Genesis 22 Death of Isaac – The Father’s Heart! January 28, 2025
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Ge 22:1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt (test) Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. What was after these things. It was after Isaac had been born and weaned, God tested Abraham. 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. In our previous lesson, Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah in their old age. He figured Christ born in the house of faith, when it appeared all hope was taken away. In this chapter we see Isaac the child of promise, under different circumstances. Isaac is now grown. He and his father are dwelling at Beersheba, “the well of the oath.” Sarah (grace) is not on the scene, and at this point. Judgment is on the throne. Here Abraham is a figure of God the Father. It sis mercy to man that God gave His only begotten Son. It was His justice that was evident on the cross. He slew His Son when He took the sinners place. Mount Moriah is where Solomon’s temple was built and it will be the temple built in the Millennium. 

We have seen Abraham representing the principle of faith, and now he portrays God the Father. It was God’s faith that was evident in Abraham. It is the same with us. It is God’s faith within us. If God did not have faith in His own Word and ability to bring that Word to pass, no man could have had faith. Christ, is the glorious, type of Isaac, the Son of God, the Child of God’s faith in Himself, born of God’s own grace toward man. Jesus said on one occasion to His disciples. Have the faith of God! (Mat 11:22). God’s ways with His people are wonderfully portrayed here in this chapter, as well as His ways with His Son Jesus at Calvary. Abraham and Isaac are honored to be chosen to show forth God the Father’s mighty purposes. It is here that Abraham is justified by works of which James speaks. God brought out and showed to others, the faith of His friend Abraham. Remember what He said in Ge 15:6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. Now here in the Old Testament we find that God required a human sacrifice. Here it was that God first revealed it was necessary for a human victim to atone for sin. Man had sinned, so, it must be a man, and not by animal sacrifice that Divine justice be satisfied. 

Ge 22:3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. This showed that he has control over his old nature as he saddled his ass and we can have this as well. The two young men figure those who went a certain distance with Jesus, but were not able to go all the way to the cross though they loved Him. The disciples of Jesus were with Him during His earthly ministry, even going with Him into the Garden of Gethsemane, but from that point on Jesus and His Father went alone to the mount upon which He was crucified.4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. This is the first time this word worship is in the Bible.

This is one of the very few Old Testament types that brings us not only God the Son but also God the Father. Here, as nowhere else, we are shown the Father’s heart. Here we get such a wonderful indication of the Divine side of Calvary. 
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See how the Holy Spirit of God says, “thy son;  thine only son; whom thou lovest”! Here we learn, in type, that God “spared not His own Son” (Romans 8:32). This is the central theme in Genesis 22; the Father’s heart. In this chapter Abraham figures much more prominently than Isaac. It’s the Father’s heart for you and me!  Isaac is shown simply, and yet how sweetly! He is obeying his father’s will. It is the affections of the Father’s heart which we see here displayed. Ge 22:3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. Here we see in type the Father setting apart the Son for sacrifice. Just as we find the Passover-lamb was separated from the flock four days before it was to be killed (Exodus 12:3), so here Isaac is taken by Abraham three days before he is to be offered upon the altar. This brings to us an aspect of truth so valuable, but deeply solemn. The arrest and crucifixion of the Lord Jesus was something more than the violent act of those who hated Him without a cause. 

The cross of Christ was according to “the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gentiles and Jews only did “whatsoever” God’s hand and counsel “determined before to be done” (Acts 4:28). Christ was the Lamb. God is in Control! He is in control of this world! He is in control of my life! He is in control of this entire universe! The Lord Jesus was marked out for sacrifice from all eternity. He was, in the purpose of God, “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). Abraham rose up early. He didn’t sleep in. Ge 22:5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. What took place on that mount of sacrifice was a transaction between the Father and the Son ONLY! Nothing whatsoever is said of Sarah in this chapter though she is prominently in the chapter before. Abraham and Isaac must be alone. The Father and the Son alone. Can you see that! There are times when it is just My Father and me alone, but not like this! Then there is the appointed place which enters into their sight. There are “two young men” (Genesis 22:3) that accompany Isaac. 

But as they come near the place of sacrifice, they are left behind (Genesis 22:5). What is the reason we are told of these two men journeying with Abraham and Isaac? Two is the number of witness, but there is more in it than this. These two men witnessed Isaac carrying the wood on his shoulder up the mountain, but what took place between him and his father at the altar they were not permitted to see. No human eye was to behold that. So, we see there “two men,” who followed Abraham and Isaac. Again, which were like all those that followed behind the cross. But they were not permitted to behold what transpired between the Father and the His Son Jesus on the sacrificial altar of Calvary. There was the three hours of darkness which concealed every human eye of the Divine Transaction between God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ on Calvary. Ge 22:6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. Isaac was possibly in his late teens or early twenties. He could have resisted the aged Abraham. But instead of resisting, Isaac quietly follows his father. 

There is no voice of protest raised. He agrees fully by carrying the wood on his own shoulders. How this brings before us Christ, who obeyed His Father fully. There was no indifferent will in Him that needed to be brought into subjection: 
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For Jesus said, “Lo, I come to do Thy will, O God,” was His cry. “I delight to do Thy will” revealed the perfections of His heart. Christ and the Father were of one accord. Note how this is brought here! “And they went both of them together:” Both of them together is repeated twice.(V6 & 8)  And Abraham took the fire in his hand. Everywhere in Scripture, “fire” symbolizes Divine judgment. It expresses the energy of Divine Holiness which burns against sin. It is the perfection of the Divine nature which cannot tolerate that which is, evil. This was first manifested by the flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life (Genesis 3:24). And it will be finally and eternally exhibited in the Lake of fire and brimstone. But here in our type it pointed forward to the Divine judgment which fell upon the head of Jesus Christ as He hung upon the Cross for my sin and yours. There it was that sin, our sin, was being dealt with. Just as Isaac’s father took in his hand the fire and the knife, so the beloved Son Jesus was “smitten of God, and afflicted” (Isaiah 53:4). Ge 22:7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

This is the first time that lamb is used in scripture. 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together. These words of Abraham have a double meaning. They tell us that God was the One who should “provide” the “lamb,” and they also make known the fact that the lamb was for Himself. God alone could supply that which would satisfy Himself. Nothing of man could meet the Divine requirements of God. The sacrifice for sin was found by God Himself and He must supply it. The “lamb” was not only provided by God, but it was also for God. Before blessing could flow forth to men, Divine holiness and justice must be met. The blessed truth is that Christ died for sinners. But He first died, as the Holy Spirit expresses it through the Apostle Paul “to declare His righteousness.... that He might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus” (Romans 3:26).

Note how this comes out in our study. It is not “God Himself will provide a lamb,” but “God will provide Himself a lamb.” “And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And the Angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham, and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not Thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him: for now, I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and beheld behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. Jesus Christ was the ram caught in the thicket of God’s will by the very power (horns) to redeem us. He could not fail to obey His Father’s will. And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-Jireh: as it is said to this day. In the mount of the Lord, it shall be seen” (Genesis 22:9-14). (Jehovah-Jireh) Jehovah will see (to it); Jehovah-Jireh, a symbolical name for Mount Moriah.

Here this passes from Isaac to the ram offered up: “offered up in his stead.” This is foreshadow of Christ dying in the stead of sinners. We are like Isaac was, already in the place of Death, “bound,” unable to help ourselves, with the knife of Divine justice suspended over us. 
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Here it was that the Gospel was “preached unto Abraham.” Ga 3:8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. Similarly in other scriptures we find this double type (both Isaac and the ram) as in the sweet savor and the sin offerings, the two goats on the Day of Atonement, the two birds at the cleansing of the leper. Then also in Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.
From this scripture we learn that Genesis 22 presents to us in type not only Christ offered upon the altar, but Christ raised again from the dead, and that on the third day, too, for it was on “the third day” Abraham received Isaac back again. This pictures that during the three days that passed from the time Abraham received the command from God to offer Isaac up as a burnt offering, his son was as good as dead to him. Then we have the Ascension of Christ. 

After we read of Isaac being laid upon the altar from which Abraham received him back; there was nothing further said of Isaac in Genesis 22. Note verse Ge 22:19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. This leaves Isaac up in the mount! What a remarkable trial of Abraham’s faith and of the Divine grace which sustained him. The spiritual history of Abraham was marked by four great crises, each of which involved the surrender of something which was naturally dear to him. First, he was called on to separate himself from his native land and kindred (Genesis 12:1); Second, he was called on to give up Lot (Genesis 13:1-18); Third, he had to abandon his plan about Ishmael (Genesis 17:17, 18); Fourth, God commanded him to offer up Isaac as a burnt offering. For us; the life of the believer is a series of tests, for only by discipline can the Christian character be developed. So, it was with Abraham. He had been tested again and again, but never as here. God’s demand is, “Son, give Me thine heart (Proverbs 23:26). 

It is not our intellect, our talents, our money, but our heart, that God want. This is The Father’s Heart! He gave us His heart! His only Son Jesus for me and you! When we have responded to God’s requirement, He lays His hand on something especially near and dear to us, to prove the genuineness of our response. God requires truth in the inward parts and not merely on the lips. Therefore, this is how He dealt with Abraham. Look at The Time of Abraham’s Trial. It was “after these things” that God did try Abraham; that is, it was after the twenty-five years of waiting, for the promise seed. It was a son that had been frequently repeated to him. Then after hope had been raised to the highest point, and after it had been turned to enjoyment and Isaac had reached manhood. Probably Abraham thought that when Isaac was born his trials were at an end; if so, he was greatly mistaken. Look at, The Nature of Abraham’s Trial. Abraham was bidden to take his son and do what? 

Deliver him to someone else to sacrifice? He was to be the priest to offer him up for a burnt offering. This was a staggering request! When Ishmael was thirteen years old, Abraham could have been contented without another son, but when Isaac was born and had weaved himself around the father’s heart; how could he part with him. What a fearful struggle. 
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Add to this, the three days’ journey, Isaac having to carry the wood and Abraham the knife and fire up the mountainside, and above all, the cutting question of the son who asked in the simplicity of his heart, without knowing he himself was to be the sacrifice. “Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” (Genesis 22:8) I can only imagine that the shock to Abraham’s natural affection was not the severest part of the trial. What must it have been to his faith. It was not only that Isaac was his son, but he was the promised seed. He was the one in whom all the great things spoken of the seed were to be fulfilled. When he was called to give up his other son, Ishmael,  God gave him a reason for it. But here no reason was given. With Ishmael, he had to go because he was not the child of promise (“in Isaac shall thy seed be called”).  But if Isaac goes who shall substitute for him? To offer up Isaac was to sacrifice the very object of faith! See and consider, Abraham’s Response. 

There was no doubt or delay, and no reluctance or hesitation; instead, he “rose up early in the morning.” There was no opposition either from natural affection or unbelief. Rather he bowed in absolute submission to the will of God. Faith triumphed over natural affection, over reason, and over self-will. Could we do that? Here was a most wonderful demonstration of the effectiveness of Divine grace which can soothe every passion of the human heart and every imagination of the carnal mind, bringing all into submission and agreement with God. And what was the effect of this trial upon Abraham? He was fully rewarded, for he discovered something in God he never knew before. God is Jehovah-Jireh. The Lord who will provide. It is only by passing through trials that we learn what God is! We learn what His grace, His faithfulness, His sufficiency is to us. He is my everything! 

May the Lord grant us more of that power of faith by His Word of Grace, by the power of the Holy Spirit which, with open hand; we take every blessing which God gives us, and with open hand; we give it back to Him, in the spirit of worship. Ge 22:15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; **** Here is the wonder of the Abrahamic covenant (contract)  and why it works. The responsibility of this contract is all on God Himself. It was because of what Jesus did on the cross. Ge 22:18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. Then this is the promise of the millennium when all nations will be blessed. 

Comments on Tonight’s Study
Key Lessons from Genesis 22 – The Father’s Heart
1. Faith Requires Complete Trust in God
0. True faith means obeying God even when His commands seem difficult or confusing. Abraham trusted that God’s plan was greater than his understanding, showing us that faith often requires stepping into the unknown with confidence in God.
1. God is the Ultimate Provider (Jehovah-Jireh)
1. God provided a ram in place of Isaac, symbolizing His ability to meet our needs in every situation. This reminds us that God’s provision is perfect, even in moments of uncertainty or trial.
1. Jesus is Foreshadowed as the Ultimate Sacrifice
2. Isaac carrying the wood for his sacrifice parallels Jesus carrying the cross. Both demonstrate willing submission to the Father’s will, pointing to Christ’s role as the perfect atonement for sin.
1. Obedience Unlocks God’s Blessings
3. Abraham’s obedience resulted in the reaffirmation of God’s covenant, promising that through his lineage, all nations would be blessed. This teaches us that obedience to God brings both personal and eternal blessings.
1. Trials Test and Strengthen Our Faith
4. Abraham’s test was not to harm him but to prove and refine his faith. Trials in our lives are opportunities to grow spiritually and trust God more deeply.
1. Some Steps of Faith Must Be Taken Alone
5. Abraham and Isaac went alone to the place of sacrifice, reflecting moments when we, like Jesus, may need to walk alone with God in faith and obedience.
1. God’s Plan is Greater Than Ours
6. Abraham didn’t understand why God asked for Isaac, but he trusted Him. This reminds us that God’s purposes are bigger and better than what we can see or imagine.
1. Worship is Rooted in Surrender
7. Worship in Genesis 22 involves surrendering what is most precious to God. True worship comes from yielding our hearts, will, and lives to Him.
1. God is Sovereign Over All
8. The story reinforces that God is fully in control—of the world, our lives, and His eternal plan. Even when events seem chaotic, God’s purposes remain steady and sure.
1. God Desires Our Heart Above All Else
9. God did not truly want Isaac’s life; He wanted Abraham’s full devotion. Similarly, God desires our wholehearted love and surrender more than anything we can offer.

