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Ex 5:1  And afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness. 2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go. Again Pharaoh is brought to a place of decision and he could have said yes, but he would not let the people go. So God said I will harden his heart. The way God did this was to bring him to a place that he had to make a decision. Pharaoh said it right; I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go. Satan is not willing to lose sinners. Moses and Aaron were now required to confront Pharaoh in person. They were to tell him that the Lord God required him to let the people whom he held in slavery go, to worship God in the wilderness. The Lord told His servants that He would harden Pharaoh’s heart so that he would not let the people go. Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh. This is an example of God’s power to overcome the opposition of the flesh, and to impart grace to the trembling heart, and to demonstrate that our strength is made perfect in weakness. 

Ex 5:3 And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days’ journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the LORD our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword. God had already promised Moses that he and his people should worship God on Mount Sinai in V3:12. Note this: it was much more than a three days’ journey from Egypt. We can compare verses12:37; 14:2; 15:22 and 19:1. God had declared that He would bring them unto Canaan in V3:8. Why, then, didn’t Moses tell Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go, and give permission for them to leave his land for good? It might have been because to ask for the Israelites to leave Egypt completely might have appeared to the Egyptians and Pharaoh as an unreasonable request. But to ask for a three days journey may have been a reasonable request. He made a smaller request first.God is about to judge Pharaoh and Egypt. But first in order that they may be judged, they must first be revealed to themselves and to all men. A three days’ journey into the wilderness would not have taken the Israelites much beyond the Egyptian frontier. The heart of Pharaoh and of his people was revealed in their refusal of a perfectly reasonable request. That illustrates how Satan binds sinners and makes them slaves of passions and evil habits. When they would turn to the Lord, Satan refuses to let them go. The mighty power of God only can loosen them. 

But that bondage awakened a cry in Israel for deliverance. Likewise, afflictions and disappointments in life sometimes arouse the unsaved to cry out to God for salvation from sin. People do not want the Lord, as long as the world satisfies them. Ex 5:4 And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works? get you unto your burdens. 5 And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens. It seems clear from this that Pharaoh had already heard of the conference which Moses and Aaron had held with the elders of Israel, and knew of the signs which had been produced before them. These had created a considerable stir among the elders and the Hebrews. I am sure instead of going about their regular labor they expected the Lord to act on their behalf immediately. Isn’t that what we want. We want God to do it now! Pharaoh had charged Moses and Aaron with hindering the people from their work. Ex 5:6 And Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmasters of the people, and their officers, saying, 

Page 2
7 Ye shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8 And the tale of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof: for they be idle; therefore they cry, saying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God. Again and again when people begin to yield to the Lord and believe what God said, it is amazing how things get worse than they were before. This is a pattern seen over and over in scripture. And then Satan also tries to discourage us from doing what we know that God wants us to do. That is what we see here. Has God ever judged a people whom He has not first dealt with in that very way? This conflict was to be waged on the ground chosen by God. The battle was not just for Israel’s deliverance from bitter bondage. It was not fought and won so that Israel might be able to go forth and possess the land promised to her fathers. The one purpose was that Israel should dwell in God’s Tabernacle. Israel was to be redeemed to be God’s people. Israel’s mission was and is to serve God. Israel was to worship God. Then here was God’s claim against Pharaoh. Pharaoh said: The people are mine; I will not let them go. God said: The people are Mine; you must let them go; God says, they have been created and chosen that they may serve Me. The conflict was being waged over the destiny of a race, its place in history, and in the service of humanity. Was Israel to be slave, or priest? The Israelites had become Egypt’s beast of burden. But they are to be the anointed of God. 

The demand by God was prophetic and it was freedom to worship the living God. It was the very demand made for Israel in Egypt. This was not for their rights as citizens; it was for liberty to worship God in accordance with His demand. God addressed Pharaoh’s responsibility, giving him the opportunity for obedience, speaking to him in grace. God does not pour out His judgments on this arrogant king yet. Before God dealt in wrath, He acted in mercy. This is always God’s way. Remember God sent forth Noah as a preacher of righteousness and Enoch as a messenger of the coming storm, before the Flood came. He sent forth one prophet after another unto Israel, before He sent them into captivity. And later, He sent forth His own Son, Jesus Christ followed by the apostles, before Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D. So it is with the world today. God is now dealing in grace and long-suffering, sending forth His servants far and wide, requesting  men to flee from the wrath to come. This is the Day of Salvation and it is rapidly drawing to a close, and once the Lord Jesus rises from His place at God’s right hand, the door of mercy will be shut, and the storm of God’s righteous anger will pour forth. What was Pharaoh’s response to the offers of God’s grace. He defiantly refuses to bow to His command. 

The character of the king Egypt was fully revealed when he said,  I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go. This is the same reply made by many of those who hear God’s call to Repent and Believe! In the Gospel God now commandeth all men everywhere to repent in Ac 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: 1Jo 3:23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. But the response of the unbelieving and rebellious heart of the natural man is: who is the Lord that I should obey His voice? This speaks of the pride of the man who hardens his heart against the Blessed Lord. I know Him not Pharaoh said. This expresses the heart of the sinner today. What makes it so dreadful is, the sinner desires not to correct his ignorance. For these two things God will yet take vengeance when Christ returns. 
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He will be revealed in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that have refused His Son Jesus Christ, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess. 1:8). The request of Moses was, let us go, we pray thee, three days’ journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord our God. This tells of what God’s heart wanted, and it tells what man’s sin needed. The feast points to rejoicing, and the sacrifice to what makes rejoicing possible. Note the ground upon which Moses bases the Hebrews’ need of a sacrifice. Moses said in V3, lest He fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword. Israel was guilty, and deserving of punishment, and the only way of escape was through an atonement being made for them. God must be satisfied and blood must be shed. The Divine justice must be appeased. Only this way could God be reconciled to them. Note: a three days’ journey was necessary before the Hebrews could sacrifice to God. Three days speaks of the interval between death and resurrection. It is only on resurrection-ground, as we are made alive from the dead. Then we can hold a feast unto the Lord! Ex 5:9 Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour therein; and let them not regard vain words. 10 And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their officers, and they spake to the people, saying, Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 

11 Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it: yet not ought of your work shall be diminished. 12 So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw. Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may labor therein; and let them not regard vain words. This is the effect of rejecting God’s testimony. To resist the light means increased darkness: to turn from the truth is to become more thoroughly than ever under the power of Satan. Instead of allowing the Hebrews to go and sacrifice to God, Pharaoh orders their work to be made harder. So it is with the sinner who disobeys what the Gospel says. The one who refuses to repent becomes more defiant, more lawless, until the Lord leaves that person to his own ways and leaves him to suffer. God will never force us to do anything, but He will make you wish you had followed Him. The unbelief of Pharaoh comes out plainly here: Where God Himself is unknown His words are but idle tales. To talk of sacrificing unto God is meaningless to natural man of the world. That’s how they view the Holy Scriptures today. The Bible tells man that he is a fallen creature, unprepared to die, unfit for the presence of a holy God. 

The Bible tells us of the wondrous provision of God’s grace, and presents the all-sufficient Savior to us. The Bible warns Pharaoh faithfully of the solemn issues at stake, and asks him how he shall escape if he neglects so great salvation. The Bible tells Pharaoh and natural man plainly that he that believeth not shall be damned, and that whosoever’s name is not found written in the book of life shall be cast into the Lake of Fire. Ex 5:13 And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw.14 And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both yesterday and today, as heretofore? The severe actions which Pharaoh ordered to be taken upon the Hebrews illustrate the evil efforts of Satan against the soul that God’s grace is dealing with. When the Devil recognizes the Holy Spirit moving toward a poor sinner, he will put forth every effort to maintain his victims. The devil spares no pains to hinder the deliverance of his slaves. Satan never gives up his prey without a fierce struggle. When a soul is convicted of sin, and brought to liberty and peace with God, the Devil will try, just as Pharaoh did with the Israelites. The devil will increase with anything, to remove all spiritual desires from the heart.
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An example of this is in Lu 9:38 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child. 39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him hardly departeth from him. 40 And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could not. 41 And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy son hither. 42 And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to his father. This obsessed youth was coming to Christ, and while on the way, Satan’s representative wanted to rend him to pieces. So long as a person has no desire for Christ, the Devil will leave him alone. But once a soul is awakened to his need of a Savior and begins to seriously seek Him, Satan will put forth every effort to hinder him. This is why so many convicted souls find that their case gets worse before it gets better. So it was here with the Hebrews. Just as hope was awakened, the opposition against them became stronger: just when deliverance seemed close, their oppression increased.

Ex 5:15 Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants? 16 There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people. How true to human nature is this! Instead of crying unto the Lord these leaders of the Israelites turned unto Pharaoh for relief. They wanted to appeal to his pity or to his sense of justice. Surely, he would see that his demands were unreasonable and impossible to fulfill. No! The natural man always prefers to lean upon the arm of flesh than to be supported by the Lord who is invisible. Even today people will turn for help to the evangelist, or his pastor, his Sunday School teacher, his parents, any one rather than the Lord Himself. God is generally our last resource! But watch how deeply and humbling the amazing grace which bears with such waywardness. Grace not only has to begin the work of salvation; it also has to continue and complete it. It is all of grace from first to last. Ex 5:17 But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice to the LORD. 18 Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks.

Little good did it do Israel’s officers to appeal to Pharaoh. He was absolutely inflexible. Pharaoh insulted them, charging them with laziness arguing that it was not so much the honor of God they regarded, as that they might escape from their work. Ex 5:19 And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in evil case, after it was said, Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of your daily task. 20 And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh: 21 And they said unto them, The LORD look upon you, and judge; because ye have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. Poor Moses his troubles were just getting started. He had been prepared for the rejection which he received from Pharaoh, for the Lord had said plainly that the king’s heart would harden. But we have no record that he would be met with discouragement and opposition from his own brethren. A real testing this is and was for God’s servant. It is far more trying to be criticized by our own brethren, by those whom we are anxious to help, than it is to be persecuted by the world. But we must endure that which also came upon Christ. The Lord Himself was hated by his own brethren. The very ones who Jesus ministered divine grace cried out Crucify Him!
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Ex 5:22 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that thou hast sent me? 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou delivered thy people at all. In other words where are you God, you haven’t delivered the people at all. Notice that God has His purposes and He is going to present even greater miracles as time goes on because it gives God the opportunity to pour out all of these judgments; and for Israel to really see what God is able to do. There are going to be ten judgments here; and after the first few, God separated Israel there in the land of Egypt to Goshen and Israel didn’t have to go through all of these judgments as did the Egyptians. God has His reasons for His delays. Moses did the right thing in turning to the Lord in the hour of trial, but notice how he speaks in the way that he did.  Sometimes in our unbelief, we are so guilty of asking similar questions. These things are recorded faithfully for our admonition; to caution us. There was no need for God to hurry. His delay in delivering Israel and His permitting them to endure still greater afflictions accomplished many things. It gave more of an opportunity for Pharaoh to display the wickedness of the human heart. 

The Lord was waiting to demonstrate that He bears with much long-suffering with the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction. It served to show how righteous God was in visiting Pharaoh and his followers with painful judgment. Israel too needed to be humbled: they also were a stiff-necked people. This was clear from their words to Moses and Aaron at this time. The more Israel was afflicted the more they appreciated the Lord’s deliverance when the time came. The Lord always has a good reason for each of His delays. The lesson for us is; let us daily seek grace to Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.
This is also a picture of what Israel will have to endure in the coming day. The afflictions which came upon the Hebrews in Egypt just before the Lord delivered them from their hard and cruel bondage is a foreshadow of the awful experiences they will pass through during the time of Jacob’s trouble or the Great Tribulation. Pharaoh’s conduct in our chapter of his cruel treatment of the children of Israel; and his defiance of God, his rejection of the testimony of God’s two witnesses, Moses and Aaron; all this accurately typifies the course which will be followed by the Man of Sin, the antichrist. This Old Testament history is also prophetic in their foretelling of coming events. Lord open our eyes so that we may see both the application to ourselves and those who are to follow us if the Lord tarries.

Moses had been severely tried: he had gone in unto Pharaoh and demanded him to let the Hebrews go so that they might sacrifice unto God. But Pharaoh refused and he had also given orders that his slaves, the Hebrews should have additional burdens laid upon them. The officers of the children of Israel talked to Pharaoh, but he mocked them. They then went to Moses and Aaron and called down a curse upon them. The words of verse 5:21 are very forceful words. V21The Lord look upon you, and judge; because ye have made our savor to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh. Moses then returned to the Lord and poured out his heart before Him. The reference seems to be that he had committed his way unto the Lord before he went to Pharaoh, and now after his failure, he turns again to the throne of grace. The discouragements which Moses had felt were more than flesh could stand, and he asks God, Wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated this people? and why is it that Thou hast sent me? Moses questioned God. But it is written, in Ps. 103:14, 8.
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He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust, and again, The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. Instead of chastising His servant Moses, the Lord encouraged him; instead of setting him aside, He revealed Himself in all His grace.
We defeat ourselves by being occupied with the difficulties that come our way but we are human. He knows our weak frame. It is so difficult when we are in the midst of a great trial to see anything but the trial. God in His divine grace will known to us the triumphant outcome instead of being harassed by the enemy’s fiery darts. We can rest on the assuring promise that the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. Ro 16:20 And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. Isa 46:10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: This declares God’s sovereignty and foreknowledge. He announces the end from the beginning and from ancient times the things that are not yet done. This shows that God has a complete understanding of His plans and purposes from the very start, and nothing can stop His will or counsel.


