Exodus 26:1-14 The Curtains December 2, 2025
Ex 26:1 Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them. Here is where we get into the gifts. These were made with the gifts that the people willingly offered. The fine twin linen represents the righteousness of the saints. Re 19:8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
The color blue speaks of Christ the heavenly being. The purple represents Christ of the royal line, the kingly line. Purple is a royal color. The color scarlet tells us of the atonement of Jesus. All of these colors were brought out in the curtains. All of these things point to Christ in some way. That was the very purpose of them. You find in the book of Hebrews that the Apostle Paul devotes that entire book in showing how that Christ was the fulfillment of all of the types and shadows in the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit now informs us of what comprised the roof of God’s dwelling-place. This consisted of a number of linen curtains, richly embroidered, and joined together. Over these was a set of goats’ hair curtains; and over these was a covering of rams’ skins dyed red, and on the outside of all was a covering of badgers’ skins. 

Note that the curtain ceiling is described before the boards, which formed the sides of the Tabernacle. Man would naturally have begun with a description of the framework, then the roof, and then the furniture placed within the finished building. But God’s thoughts and ways are the opposite of ours. Ex 26:2 The length of one curtain shall be eight and twenty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and every one of the curtains shall have one measure. This inner ceiling was composed of ten white curtains, richly ornamented, each twenty-eight cubits (forty-two feet) in length, and four cubits (six feet) in width. These were joined together in fives, breadth to breadth, which is a total length of forty-two feet and a breadth of sixty feet. It would not only reach across the Tabernacle, which was fifteen feet in width, but would overlap its sides. The two sets of five or ten white curtains were linked together by fifty loops of blue in each, which were fastened with fifty taches or clasps of gold. This united the whole curtains together in one solid piece. There are seven things about these Curtains which we will discover. Their Material. Thou shalt make the Tabernacle of ten curtains of fine twined linen. It is interesting to note that in Ex 26:15 we read; Thou shalt make boards for the Tabernacle: whereas the Curtains were themselves called the Tabernacle. 

What we have before us here is Christ incarnate providing a dwelling-place on earth for God. 
These spotless Curtains pointed to the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and revealed the holiness of His nature. So as our example we have the priests who were clothed with the fine linen in Ex 28:38-43; And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD. 39 And thou shalt embroider the coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of fine linen, and thou shalt make the girdle of needlework. 40 And for Aaron’s sons thou shalt make coats, and thou shalt make for them girdles, and bonnets shalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty. 41 And thou shalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him; and shalt anoint them, and consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's office. 42 And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their nakedness; from the loins even unto the thighs they shall reach: 


43 And they shall be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die: it shall be a statute forever unto him and his seed after him. So, on the great day of atonement Aaron was dressed in this material ( refer to Lev. 16:4). He demonstrates the absolute purity of the nature of Jesus of whom Aaron was just an example. The Curtains were made of fine linen, not just merely linen, but fine linen, linen of a peculiar excellency. In Revelation 19:8 we have the Holy Spirit’s definition of the significance of this figure. Re 19:8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. Note the contrast presented in Isa 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. This will be the confession of the Jews in a day to come, when they are convicted of their sins and made to mourn before their revealed Messiah Jesus Christ. This is also the confession of many of God’s saints today. They are viewing in themselves in the mirror, measured by the standard of Divine holiness. They are looking at the best efforts of their own lives which are comparable only to “filthy rags.” 

When we look into the mirror of God’s word, our focus is to be on Christ. The enemy would want our focus on our flaws and circumstances. The scripture found in James 1:23-24, says that a person who listens to the word but doesn't act on it is like someone who looks in a mirror, walks away, and immediately forgets what they looked like. Many hear God’s word but do not put it into practice in our life. As we continually look into the mirror (the word of God) and act on what we see, we are changed into His image. We become more and more like Christ. When we look into the mirror of God's word, the devil tries to distort the reflection by introducing lies of shame, guilt, and self-doubt, and by twisting the truth to make you question your identity and worth in Christ. He aims to make you focus on your imperfections or a false self-image, and instead of being transformed by God’s truth. The devil does that so we will become distracted or fearful. He may also tempt us to ignore God’s word or try to twist its meaning to justify selfish desires. The fine white linen of the curtains typified the holiness and righteousness of Christ. This is also found in the four Gospels which record the earthly life of our Lord. In these Curtains Christ is displayed. Remember Jesus as a Boy of twelve. He had been taken to Jerusalem. Joseph and Mary lost sight of Him for three days. Where did they find Him? In the Temple! 

Jesus answered His mother’s question. He said, Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s business? (Luke 2:49). His concern was to be occupied with the things of God. Was there ever a child like that? God was His Father in such a way that the Father absorbed His soul? Note as Jesus went down to Nazareth and was subject to His parents. He kept the place of earthly responsibility and displayed His perfection in this relationship. We also read of Jesus, in those early days; Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. There was the fabric of spotless linen being woven before the eye of God. Then follow Jesus into the wilderness, where for forty days He was tempted of the devil. Useless were the efforts of Satan to soil His white robes. Then we can trace Him all through the Bible. He eats with publicans and sinners, yet is spotless by the most polluting atmosphere. He lays His hand on the leper, but instead of contracting defilement, He heals the leper. He touches death, but instead of becoming unclean, the dead is restored to life. In His death, we see the spotless white shining in all its purity. 

The world puts Him between two thieves and Satan says, I will at least blemish His whiteness; And Satan says I will associate Him with malefactors and turn loose the railing and cast dust upon Him. And Satan try to tarnish His spotlessness, but he can’t! God only brings His spotlessness out clearer to the light amidst the blackness of human and satanic wickedness. Lu 23:39 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. But the thief at His side sees His own sinlessness.  40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. The Centurion, too, who was there at the crucifixion, declared Him a righteous Man. The white Curtains, then, foreshadowed the sinless ways and righteous acts of the Holy One of God Jesus Christ. Note the colors of fine twined linen, blue, and purple, and scarlet (v. 1). They were used for embroidering the cherubim upon the white Curtains. Each of the colors brings out a separate perfection in the Person of our blessed Lord Jesus, and was manifested by Him as He passed through this world of sin. Blue is the celestial color. It is the color of the clear blue sky of heaven (Ex. 24:11). 

The blue upon the white background tells us that He who came down into the depths of humiliation was the Lord from heaven described in 1 Cor. 15:47. Note that throughout the Gospels the color blue is foreshadowed. It was revealed in connection with His birth. He was born for us from heaven as the God of very God in a human body and He laid in the manger. The angels were sent to announce Him as Christ the Lord in Luke 2:11. He was heavenly blue. Later, the wise men from the east came and worshipped the young Child. How beautifully this shows the blue as He was worshiped! Then those who heard Him asking and answering the questions of the doctors in the Temple, when twelve years of age. They were astonished at His understanding (Luke 2:47). Here again we can see the heavenly color blue. In His words to Nicodemus, He spoke of Himself as the Son of man which came down from heaven. Joh 3:13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. Though He was a very man, Jesus walked in the constant realization of the Son of God, but He was a heavenly Stranger here on earth. He never once forgot where He came from, or where He was, or where He was going. Earth could never make Him richer or poorer. 

He found this world to be a dry and thirsty land, where no water is, and His spirit could only find its refreshment above where His Father was. Purple is the emblem of royalty. The reference for this is John 19 when the Roman soldiers showed their scorn for Jesus by going through the form of a mocking His coronation. They placed upon His brow a crown of thorns, and then put on Him a purple robe on Him in Joh 19:2. It is in Matthew’s Gospel that this second color comes out as well. The purple is seen in the record of the royal genealogy of the Son of David. Next, we see it in the question of the magi that asked, where is He that is born King of the Jews? (Matthew 2:2). Then we see the royal purple when He made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11). Then over His cross was placed the royal banner, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews” (Matthew 27:37). Scarlet is a color of blood, and suggests the sufferings of Christ. The Hebrew word for scarlet is means worm. It is from a word which the scarlet dye is obtained. In Psalm 22:6 the Lord, Jesus says in the midst of His anguish as the sin-offering on the cross, I am a worm and no man. This is the word which is used in connection with scarlet. 

Our Lord, who knew no sin, was made sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21). Jesus took the place which we deserved. He took the place of being a worm, went down into death, crushed under the wrath and judgment of God, His precious blood shed to put away our scarlet sins. The scarlet speaks first of the sufferings of Christ. Side by side with His purity, His heavenly character (Blue), and His royal majesty, (Purple). The Gospel brings before us the afflictions of the Our Savior. Note also that the scarlet was in the cradle of the manger. This color was also seen when Satan attacked Him, for Jesus suffered, being tempted (Heb. 2:18). He sighed deeply in His spirit (Mark 8:12). There was groaning in Himself (John 11:38). He wept over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). The tragic display of the scarlet was seen in the Garden of Gethsemane, when His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground (Luke 22:44)! All this for us His people. Again, all this for us that we might be found in Him! Php 3:9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: But note, that scarlet is also the emblem of glory. 

The woman seated upon the scarlet-colored beast in Revelation 17 symbolizes that satanic system which, under the Antichrist, will be utterly destroyed by the millennial glory of Christ. By His sufferings the Savior has won the place of highest honor and glory. In the coming Age, this world will be the scene of His splendor. The scarlet mantle will then be upon Him Jesus The Christ who has all the rights to it! In Psalm 22, the first part describes the Savior’s sufferings. But at the closing verses of Psalm 22 they show His royal authority and coming glory. Ps 22:27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. Also in Ex 26:1 With cherubim of cunning work shalt thou make them. The pure white linen was the material on which the various colors were displayed and there was also the embroidered cherubim. As the priests ministered in the Holy Place and gazed upward, there above their heads was the forms of these the highest of all of God’s creatures. There they saw the outstretched wings of the cherubim upon the ceiling. This reminds me of Ps 61:4 I will abide in thy tabernacle forever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Ps 17:8 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings. How close are we to a shadow? That’s how close we are to the Lord!

Ps 91:4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. They speak of judicial authority. They were first mentioned in the Bible in Ge 3:24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. The cherubim also figure the union of the saints with Christ. We also see in the cherubim of the Ark figure the highest grade, or rank of believers in the church. Ezekiel describes them in the first chapter of his prophecy. In Revelation 4 and 5 they are called the beasts, or more correctly, the living ones, or living creatures, as in Ezekiel 1. The high priest went into the holy place only once a year, which figured Christ’s ascension into heaven in our behalf. These living ones or cherubim have a most wonderful place in the counsels of God. They are seen in connection with the display of judicial authority. They are one with the throne of God. The very first view we get of them, at the gate of the garden of Eden. They are guarding the entrance to Paradise with sword of flame in Genesis 3:24. They were witnessing to the holiness of God’s house, of which the garden of Eden was the figure. They were also witnessing of the righteousness of God in putting sinners, Adam and Eve, out of His Presence. 
Later, we see them as one with the mercy seat which was made of pure gold in the figure of Divine Life as they are attached to the throne of God. Their wings were hiding them, suggesting their heavenly activity; and we see their faces directed toward each other and toward one common object which was the blood upon the mercy seat in Exodus 25:17-20. They are here witnessing to the righteousness of God in demanding atonement for sin; and they are approving of His mercy in securing it. Then we view them again in the Most Holy Place in the temple, built by King Solomon. Those were made of the olive tree and covered with gold. They still veiled the mercy seat as part of the throne of God in I Kings 8:6. These Cherubim’s were in the battle as 2Co 10:3 states; For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled. These cherubim were also saints who loved not their lives unto death, who were delivered unto death daily for Jesus’ sake, who had the Life of Christ manifested in them. They judged the world, the flesh, and the devil, and reigned in life through the abundance of grace over all things, and will reap the reward. 

They acknowledge the righteousness, justice, and mercy of God; they own His sovereignty over their individual lives; they have let Him put down all rule and authority and power. Every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God (II Cor. 10:5). So, they become fitted to put it down in the world. They conquer through the abundance of grace in Christ Jesus, and become able to conquer as well. In Revelation John’s record of the cherubim gives us a scene which will be at the beginning of the millennial age and immediately before the revelation of Christ as Lord of lords, and King of kings. His judgment of the earth must be before His reign over. The Judge Jesus Christ is introduced first. These living ones are in perfect harmony with the judicial throne of all the will of God. The eyes before and behind, of the living creatures or full over comers refer to their fulness of vision. It means they are full of light. They see in every direction at once. Nothing is hidden from their sight. All God's purposes are fully known. The sevenfold Spirit fills them. The first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face as of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle in Rev. 4:7. 

Notice the similarity of the full over comers to the Son of God, as characterized by the four Gospel records. They each have four faces: One like a Lion, featuring the Kingly character of Christ, which is what Matthew emphasizes. Then next is the one like a Calf, the lowly Servant which is the character of the Gospel by Mark; one with a face as of a Man, the perfect Human which the Gospel of Luke. Then one like a Flying Eagle, the Son of God, the Heavenly One. As the Gospel of John shows us Jesus was the one who flew out from the bosom of the Father and dwelt among us. He who is full of grace and truth John 1:14. All these characteristics are in the full overcomers who will make up the bride of the Lamb! One special item of importance: John does not refer to the third one as like a man, but that he had a face as of a man. This shows us that these cherubim are redeemed men, perfect humans spirit, soul, and body. Full grown up into the measure of the fullness of Christ. The other faces were just likenesses, symbols of the inward characteristics. But, as of a Man, was a reality. He was a man. These celestial beings present the highest earthly forms and powers of creation, in a harmonious and perfect unity. 
Note that in every other instance where we have the four colors mentioned, blue is first and white is last. But here the order is reversed. There, it is the Holy Spirit emphasizing the heavenly origin of Jesus who came down to earth. This is drawing our attention to the sinlessness and righteousness of Jesus who sits now at God’s right hand. The fact that these Curtains formed the inside ceiling of the holy places and were seen, only by the priestly family, shows us that none but those that had access to God were able to appreciate the perfections of His Son. These perfections of the Son of God were manifested by Him during His earthly journey. The Jews saw in Him with no beauty that they should desire Him. But the overcoming believers, who are the objects of His distinguishing grace, can surely exclaim, We beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father full of grace and truth (John 1:14). Today Christ is still despised and rejected of men. The unregenerate have no capacity to understand the excellencies of Jesus. The Holy One of God, Jesus Christ in His purity (the white), the Lord from heaven (the blue), the King of kings (the purple), and the One who because of His sufferings will yet come back to this earth and reign over it in power and glory (the scarlet). Jesus may be unknown to men today, but there is even now a company that is an holy priesthood (1 Pet. 2:5). They have received an unction, a divine anointing. 

1Jo 2:20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things., recognize Him as the altogether Lovely One. 1Jo 2:27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. The fact that the Curtains formed the inner ceiling of the Tabernacle tells us the One who humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, but who is now exalted and glorified on High. Whenever the worshipper looked up, he would see that spotless linen with its rich ornamentations. This tells us, that as God’s worshippers enter, in spirit, the heavenly Sanctuary, they are to be occupied with the person and perfections of Jesus Christ. We see Him by faith, and we now see Him crowned with glory and honor (Heb. 2:9)! In worship we are occupied not with ourselves. We are not occupied with our failures or our attainments, or our needs, or our blessings. But we are occupied with the Father and His blessed Son. It is only as our hearts are absorbed with that which the Curtains and their lovely colors prefigured, that we present to God that which is acceptable in His sight.

The loops used join the Curtains together. The ten Curtains were arranged in two sets of five each: In  Scripture, ten means responsibility according to ability. The ten Curtains, grouped together in two sets of fives, speak of Christ, as the Representative of His people, meeting the whole of their obligations both Godward and man-wards. He loved His Father with all His heart, and His neighbor as Himself. Ex 26:7 And thou shalt make curtains of goats' hair to be a covering upon the tabernacle: eleven curtains shalt thou make.  The goat is a picture and tells us of a substitute. Jesus was our substitute. He was the goat for us our substitute. Eleven is the number for substitution. Eleven was specified to provide a complete outer covering for the tabernacle, with the extra curtain being for draping over the back and sides to ensure no part of the inner covering was exposed. Ex 26:11 And thou shalt make fifty taches of brass, and put the taches into the loops, and couple the tent together, that it may be one. Brass represents judgment because this is what the fire was laid on. These taches of brass were used to hold the tent together and because the judgment that fell upon Jesus that we are held together today as one body.
Ex 26:14 And thou shalt make a covering for the tent of rams skins dyed red, and a covering above of badgers skins. The ram or the sheep tells us of Christ the obedient servant of God. 
He did not offer any resistance; He was completely submissive unto the will of God. So as a sheep among the shearers is dumb, so He opened not His mouth. But notice these ram’s skins were died red which means that He was obedient unto death. He was obedient unto blood. Then there was a covering above of badger’s skins. This was the very outside covering, the very tough outer covering. It tells us of the impenetrable righteousness of Christ. Nothing can penetrate the righteousness of Jesus or can anyone find anything wrong with that righteousness. Nothing could make Jesus do anything wrong, because He was Holy. This righteousness is a shield to us and for us.

Summary:
As these curtains picture the righteous of Christ which we now have as believers. As the priest went into the Holy place and looked above and saw the cherubim with the wings above them, they were surrounded and engulfed by the righteousness of Christ. We believers today are engulfed in the righteousness of Christ and surrounded by his wings. As the psalmist said, Ps 91:4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 17:8 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings. Our protection is Christ’s righteousness. The breastplate refers to the righteousness of Christ, not our own righteousness. It refers to justification by faith and sanctification. We are doubly secure. We are in Christ and Christ is in God. Col 3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. Jesus’ curtains of righteousness covers us all the days of our lives and throughout eternity! 
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