Exodus 25 Continued – The Pattern November 4, 2025
Ex 25:8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. Oh the wondrous riches of Divine mercy! First, we are bought by Christ, then pursued by the Holy Spirit, and in our redeemed value, we are brought to the Father. We were not brought as guilty criminals, but as sons of God. In Luke 15 of the prodigal son. There we are shown that the one son who had wasted his substance in the far country; then he was convicted of his deep need and brought to repentance. He was finally welcomed by the Father, fitted for His presence and given a seat at His table. But note the best Jesus has saved for last! We can refer to the marriage-feast in Cana of Galilee, where the best wine is reserved for the last. I am reminded of this in Rev. 21:1-3 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sin. And I, John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God. What is this? It is the encouragements of God’s heart that will be displayed in our completed perfection. 

And all the former things that we are going through today, with all the sorrows connected with them, will have passed away. There will be nothing to hinder us from the full, perfect, and blessed enjoyment arising out of the unhindered flow of God’s heart to us His people. It is our hearts to Him, and from His perfect appearance through His word Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit to us. This is how our perfect worship and service flows to Him as we wait for the salvation to come that we look forward to. Ex 25:9 According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so shall ye make it. Note that Moses not only received instructions as to what materials the tabernacle was to be made from. We will see later the complete details as to the dimensions, plan, and furnishings of the Tabernacle. Note the pattern or model was given to Moses, of how it was to be constructed. This is a point of importance because of the number of times it is repeated in the Scriptures. No less than seven times we are informed that Moses was commanded to make the Sanctuary after the pattern of it which was shown to him in the Mount Sinai; Refer to Exodus 25:9; 25:40; 26:30; 27:8; Numbers 8:4; Acts 7:44; Hebrews 8:5. 

We will just read one. Heb 8:5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. Nothing was left to man’s wisdom, or to chance. everything was exactly according with the Divine model. This teaches us that everything concerning Christ and His people has been created according to the eternal purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will! There is no way that we can build what God wants to build in our lives apart from His divine instructions. Where is that found. We cannot build anything outside of the word of God. The word of God is the map for our lives. We need this divine map. We must follow the pattern in his word. I believe Paul in this scripture shows us the map for our lives. 2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. May Divine grace enable us to rest in this in perfect peace and Joyous worship. Ex 25:10 And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. 

11 And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about. First this Ark was made out of shittim, Achaia, or Gopher wood. It tells of the humanity of Christ, but it was overlaid with gold and gold in scripture always speaks of deity. So this Ark represents Christ, humanity overlaid with the deity (Gold). All of these pieces of furniture correspond with our lives too. Ex 25:12 And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it. 13 And thou shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. 14 And thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them. 15 The staves shall be in the rings of the ark: they shall not be taken from it. 16 And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony which I shall give thee. Of the seven pieces of furniture which were found in the Tabernacle the Holy Spirit has described first the ark and the mercy-seat. Though these two are intimately related, so intimately that together they formed one complete whole. The mercy-seat being the cover or lid of the ark. 
Yet they are therefore to be considered, separately. 

The ark was a wooden chest, slightly over four feet in length and about two and a half feet broad and high, The wood of which it was made was overlaid with gold, both within and without, so that nothing but gold was visible to the eye. When God gave instructions to Moses concerning the Tabernacle, He began with the ark. It was first in order because it was first in importance. Before any details were communicated concerning the tabernacle itself, before a word was told about its court and chambers its priesthood and ritual, and its furniture, minute directions were given regarding the ark Without the ark the whole service of the Tabernacle would have been meaningless and valueless. It was upon the ark, as in His throne, that God dwelt in the ark. The ark was what the brazen altar pointed to. It was the sacrifice upon the brazen altar which symbolized the cross, which gave us our right of access. But at this time, the Israelites came to the ark represented in the person of the high priest. It was the first of the holy vessels to be made and made by Moses himself. Refer to De 10:1 At that time the LORD said unto me, Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark of wood. 2 And I will write on the tables the words that were in the first tables which thou brakest, and thou shalt put them in the ark. The first set was broken by Moses. 

This verse emphasizes God’s mercy, and faithfulness despite human failure. It also highlights that the divine law comes directly from God and is to be kept in the ark of the covenant. The law was placed in the Ark of the Covenant signifying forgiveness, and God’s grace, and the enduring nature of His law. God instructs Moses to create new tablets and write the same words as the original set, preserving the broken shards as a reminder of Israel's failure but also of God’s promise to continue the covenant. De 10:3 And I made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of stone like unto the first, and went up into the mount, having the two tables in mine hand. 4 And he wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten commandments, which the LORD spake unto you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly: and the LORD gave them unto me. 5 And I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark which I had made; and there they be, as the LORD commanded me. The broken fragments were kept in the Ark of the Covenant alongside the new tablets for symbolic reasons, which include representing God’s forgiveness, and that God’s law is unbreakable even though the people broke the law.

It was the place where the tables of the law were preserved. The ark surpasses above all, the other vessels, and it was shown in the days of Solomon, for the ark alone was transferred from the tabernacle to the Temple in Solomon’s day. The ark was a symbol that God was present among His people, that His covenant blessing was resting upon them. It was the most sacred and glorious Instrument of the sanctuary. The whole Tabernacle was built for no other end, but to be a house, or an habitation for the ark. We will look at the ark in seven different ways. #1What was the significance of the ark? The ark represented the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. The other two arks that of Noah, in which he and his family found shelter from the flood; and that in which the infant Moses was preserved, also foreshadowed Christ Himself. The fact that this ark of the covenant that Moses made was composed of two materials and of only two materials; that is the wood and the gold. This clearly points to the two natures of our Lord, the human and the Divine. The fact that the two tables of stone were preserved in the ark, and the words of the Savior, Jesus Christ in Ps 40:8, Thy law is within My heart gives us the key. Note this fact that the mercy-seat was where God received His sinful blood-cleansed people. 

The mercy-seat rested upon the ark which gives us proof. This explains the superiority of the ark, which tells us, it is over the other sacred vessels. Each of the other vessels pointed to the same aspect of Christ’s work or its effects. But the ark spoke of His person and what He has done, and what HE is. It is the blessed person of Christ which gave value to His work. Today, most of the church’s emphasis is placed on what the Savior has done for us, rather than on what He is in Himself. Note how on the annual day of atonement, the high priest first entered the holy of holies with his hands full of sweet incense (Lev. 16:12). This was before he took in and sprinkled the blood (v. 14). God would first be reminded of the fragrant perfections of Christ’s person, before that which spoke of His redemptive work! Mark the order in the announcement of the Lord’s forerunner John the Baptist when he said, Behold the Lamb of God, (first His person was given) which taketh away the sin of the world, (this is His second His work)  (John 1:29). Then the apostle Paul said, I determined not to know anything among you save Jesus Christ (His person) and Him crucified, second His work (1 Cor. 2:2). 

Then in Re 5:6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. It says; I beheld . . . and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb (His person) as it had been slain, His work. So, it was in this order of the Tabernacle furniture: first the ark which tells of Christ’s person, then the mercy-seat, and so forth. They all point to His work. The tabernacle is representative of the church today, but take it a step further. You are the tabernacle. The first thing built by Moses was the Ark which represents Christ. That Ark or Christ was housed within the tabernacle; you are the tabernacle where Christ dwells. Now let this sink in; it is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Col 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: #2. Another way to look at the Ark is, its Materials. The ark was made of shittim wood, a species of the acacia. It is extremely durable, decay-resistant, and long-lasting. It is a tree which is found in the arid desert. The shittim wood, grown here on earth, typified the humanity of Jesus Christ. Refer to Isaiah 53:2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground. There are three things about this shittim-tree which are very interesting. 

It is the only tree that grows to any size in the deserts through which Israel passed. First it is a tree that can thrive in a very dry soil. Second, it has very long, sharp thorns Third, it is the tree from which is obtained the gum arabic so largely used in medicinal preparations.  The tree is pierced at nightfall, and what oozes out is, known as the gum-arabic. To us, these facts point to Christ who, in a dry and thirsty land, where there was nothing to sustain His spirit, but He was in the constant communion with God. This communion was like an earthly stream that sustained Him. Now Jesus is crowned with glory, but when He walked this earth, a crown of thorns was all this world had for Him. It was Jesus who was pierced for us in that blackest night of guilt, when the blood flowed forth from His side. At that time He was and is the only healing balm for the troubled soul and sin-burdened conscience. As the shittim-wood was one that never rotted, it was the emblem of the sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus. Note that in the Septuagint Bible (the first translation ever made of the Old Testament—into Greek) shittim wood is translated “incorruptible wood.” The “incorruptible wood,” is the absolute untainted humanity of Christ. 

Christ was truly Man. Jesus repeatedly used the title “the Son of Man;” and from the Holy Spirit’s title the Man Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 2:5). His humanity was uncorrupt and incorruptible. In Him was no sin (1 John 3:5) for He was the Holy One of God; and therefore disease and death had no claim upon Him who was begotten by the Holy Spirit, and born of a virgin, His immaculate humanity was pronounced that holy thing which shall be born (Luke 1:45). The wood of the ark was overlaid with gold within and without. This show us His Divine nature now. While the acacia or shittim boards gave form and dimensions to the ark, the appearance was all gold and no wood was visible. Our Lord’s humanity gives Him the form in which He was and is, Light of light, the Creator and Upholder of all things, He became a Man, and was and is eternally the Man Christ Jesus. Jesus was man but He was God. Col 2:9 For in him (Jesus) dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Note in the Ark how God guards us from having a low view of this most lowly One Jesus Christ. The gold covers all! We can look at Him, gaze at Him, as far as our finite minds and heart can. We can look upon the majesty of His being, and all is Divine! The 

Divine nature of Jesus is displayed over the form of a servant which the shittim wood represents. But the all-seeing eye of God rests, within that pure and holy mind, and affections; God rests in the holy will, as well as without upon that blameless walk, and upon Jesus’ meekness and obedience. God rests upon as His Equal, His co-eternal Son. It is all gold, though the form of the Servant was there, with perfect human abilities and dependence upon His Father. Everything that belongs to man, sin apart was there. But spread over all this is the gold of His deity. We see this with our eyes of faith. In the wood and the gold together forming the ark we have the indication of the great mystery of godliness. It is God manifest in the flesh. Here we see, the union of the two natures in the God-man, Jesus Christ. How important, God had the making of the ark first in the study of the Tabernacle. It was because the view of Christ is inseparable from our very salvation. This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent (John 17:3). #3. Another way to look at the Ark is, by its Dimensions. The ark was two and a half cubits in length, one and a half in breadth, and one and a half in height. Note the word “half” in the Hebrew comes from a root which means to cut in two. Here is a thought, could these half cubits suggest that the knowledge of Christ given to us now is only partial? Refer to 1Co 13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

Remember the Queen of Sheba, said; 1Ki 10:1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard questions. (Solomon is a type of the Lord Jesus in Glory) 2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. 3 And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not anything hid from the king, which he told her not. 4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon’s wisdom, and the house that he had built, 5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the LORD; there was no more spirit in her. 1Ki 10:6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. So with our all-glorious Lord Jesus Christ, the scale is reduced if I could say it that way. 

May our finite minds grasp something of the wondrous fullness of that which passeth knowledge. Refer to Eph 3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. Back to the dimensions of the Ark. Two and a half is half of five, and one and a half is half of three, and both of these numbers have a deep meaning in Scripture which is so significant. Three is the number of appearance, that is why it is the number of resurrection, for only in resurrection is life fully manifested. It is also the number of the Godhead; Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. So, three is the number of Deity, for God is fully manifested in the three persons of the Holy Trinity. How important then that the breadth and height of the ark were both half of three. Remembering that the ark speaks of the person of Christ and three is the number of manifestation. Note this: when Christ came to the earth, He did not fully manifest Himself. Nor did He completely unveil His glory or men would have been blinded as was Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:8). Remember John wrote in Re 1:17 And when I saw him, (he saw Jesus) I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 

But blessed be God we shall yet “see Him as He is.” Then with the other number five which stands for grace, and the length of the ark speaks of the span of God’s grace in Christ. That span is eternal. But eternity is an endless duration both backwards and forwards. Therefore, five is in half. For though we believers now know of the grace that was given to us in Christ before the foundation of the world (2 Tim. 1:9). Grace is our future display for grace is in and through Christ forever. Note that the ark measured, the same in height as in breadth, which points to the perfections and uniqueness of Christ. The “breadth” speaks of Him in His dealings with man, the “height” His relations Godward. How far our spiritual height falls short of our breadth! For example how much more cautious are we about displeasing our fellow men and woman than we are of displeasing God! Not so with Jesus Christ, the Perfect One. In meeting the needs of men, He never lost sight of the will of His Father. We see this in Jesus responding to the appeal of Lazarus’ sisters. It was the glory of the Father which was His only motive and consideration (John 11:4-6). 


#4. Another way to look at the Ark is by its Contents. These are described in Heb 9:4 Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; Hebrews 9:4 is speaking of what was in the ark during the days that it was lodged in the Tabernacle. The three articles specified in Hebrews 9:4 point to God’s provisions in Christ while they are Journeying through the wilderness. Note the first thing named, the golden pot that had manna. The manna was the food which God gave to Israel while they were journeying from the house of bondage (Egypt) to the promised inheritance (Canaan). It foreshadowed Christ as the Bread of life, the food of His pilgrim people. But note the most blessed word added here. In Exodus 16:3, we read that Moses said unto Aaron, take a pot and put an omer full of manna therein and lay it up before the testimony, to be kept; whereas in Hebrews 9:4, the Spirit tells us it was a “golden” pot. The Old Testament could not give us that word Golden. It is reserved for the New Testament to bring it out. The Manna was the grace of God meeting the need of His people in the wilderness. 

Now while the Old Testament makes it plain that Israel’s deepest need would be met through the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ. Yet it was by no means clear that the Messiah would be a member of the Godhead. It was emphasized upon the fact that the Messiah was to be the seed of Abraham and of David. But in the New Testament, we have no difficulty in understanding that the Golden vessel or pot which was holy and Divine was adequate to hold what God shows us that it represents none other than His beloved Son in the body of flesh. It is in John’s Gospel, that we get the truth of the golden pot. Joh 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. Here we see the Vessel which was capable of holding the grace of God for His people. Full of grace and truth is found only in John! There is also an additional thought connected with the golden pot, which contained the manna. The amount stored in it was one omer. In Exodus 16:16, an omer was the quantity for each man. So the amount preserved in this Pot was the measure of a man. But in the golden pot tells us that this Man, Christ Jesus is now glorified. This is the same thought that is found in the crown of gold which was round about the ark. So, on top of the ark was the lid which was the crown and that was the mercy seat where the cherumbims. 

This is confirmed by a comparison of Exodus 25:18 with Hebrews 9:5 where the cherubim of gold are called the cherubim of glory. Ex 25:17 And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 18 And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy seat. This mercy seat is actually the throne of grace that we find in Hebrews 4. Heb 9:5 And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercyseat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. History- Total Levites: The total number of Levite males from one month old and up was around 22,000, but the number specifically tasked with carrying the Tabernacle and its items was 3,000 men and were divided into three clans; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari and each with specific items they were responsible for carrying of the Tabernacle. The Ark was estimated at 180 -200 Lbs. Kohathites: This group was tasked with carrying the most sacred items, including the Ark of the Covenant, on their shoulders. The Kohathites carried the most sacred objects on their shoulders using poles not on carts. 

Despite this weight, it was carried by four men using poles. The Ark was built with poles inserted through rings on its sides, allowing it to be carried on the shoulders of four people. The weight was distributed among four men, with each person carrying approximately 50 to 75 pounds. Gershonites: This family was tasked with carrying the coverings, curtains, and hangings of the Tabernacle. They used two carts pulled by four oxen to transport these lighter, but bulky, items. Merarites: This group was responsible for the heavier, structural parts of the Tabernacle, like the frames, crossbars, posts, and bases. They used four carts pulled by eight oxen to carry these parts. So why did they carry the Ark on their shoulders? 1Sa 4:10 And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they fled every man into his tent: and there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen. 11 And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 1Sa 4:22 And she said, The glory is departed from Israel: for the ark of God is taken. Then David went after the Ark. 2Sa 5:25 And David did so, as the LORD had commanded him; and smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gazer. 2Sa 6:1 Again, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 

2 And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the LORD of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. 3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. Israel knew the instructions concerning the Ark and the Philistines did not. This cart or the way that Philistines carried the ark is representative of the religious professors who cannot carry Christ as it were on their shoulders or in their hearts. They treat him as an idol as though he was something to hang on to, like a rabbit’s foot, like a charm or something like that. 2Sa 6:6  And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. When people treat Christ in this way, they act like they are holding the Rock. People think they have to steady something. Some are always trying to hold on to Christ or hold onto their lives. Christ is the one who holds us. My life is hid with Christ in God. We cannot steady His work of redemption. Redemption is totally God’s work. 2Sa 6:7 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. 

God showed in no uncertain terms, that He was not going to have the ark treated like an idol. 2Sa 6:9 And David was afraid of the LORD that day, and said, How shall the ark of the LORD come to me? Some people possibly overlook this in the life of David. This is a shortcoming on the part of David here, because if David would have been familiar with the scripture, he would have known how to move the ark. God had recorded how to move the ark in Scripture. David asks the Lord, how shall the ark of the LORD come to me? He was in a state of ignorance here. After this He or someone did some studying. 2Sa 6:13 And it was so, that when they that bare the ark of the LORD had gone six paces, he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. They got rid of the cart and he sacrificed oxen and fatlings. David proved the Lord to see if this really worked, so he let them walk about six paces to see if somebody else was going to get killed and when they didn’t and notice what he did. 2Sa 6:14 And David danced before the LORD with all his might; and David was girded with a linen ephod.
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