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In Chap 4 we find that Moses is beautifully typified of Christ. When Jesus came into this world Jesus had certain signs that proved He was the Son of God. So God is going to give Moses some evidence of that as well in v 4, 6 and 8. In our last lesson we saw the response which Moses made to the call he received from God. After forty years on the backside of the desert he was visited by the Lord, who told him it was His purpose to send him unto Pharaoh (3:16). Moses was a little taken back by what God was asking him to do and he said,  Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh? In response to this God assured Moses that He would be with him. Moses next asked in whose name he should address Israel, and then God revealed Himself as the great I am, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. The Lord promised that He would deliver His people from the affliction of Egypt and bring them unto the land of Canaan. God told Moses to appear before Pharaoh with the demand that the king allow the Hebrews to go three days’ journey into the wilderness that they might hold a feast unto the Lord their God. 

Also, the Lord informed Moses He was sure that Pharaoh would not grant this request. Yet, God would show forth such wonders that in the end the king would let them go; and not only so, but that He would give His people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians so that they would be enriched and they would not go out empty-handed. Yet even with these reassurances, Moses continued to be occupied with difficulties and to raise objections: In Ex 4:1 And Moses answered and said, But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The LORD hath not appeared unto thee. The Lord gave Moses the power to perform three wonders or signs, which were to be produced before his fellow countrymen for the purpose of convincing them that Moses was God’s approved representative. There is a deep meaning to these three signs, and they were designed to teach important lessons both to Moses, to Israel, and to us. At the beginning of Israel’s history it was God’s method to teach more by signs and symbols, than by formal and open instruction. Note: these three signs are the first recorded in Scripture, so they are of prime importance and worthy of our most careful study.

Ex 4:2 And the LORD said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. 3 And he said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from before it. 4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand: This rod is symbolic of Satan or the serpent, but Jesus had absolute control over Satan when He came into this world. He manifested that He had control and power over Satan. The first of these signs was the turning of the rod into a serpent, and then back again into a rod. I want to study this miracle from several different angles: from its practical lessons, its doctrinal meaning, its symbolic value, its evangelical message, its historical significance, its dispensational forecast, and its typical significance. The first design of God in connection with this sign was to teach Moses himself a practical lesson. This rod or staff in his hand was his support. It was that which gave him help as he walked. He leaned on it when he was weary; it was his defense in times of danger. Psalm 23:4 we learn the rod speaks of the upholding, strengthening, protecting grace of God. Here, is the first lesson the Lord taught Moses. If Moses would continue to be dependent on God, all would be well; but let him cast his rod to the ground, that is, let him renounce God’s grace, let him cast away his confidence in God; let him attempt to stand alone, and he would at once find himself helpless before that old Serpent, the Devil. 
Page 2
Here the lesson for Moses, and for us: the secret of overcoming Satan lies in leaning in simple dependency and conscious weakness on our staff, which is the power of God and that is grace is the power! But this first sign was also designed to teach Moses, and us, a great doctrinal lesson. In Ps 2:9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. And then in Re 2:27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. We learn in both of these verses that during the Millennium the Lord Jesus will rule the nations with a rod of iron. The rod, then, speaks of governmental power. But what is meant by the casting down the rod to the ground? It speaks of God delegating governmental power to the rulers of earth. And what has been the history of man’s use of this delegated power? Abuse! Exactly what the serpent suggests: it has been employed in the service of Satan! But note: Moses as God’s representative of Israel took the serpent by the tail. Why by the tail? Because the time for its head to be bruised had not yet come. Christ had not yet come. Then the serpent was transformed into a rod in Moses’ hand again. 

This tells us that Satan is not a free agent. He is completely under God’s control, to be used by Him in fulfillment of His counsels as He sees fit. God was assuring Moses that the enemy would try to rage against him but would be unable to withstand him! This sign was also produced by Moses before the Hebrews as a proof that God had called and given him power to be their deliverer. To see the rod of Moses become a serpent before their eyes would show that he was given supernatural power. To take that serpent by the tail and transform it again to a rod, would prove that Moses had performed this miracle by God. Moses was to show that he was able to deal with the serpent, making the rod a serpent, and the serpent a rod as he saw fit. Moses demonstrated that he was commissioned and empowered by God. Then we have the evangelical message. The rod cast to the ground became a serpent, and we are told Moses fled from before it. Clearly this speaks of the helplessness of man to cope with Satan. Also, the sinner is completely under the Devil’s power. 

Such was the condition of Israel at this time. They were subject to a bondage far worse and more serious than any that the Egyptians could inflict upon them by Satan and sin. What is more, they were unable to free themselves. Nothing but Divine power could free them, and this is just what this sign was fitted to teach them. Note: this power was placed in the hands of a mediator Moses. He was the one who stood between Israel and God. He, and he only, was qualified to deliver them from the serpent. His power over the serpent was manifested by taking it by the tail and reducing it to nothing. It disappeared when it became a rod again. This speaks to us of the Lord Jesus, the One Mediator between God and men, of whom Moses was a type. In Him Jesus Christ is your only hope; He alone can deliver us from the power of that old Serpent, the Devil. The sign itself consisted of three things: a rod held in the hand of Moses (God’s representative), the rod thrown down to the ground and becoming a serpent, the serpent transformed into a rod again. These three things accurately symbolized the early history of Israel. From the Call of Abraham to the going down of his descendants into Egypt. Israel had been held (miraculously supported) in the hand of God. Then, in the person of Joseph, they had attained to the position of rule over Egypt. 
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But then a king arose who did not know Joseph, and the Hebrews were then cast down to the ground, humiliated by severe and cruel bondage. This was until at the time of Moses it seemed as though they were completely at the mercy of Satan. But the time for deliverance had now drawn near, and the Lord assures them by means of this sign that they will not remain in the place of oppression any longer, but would be delivered. And not only so, the last part of the sign gave the promise that they should be raised to the place of rulership again. This sign prefigures the three great stages in the history of Israel. This sign also shows the whole future history of Israel. The rod held in the hand anticipated them in the position of authority in Canaan. But following their rejection of Christ the rod was cast down to the ground, and for nineteen centuries Israel has been the prey and sport of the Serpent Satan. But this will not be forever. The time is coming when Israel shall be raised out of the dust of degradation and, in the hand of a greater than Moses, Jesus Christ, and they shall be made the head of the nations (Deut. 28:13). This marvelous sign prefigures both the past and the future for the Chosen Nation Israel.

This sign is still deeper. It has its reference to Christ Himself, and that the great mysteries of the Divine Incarnation and Atonement were foreshadowed. In Psalm 110:2 the Lord Jesus is called the Rod of God: Ps 110:2 The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. The Lord shall send the Rod (it is the same Hebrew word as here in Exodus 4 of Thy strength out of Zion: it is to rule in the midst of Thine enemies. The reference in Psalm 110 is to the second advent or coming of Christ when His governmental authority and power shall be fully displayed. But when He was on the earth the first time, it was in weakness and humiliation. There is no possible way in which the Rod Jesus Christ became a serpent! But the serpent is connected with the Curse (Gen. 3), and on the Cross, Christ was made a curse for His people (Gal. 3:10-13). He also Said to Nicodemus in John 3:14 As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up. But blessed be God that is all past: the Lord Jesus (the Rod) is now exalted to God’s right hand, and soon He will take to Himself His power and reign over the earth. 

Ex 4:6 And the LORD said furthermore unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And he put his hand into his bosom: and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 7 And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom again. And he put his hand into his bosom again; and plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was turned again as his other flesh. This tells us that He had power over sin. Jesus showed that He had power over sin and disease. By the sign of the rod, God’s power delegated to Moses over the power of Satan, was proven. By the sign of the leprous hand, His power over sin and disease was demonstrated. By the sign of the blood, His power over life and material things was to be shown. These signs were to prove to Israel and to Pharaoh. Jesus manifested all of these when He came into the world. Ex 4:8 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign. Leprosy is the well-known emblem of sin and it starts with a harmless spot, and its incurability so far as the wisdom of man is concerned. Moses put his hand into his bosom, the closest to his heart and when he pulled it out, it was leprous. Then God said to Moses to replace his hand in his bosom, and on taking it out the leprosy had disappeared. The sign of the leprous hand was for the instruction of Moses. 
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The hand speaks of energy: it is the instrument for work. Moses was God’s instrument for doing a wonderful work in Egypt. But the Lord here shows him that the flesh is set aside; it is not the energy of the natural man which is the main thing of God’s action in service. How can it be, when the flesh is corrupt and under God’s curse? In the natural, man’s hand or the flesh is unfit to be used by God. But Divine grace intervenes in cleansing power, and that which is weak becomes strong. It is all because of the Lord’s powerful grace. Moses himself was a humbling one, lest he become puffed up by the power of the rod. Therefore whatever God was pleased to accomplish by him must be attributed alone to sovereign grace. Moses is the representative of the Hebrews, for he was one of them, and what was before his eyes, portrayed the condition of his people. In themselves they differed nothing from the Egyptians. They too were defiled and needed cleansing. The seat of the trouble laid within their hearts. It was not the hand which affected the heart, but the heart which affected the hand! We have heard it said that such a person may be weak and rebellious, but he has a good heart. 

That is totally false. Mt 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: Cleansing must begin with the heart. This is signified by the leprous hand being thrust into the bosom close to the heart before the disease was removed. And how is this brought about? By the power of God. True, from the Divine side; but what of the human side? The leprous heart symbolizes sin hidden, the leprous hand, sin exposed. It was the hand plucked out of the bosom which showed what was within the heart! And it is exactly this which God demands from the sinner. What is so hateful to God and so fatal to us, is for the sinner to deny his ruined and lost condition. As long as man seeks to conceal the iniquity within, and as long as he disguises himself and pretends to be other than a guilty, undone sinner, there is no hope for him. Seeking to hide their shame was one of the first acts of Adam and Eve after their fall. All the false religions have the same thing in view. But to come out into the light, to own our lost condition, to confess our sins, is the first essential thing from the human side in salvation. This is repentance. This is also a foreshadowing of that which is central in the great work of Redemption. Moses here prefigures the great Deliverer of God’s people, Jesus Christ. 

First, Moses is seen as whole, then as leprous, then whole again. This is the view which Scripture gives us of the Savior. Jesus is extremely holy in Himself: He had no sin (Heb. 4:15), did no sin (1 Pet. 2:22), knew no sin (2 Cor. 5:21). But in infinite grace He took our place and was made sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21). He bare our sins in His own body on the tree (1 Pet. 2:24). Because of this He was, at that time, in the sight of God what the leper was. He was defiled, unclean; not inherently so, but by reproach. The leper’s place was outside the Camp (Lev. 13:46), away from where God dwelt. And on the Cross Christ was separated for three terrible hours from His Father a holy God. But after the awful penalty of sin had been endured and the work of atonement was finished, Jesus is seen again in communion with God. Jesus said, Father into Thy hands I commit My spirit. This is evidence of that. He was laid in the sepulcher. Further in Ps 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. After Moses thrust his leprous hand into his bosom, he drew it forth again perfectly whole with every trace of leprosy gone. This tells us of Christ as the great Deliverer He destroyed the works of the Devil. (1 John 3:8). Further it signified that He took away our sins (1 John 3:5). 
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Ex 4:9 And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry land: and the water which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land. This tells us that He had power over life and material things. The Nile was Egypt’s life. History says that it annually flooded. Its waters poured over its banks and spread the fertilizing mud over the ground, which prepared the way for the harvest. But the sign shows that God could turn that blessing into a fearful plague. Instead of life God could make the river bring forth death: instead of fruitfulness, corruption. This third sign is very solemn. This third sign was to be wrought only if the testimony of the first two was refused. It therefore tells of the consequences of refusing to believe what the other signs so plainly witnessed. If man rejects the testimony of God’s Word, then he is under the dominion of Satan and is depraved by nature. If he refuses Jesus Christ who alone can deliver him and cleanse him, then nothing but Divine judgment awaits him. The water turned into blood speaks of the life, giving place to death. 

It foresees the second death, which is eternal death, The Lake of Fire, which awaits every Christ rejector. Scripture says, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. Ex 4:10 And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. 11 And the LORD said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not I the LORD? Ex 4:12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say. God has to teach us, we are not born with the knowledge, we must  learn as we go on with the Lord. Compare Ga 1:15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: At this time Moses thought he wasn’t a good speaker; he was slow of speech. In other words; I can’t! He and others suppose that the gift of speaking is a prime pre-requisite for effective ministry. We do not come in enticing words of men’s wisdom; as though carnal weapons could have a place in spiritual warfare. We speak from the heart what God has taught us. 

We cannot  forget those words of the Apostle Paul, And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God (1 Cor. 2:1)! God was demonstrating once more to Moses how different are His ways from man’s. The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God (1 Cor. 3:19), and that which is highly esteemed among men, is abomination in His sight (Luke 16:15). The instrument through whom God did the most for Israel, was Moses, and the one He used in bringing the greatest blessing to the Gentiles, was the Apostle Paul. Was each unqualified when judged by the standards of human wisdom? Refer to these scriptures of the Apostle Paul as a speaker. 2Co 10:1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you: and 2Co 11:6 But though I be rude (unlearned) in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been thoroughly made manifest among you in all things. The Lord tells Moses, now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say (v. 12). What a reassuring word this was! Better is the teaching of the Lord and His control of the tongue than any gift of eloquence or any of the deceits of speech which human training can provide. 
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It is just these substitutes of human deceits which has degraded too many of our pulpits from places where the pure word of God should be taught. Men have turned the pulpit into stages on which they display their theatrical abilities. Is it any wonder that God’s blessing has long since departed from the vast majority of our pulpits when we see the error that is being taught. All the schooling in the world is of no use unless the Lord is “with the mouth” of the preacher, teaching him what he shall say as He said this to Moses. If the Lord is with Moses and He was, then, eloquence and showy devices are needless and useless. Note: it is what the preacher has to say of the word of God, not how he says it, which matters most. God has used the simple language of unschooled far more than He has the polished human wisdom of man! Ex 4:13 And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send. That is, send any one, but not me! Moses was still unwilling to act as the Lord’s ambassador. In fact he now asked God to select another in his place. This is not only distrustful, but rebellious. The faithfulness of Moses in recording his own sins, and the anger of the Lord against him, is proof of the Divine truth of the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit did not omit this. He tells the entire truth good or bad. 

Ex 4:14 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 15 And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. Moses is typical of Christ and He came out of Egypt first and Aaron is typical of the full overcomer who meets him, before the Church or the world or the nation of Israel. Ex 4:16 And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God. Moses will get the orders and give them to Aaron and Aaron will address the people. Ex 4:17 And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. 18 And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father-in-law, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, Go in peace. Moses has agreed to go back to Egypt, but first he goes back to his father-in-law. If we contrast that to the way Jacob, did it in Ge 31:17-20. 

Jacob just stole away unawares and notice the trouble that followed, but here Moses did it the right way, he went to his father-in-law and asked permission. This seems to hold up a faithful mirror in which you and I can see our hearts reflected? Sometimes we are more ready to trust anything than the living God. We falter, hesitate, and doubt when we have the light of God’s countenance to cheer us, and the strength of His almighty arm to support us. Oh that we might trust Him with more confidence, and walk on with our Lord. We have Him alone always for our resource and portion. Though God’s anger was kindled against Moses, His wrath was tempered by mercy. To strengthen his weak faith, the Lord grants him still another sign that He would give him success. As Moses returned to Egypt, he would find Aaron coming forth to meet him. Note this that when God works, He works at both ends of the line! We can also refer to the eunuch and Philip, Saul and Ananias, Cornelius and Peter which show the same thing. Note that when Moses went to Jethro, he says nothing about the Lord’s appearing to him, or of the communication he had received, nor of the positive assurance from God that He would bring His people out of Egypt into Canaan. Evidently Moses was still not convinced. This is clear from the next verse: 
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Ex 4:19 And the LORD said unto Moses in Midian, Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead which sought thy life. The Lord repeated His command, and at the same time graciously removed the fears of Moses. Maybe Moses had been thinking of the trouble which he had fled from forty years before. Ex 4:20 And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 21 And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. Pharaoh is given the opportunity to do what God said, and when he doesn’t, it is equivalent to saying, God will harden his heart. It was. Pharaoh that made his choice contrary to God. It means that Pharaoh would have never made this decision if God hadn’t brought him to it. When God forced him to the decision then God says I will harden his heart. God placed the issue of obeying Him which Pharaoh refused. Pharaoh hardened his own heart in refusal of God’s decree. Light was rejected; obedience was rejected; which hardens the heart. Ex 4:22 And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: 

23 And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn. 24  And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him. 25 Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. Here is where God has to make certain that Zipporah, Moses wife was certain that Moses was the leader of this family. God cannot have Moses out here in the front if he is not actually ruling over his own house, so it is Zipporah who has to bow to God here in order to give this authority to Moses. So she is willing to circumcise her son in order that Moses will not be slain before the Lord. Note there was one other thing needed to be attended to, before Moses is ready to act as God’s ambassador. God was about to fulfill His covenant promise to Abraham, but the sign of that covenant was circumcision, and the son of Moses had not received it. Maybe because of the objections of the mother. The Divine requirements could not be passed by, and Moses is reminded of the holiness of God. Ex 4:26 So he let him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision. Also we do not know what way the Lord was thinking of killing Moses. 

It seems clear that he was stricken down helpless, for his wife was the one who performed the circumcision on their son. This points to a most solemn warning to Christian fathers today. A man may be united to a woman who opposes him at every step as he desires to maintain a scriptural discipline in his home, but this does not absolve him from doing his duty. Ex 4:27 And the LORD said to Aaron, Go into the wilderness to meet Moses. And he went, and met him in the mount of God, and kissed him. 28 And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the signs which he had commanded him. Again, God works both ends of the line. Moses was advancing toward Egypt; Aaron is sent to meet him. What an encouragement this was for Moses. Often times the Lord in His tenderness gives such encouragements to His servants, especially in their earlier days; He did this for Eliezer (Gen. 24:14, 18, 19) to Joseph (Gen. 37:7, 8); to the disciples (Mark 14:13); to Paul (Acts 9:11, 12); to Peter (Acts 10:17).
Note the meeting place of these brothers: it was in the mount of God. This is where God had first appeared to Moses (3:1). The mount speaks, of elevation, elevation of spirit through communion with the Most High God. This is an essential prerequisite for all effective ministry. 
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It is only as the servant has been in the mount with God that he is ready to go forth and represent Him in the plains! Again and again was this illustrated in the life of the perfect Servant Jesus Christ. Turn to the four Gospels, and note how frequently we are told there of Christ retiring to the mount. Ex 4:29 And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the children of Israel: 30 And Aaron spake all the words which the LORD had spoken unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. Ex 4:31 And the people believed: and when they heard that the LORD had visited the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped. Compare this when Jesus came into the world there were those that believed the signs and believed on Him, the disciples in John 2. There were some who believed these signs. The elders are always viewed as the representatives of the people: they were the heads of the tribes and of the leading families. Unto them Aaron delivered all that God had said unto Moses, and Moses performed the two signs. The result was precisely as God had fore-announced (3:18). 

Moses had said, They will not believe me. (4:1); the Lord had declared they would, and so it came to pass. They believed that Moses was sent of God, and that he would be their deliverer. Believing this, they bowed their heads and worshipped, adoring the goodness of God, and expressing their thankfulness. In the favorable response which Moses received from the elders of Israel , this shows once more the tender mercy and grace of our Lord. On their first entrance into Egypt, the Lord motivated the hearts of the people to believe. God did not put a great strain upon their faith at first, nor did He lay upon them a burden greater than what they were able to bear. It is for us that the real trials are kept back until we have become accustomed to the yoke. This fourth chapter of Exodus is wonderful for every minister of God. It is full of important lessons which each servant of God’s needs to take to heart.
