Jacob did, he should have told Laban instead of stealing away unawares to Laban. God already told Jacob to go and had promised him safe passage. Jacob’s fear and deceptive departure showed that he lacked confidence in God and His promise, and he relied more on his own wisdom and ability. 

Fear made it impossible to reap the full measure of blessing that God intended. Ge 31:21 So he fled with all that he had; and he rose up, and passed over the river, and set his face toward the mount Gilead. 22 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. 23 And he took his brethren with him and pursued after him seven days' journey; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead. They headed toward the mountains of Gilead: It was nearly 300 miles from Haran to the mountains of Gilead, but the journey was longer and more difficult psychologically than it was physically for Jacob. He left the place of safety, where he lived, to go to a place where God called him, but there were many dangerous enemies (such as his brother Esau, who had sworn to kill him). Had Laban known what was in Jacob’s mind he would have probably forced him to stay or deprive him of his possessions. Jacob stole away unawares to Laban. How little there was of Divine guidance and of faith in God. Here we see some mistakes that Jacob made, but God does not hold this against him. In V19 Rachel had stolen the teraphim that were her father’s. The word “teraphim” can be traced to a Syrian root which means “to enquire.” Rachel probably took this surreptitiously. 
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It may have been to prevent her father from “enquiring” of these idol to discover the direction in which they had gone. In Genesis 31:30 Laban calls these teraphim his “gods.” The fact that Laban harbored these “teraphim” shows that the idolatry still clung to his family, though he had some knowledge of the true God. Ge 31:24 And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. Notice Jacob was wrong for stealing away, but God still defended him. We also find that true in the lives of many people down through the ages; they really did wrong, but God still defended them. This does not excuse what they did and of course Jacob had to learn some things because of this. Ge 31:25 Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and Laban with his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead. Ge 31:26 And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken with the sword?  Here we have on the night before that Laban overtook Jacob, God appeared to him in a dream and warned him against even speaking to Jacob “good or bad.” God once again, kept His original promise to Jacob. 

27 Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp? 28 And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters? thou hast now done foolishly in so doing. 29 It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.
30 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods? 31 And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because I was afraid: for I said, Peradventure thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me. Fear is a poor reason for leaving the way he did. If he was going back to the land of Canaan because of faith that is one thing, but here he is leaving out of fear. 32 With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not live: before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 33 And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the two maidservants' tents; but he found them not. 

Then went he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. 34 Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the camel's furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, but found them not. 35 And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for the custom of women is upon me. And he searched but found not the images. Laban was confident that his idols had been stolen. He made a thorough search of Jacob’s tents, but it was Rachel who had taken them. Ge 31:38 This twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats have not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. 39 That which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night. Notice that perhaps Jacob credits himself for God’s blessing. It might have been easy to justify himself for the blessings of God and that is the same in our lives. If we credit ourselves with God’s blessings; if we credit our own works; we are much more defensive and we tend to justify ourselves much more than if we took it from the hand of the Lord. So, it is very important in our attitudes how we look upon even the natural possessions that God has given to us. If we take it from the hand of the Lord, it is certainly much easier for us to give glory to God rather than to ourselves. Jacob becomes very defensive in this matter.
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Ge 31:42 Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight. 43  And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my daughters, and these children are my children, and these cattle are my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their children which they have born? 44 Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be for a witness between me and thee. 45 And Jacob took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 46 And Jacob said unto his brethren, Gather stones; and they took stones, and made an heap: and they did eat there upon the heap. 47 And Laban called it Jegarsahadutha: but Jacob called it Galeed. Jegarsahadutha and Galeed both mean the same, the heap of witness which simply means that God arranged it to where Jacob did not have any loose ends to tie up. You see Jacob had to make a clean break and he couldn’t have any negative attitude tying him to his father-in-law. In our lives if we have negative attitudes tying us to other people, we will not get free of them. It is so important that those breaks remain clean.

God has come to Jacob at Laban’s house and told him to move. It is time to go back to your old land, but how does that relate to you and me spiritually? Jacob has had a lot of blessings up to this point and he could have said I can just live the rest of my life here and we Christians can do that. But just like Jacob took certain steps of faith and Abraham took certain steps of faith in his growth. We must go on and grow and not become complacent in one place, but we must be obedient and continue to move forward in the Lord and grow. Instead, some think they have arrived, so they need not go any further. But Jacob is a little leery of going back to his land because of Esau. One thing about us, we are a little leery of the old man in us. But the Lord will protect us even from the flesh. We are co-laborers with Christ, and we must pursue the Lord more and more as the day approaches of His soon coming. Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

Romans 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. This learning will take effort or work on our part. We do not learn this by osmosis. We will learn these things by walking with the Lord through the word of God by the power of The Holy Spirit. The closing verses of our chapter present a picture to us. Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called his brethren to eat bread; and they did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, and blessed them; and Laban departed and returned unto his place. First a covenant of peace was proposed, then it was approved by a sacrifice, and last it was celebrated by a feast. So, it was in Egypt. God made promise to Moses, then the lamb was slain, and then the people feasted upon his roasted lamb. It is the same with us. 1Co 5:8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. God entered into a covenant of peace before the foundation of the world, in the fullness of time the great Sacrifice of Christ was offered and accepted, and this is now commemorated at the” feast” of the Lord’s Supper.
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Sometimes we may doubt concerning the will of God. We may be puzzled to know whether God would have us on take a certain course or not. How may I be sure of God’s will concerning some issue which confronts me? This is an important question; one that is frequently met. We must find answers in the Word of God alone. Surely God has not left us without something definite for our guidance. Not that we must always look for a passage of Scripture whose terms are absolutely identical with our own situation, but we search for a passage which clearly defines the  principles. We find an answer here. Jacob was in a strange land. He had been there for twenty years, yet he knew he was not to spend the remainder of his days there. God had assured him he should return to Canaan. How much longer then was he to tarry at Padan-Aram? When was he to start out for his old home? How could he be sure when God’s time for him to move had arrived? These are pressing questions. Note how the answer to them is found here in three things: first, a definite desire sprang up in Jacob’s heart to return home. This is evident from Ge 30:25 And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country. But this in itself was not sufficient for him to move. So, Jacob must wait a while longer. 

Second, circumstances became such that a move seemed the wise thing; the jealousy of Laban and his sons made his continued stay there intolerable. We see this in Ge 31:1 And he heard the words of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this glory. 2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him as before. This was ordered of God who makes all things “work together” for the good of His own people. But still something more was needed in order that Jacob was justified in leaving. So, in the third place there was a clear word from God in Ge 31:3; And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee. It is not always that God gives us a manifestation of these three principles, but whenever they do combine and are evident, we may be sure of His will in any given circumstance. The key was to wait upon God. That is the hardest thing for us because we always seem to get ahead of God. First, there is a definite conviction in our hearts that God desires us to take a certain course or do a certain thing.

Second, the path He would have us take is indicated by outward circumstances, which make it (humanly) possible or fitting we should do it. Then, third, after definitely waiting on God in the word from the Scriptures which the Holy Spirit will bring to us (while waiting for guidance). God will plainly give us a message to our individual heart. Again, the most important thing is to wait on God. Tell Him everything, ask Him to prevent any mistake, pray to make His way plain. The scripture that David prayed was  Ps 5:8 Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face. Then we must wait patiently till He does so. We must be sincere and patient, and pray in faith, then, in His own good time and way, He will certainly answer, either by removing the conviction or desire from our heart, and arranging our circumstances in such a manner that our way is blocked or opened. Then we will know His time for us to move has not or has arrived. He will open the way without our doing anything ourself, and by speaking definitely through His written Word. Ps 37:5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. Ps 25:9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. May we by Divine grace enjoy that blessed peace that comes from knowing we are in the perfect will of God.
