Exodus 22 - 23 October 14, 2025 
Chap 22 is some more laws that he gave to them. Again the 10 commandments were an outline of all the laws. What we have here in Chapter 22 is more detail of what and how Israel must conduct their lives. In this study we will outline chapters 22-23 instead going very deep within them. Here are the Laws connected with rights of property, continued (Exodus 22:1-15). Also Exodus 22:1-6 deals with theft. If the criminal could not pay the fine, then he was to be sold as a slave (Exodus 22:3). Burglary, or breaking into a house at night, might be resisted by force, and if the burglar were killed, the man who killed him incurred no legal guilt (Exodus 22:2). Burglary destroys the peace of the household. It introduces a feeling of insecurity, endangers life, and brings terror to women and children. By permitting the destruction of the burglar, the law pronounced him worthy of death. Other forms of thieving were punished in proportion to the boldness and persistence of the thief. For example a man who had stolen without converting the property, was to pay back double. If he had converted it to his own use, or sold it, the penalty was heavier; fourfold for a sheep or goat, fivefold for an ox. Ex 22:5 If a man shall cause a field or vineyard to be eaten, and shall put in his beast, and shall feed in another man's field; of the best of his own field, and of the best of his own vineyard, shall he make restitution. 6 If fire break out, and catch in thorns, so that the stacks of corn, or the standing corn, or the field, be consumed therewith; he that kindled the fire shall surely make restitution.

If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed, and lets loose his animal, and it feeds in another man’s field, he shall make restitution: The owner of an animal was responsible for the grazing of his animals. This tells us that men are held responsible, not only for the harm they do, but also for the harm they allow, even though they may not have purposely designed the damage that happens. We wrong another not only by what we do, or permit to be done, but in what we carelessly fail to do. Vs.9-13 is more application of the principle of restitution. In the law of Israel, an owner did not lose ownership simply because the object was lost. If another person found the object and the owner laid claim to it and a dispute followed, it was decided by judges.
There was no such thing as finders are keepers. A lost object remains the possession of the original owner, who can claim it on sight. Vs. 14-15 deal with the restitution principles that are applied to borrowing and lending. If the owner was with the animal or tool (or whatever) when it was used by another person, the owner was responsible for the care and use of the object while in his presence. If the owner was not present, the borrower was responsible. Vs.16-17 deal with moral and ceremonial laws. 

Ex 22:16 And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and lie with her, he shall surely endow her to be his wife. 17 If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall pay money according to the dowry of virgins. Both the Old and New Testaments state that sexual relations carry lasting consequences ( refer to 1 Corinthians 6:15-16). If the man who took advantage of the woman was considered a completely unacceptable husband by the father of the wronged woman, then that man had to pay the dowry without receiving the bride. This was a strong incentive against taking advantage of young women. Note, the law gave no penalty to the woman involved. This was because she was thought to be at a disadvantage. Vs. 18-20 deal with three capital crimes. First was sorcery. Ex 22:18 Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. Among the people during this time, the practice of sorcery had two associations. First, contact with dark or demonic powers or persons. Second, through drugs and potions. There was understood to be a connection between drug taking and occultist practices. 

The King James Version translates sorcery as a witch. Many of the Israelites had learned this witch craft from the Egyptians when in bondage. Many of these practices existed through the whole of the Jewish history, but and in all cases, it was punished with death. It is clearly against the will of God that in this life men should hold any communication with the demonic spirit world. The only direct fellowship that we are to have is with Himself, through His Son, Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. The second capital crime was whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death. It weas amazing that this was practiced in the ancient world. This was widespread among the Canaanites. Third capital crime was whoever sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed. V21 deals with compassion for the stranger. Then V 22-24 deals with the compassion for the weak and vulnerable; and V 25-27 deals with the compassion for the poor. V 28-31 deal with the Laws regarding holiness and separation unto God. The most basic measure of holiness or what fruit there is comes from what we say. God cares how we talk about Him and those in rightful authority over us. Note: I say rightful authority which means godly authority. 

There are religious leaders who would keep us in bondage to them by what they say. Some would tell people, if you.  Leave this meeting, you will not have God’s best. That is bondage and that is a lie from the devil himself. The Lord would not have His people under that bondage. Christ is our Head and we follow Paul’s Gospel as he followed Christ. No one has that authority to tell us, if do not attend a certain meeting will not have God’s best. At the time of Exodus, there were laws against blaspheming God in this way. Then, you shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your juices: Another way to honor God is by giving. The firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me. According to Exodus 13:11-12, this command was to be obeyed when they came into the land of Canaan. Note: Much of the Mosaic Law didn’t make sense for Israel in the wilderness. It was given to prepare them for life in Canaan, the promised land. Had they obeyed and trusted God the way they should have, they were only a little ways from Canaan. Because of unbelief and disobedience, the Lord made them wander through the wilderness for 40 years until that generation had died off before entering into Canaan. In the conclusion of this chapter we see the reason of all the ordinances and laws given here. 

God gave these laws to the people as restraints on disorderly passions, and incentives to holiness. Therefore He says; Ex 22:31 And ye shall be holy men unto me: Chap 23 are more laws directed to judges. Ex 23:4 If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. 5 If thou see the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his burden, and wouldest forbear to help him, thou shalt surely help with him. This is what God demanded; these people had to have the right attitude with one another. Only the new creation can produce this love towards our enemies. The natural way would be to say I am not going to help anyone. The flesh can never do any good, he may put on a good show, but as far as God is concerned, the flesh doesn’t measure up. Luke gives us a great commentary on this. Lu 10:30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him.

34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.  36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? 37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. Jesus stated further in Lu 10:27 ……Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. Vs.10-13 deal with Laws of ceremonial devotion. Ex 23:10 And six years thou shalt sow thy land, and shalt gather in the fruits thereof: 11 But the seventh year thou shalt let it rest and lie still; that the poor of thy people may eat: and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat. In like manner thou shalt deal with thy vineyard, and with thy oliveyard. If we were under the law today think how many farmers blew it. God did this for a purpose, you can only take so much out of the ground and you will have to put something back.

Six years you shall sow your land: The principle of the Sabbath applied to more than the workweek. There were also Sabbath years, where the land was to rest and lie fallow one year out of seven. History says that by tradition, some in Israel accomplished this by only cultivating six-sevenths of their land at any one time, and practicing a method of crop rotation. One reason God commanded the Sabbath year was to give the poor something to eat. The poor were allowed to harvest and process that which grew unplanted from the fallow ground. This was a way to help the poor work to help themselves. Ex 23:12 Six days thou shalt do thy work, and on the seventh day thou shalt rest: that thine ox and thine ass may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stranger, may be refreshed. The principle of Sabbath rest was intended for all people, and even for animals. The Sabbath rest fulfilled in Jesus is intended for all people, and even for all creation. Refer to Ro 8:21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. Ex 23:13 And in all things that I have said unto you be circumspect: and make no mention of the name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth. 

The Sabbath was to be dedicated to the LORD God, and not to any foreign or false god. Ex 23:14 Three times thou shalt keep a feast unto me in the year. 15 Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as I commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:) Unleavened bread was to be eaten in remembrance of their exodus from Egypt (Exodus 12:34). A sheaf of new barley, the first-fruits of the harvest, was offered as a wave-offering before the Lord (Leviticus 23:10-14). Every male Israelite of full age was bound to attend, and to bring with him a free-will offering. None shall appear before me empty. 16 And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field. Jewish tradition connects the feast of harvest with the giving of the law, which had taken place about the time that we saw in Exodus 19:1-16. The sown harvest was gathered in by Pentecost. The feast of ingathering is also known as the feast of tabernacles. It was a festival of thanksgiving for the final harvesting of the crops. 

It is also in remembrance of the safe passage through the desert from Egypt to Palestine. These feasts were for thankfulness and were in public honor for which we owe to God for His benefits. 17 Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord GOD. God commanded that three times a year, all men in Israel had to come together to keep the most important feasts. These feast were shown to be joyful events of our own lives. Don’t we celebrate yearly, our birthday, our wedding day? Similarly, a nation celebrates the Day of its Independence, or the three glorious days of its Revolution, or the day on which its armies gained a great and crowning victory. Should we not celebrate in the Church the days on which great spiritual blessings or deliverances were granted. One of the shortest verses in the Bible in 1Th 5:16 Rejoice evermore. Ps 35:9 And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation. The question is; what has He saved us from? And what has He saved us to? We have so much to be joyful. Ps 30:5 For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. How wonderful, our Lord is to us. We may not see in times of trial and distress, but this too will pass. The Lord see your tears. Maybe this is your cry. 

Ps 6:6 I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears. Or maybe this has been your lot. Ps 42:3 My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God? But remember this: Ps 116:8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. Ps 126:5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. The Lord says just wait on me! Ps 25:5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. Ex 23:18 Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread; neither shall the fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning. 19 The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother’s milk. Since leaven was a symbol of sin and corruption, atoning blood could never be offered with leavened bread. It means that individual Israelites were not to kill the Passover lamb while leaven was still in their houses. The atonement of Christ was a complete work. Therefore, this must be wholly offered unto the LORD. Everything must be given to God, not a portion reserved for later. This especially included the fat of My sacrifice, which is the best portion of the sacrificed animal. 

In the Bible, the fat of a sacrifice symbolized the best and most valuable part, and its offering to God represented giving Him the finest of what one has. The practice in the Old Testament sacrificial system was to burn the fat on the altar as a pleasing aroma to God. It signifies giving God the best of your life, acknowledging His sovereignty, and the spiritual abundance and blessing that He provides. Fat was considered the richest, most abundant, and most desirable part of the animal. Fat is used in the Bible to represent the best of the land and God’s blessing. This was seen when Pharaoh promised Joseph the fat of the land to his family in (Genesis 45:18). Giving God the first and the best honored Him as the Good Provider of all things. V19 says you shall not boil a young kid in its mother’s milk. This command sounds strange but this was a command not imitate a common pagan fertility ritual. The Canaanites would do this as a magic spell. It was a custom of the ancient heathens, when they had gathered in all their fruits, to take a kid of a goat and boil it in the milk of its mother; and then, in a magical way, to go about and sprinkle it in all their trees and fields, gardens and orchards. They thought it would make them fruitful, that they might bring forth more abundant crops in the following year. 


Because of strange interpretations, history says the reason why Jews today will not eat milk and meat at the same meal (or even on the same plates with the same utensils cooked in the same pots). It is because the rabbis insisted that the meat may have come from the calf of the cow that gave the milk for the cheese, and the cheese and the meat would boil together in one’s stomach and be a violation of this command. Ex 23:20 Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. This is one of the most uplifting and encouraging verses. That angel is Christ Himself and the Holy Spirit identified with Him. What was the purpose? To keep thee in the way and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. God has provided a place for us and He intends to bring us into that place if we will allow Him. Ex 23:21 Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him. The name of God was in this Angel. We only know a few angels by name, and in a sense, Micha-el and Gabri-el each have the name of God in their name. (El, is the root of the word for God) But neither Michael nor Gabriel commanded this kind of obedience from Israel or even sat in judgment over them. 

This is the specific Angel of the LORD, Jesus appearing in the Old Testament, before His incarnation in Bethlehem. Ex 23:22 But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. It was characteristic of the Mosaic covenant that blessing was based almost purely on Israel. If they obeyed, they would be blessed. If they disobeyed, they would not be blessed. Under the New Covenant we are on a different principle. Though there are consequences of sin and God’s loving correction for disobedience, we are blessed in Jesus, and not because we have been obedient. Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: Ex 23:23 For mine Angel shall go before thee, and bring thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will cut them off. God did not bring Israel out of Egypt to leave them in the wilderness. His plan was to bring them into the abundance of His promised land Canaan. Though there were mighty nations in Canaan, His Angel (Christ) would bring an obedient Israel into the Promised Land.

Ex 23:24 Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images. The Canaanite people were deeply depraved and morally degraded, and this was a natural result of the depraved and degraded idol gods they served. Therefore, it was essential that Israel did not imitate their idol worship. Ex 23:25 And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee. If they did reject the gods of the Canaanites and continue in faithfulness to God, He promised to bring blessing through their whole life. Ex 23:26 There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil. 27 I will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee. 28 And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee. God promised that He would go before Israel into the land for them, using supernatural methods (send My fear) and also using natural things (send hornets before you). 
Jos 24:12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drave them out from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; but not with thy sword, nor with thy bow. 

The primary reason was to show that God could defeat His enemies through seemingly small, natural means, not just through military power. De 7:20 Moreover the LORD thy God will send the hornet among them, until they that are left, and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed. God will keep Israel safe today and in the tribulation days to come. He will also do that for us. We are the apple of His eye. Ps 17:8 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings. Zec 2:8 …… for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. Ex 23:29 I will not drive them out from before thee in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee. 30 By little and little I will drive them out from before thee, until thou be increased, and inherit the land. God does the same thing in our lives. God doesn’t give us every victory there is the moment that we believe Him. There is a time of overcoming, so we will know the value and the riches of His grace and what He has really done for us by experience. So we have the enemies to overcome that we might realize the salvation and deliverance of God and not become puffed and conceited thinking we can do it ourselves. He wanted them and us to grow. God cares that we grow, and so He often grows us little by little.

Ex 23:31 And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou shalt drive them out before thee. This was a huge portion of land, one that Israel has never fully possessed. Many suppose that the closest they came was in the days of King David and Solomon. This was a territory that at some points stretched all the way to the Euphrates River. The river is always “the great river” Euphrates, just as “the sea” is normally the Mediterranean Sea. Note the spiritual principle here. God may grant, but we must possess. He withholds our possession of many blessings until we will partner with Him in bold faith and obedience. The provisions are there, but the practical must possess them. We have been granted every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3); but we will only possess what we will partner with Him in faith and obedience to receive. God is not an understanding, spoiling father, pouring out on His children resources, blessings, and gifts they are not willing to receive or be responsible with. When His people are ready to possess in faith, what was promised it becomes realized.

Ex 23:32 Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely be a snare unto thee. You shall make no covenant with them: Through lack of discernment, Israel did end up making a covenant with some of the people of the land (Joshua 9). There is no area of the law that Israel, or anyone has ever kept. Jesus Christ is the only one that fulfilled the law. This ends as it began, with a solemn warning against idolatry. Thou shalt not even dwell side by side with them in the land, on peaceable terms, with their own laws and religion. It will surely be a snare unto thee. It will lead you to worship their idols and join in their unhallowed rites. From the time of their exodus out of Egypt to their captivity in Assyria and Babylon, every idolatry with which they came into close contact proved to be a temptation to them. Note: The northern Kingdom of Israel (Ten Tribes) was conquered by the Assyrians in 722 BC, leading to the Assyrian captivity, while the southern Kingdom of Judah (Two Tribes) fell to the Babylonians centuries later, resulting in the Babylonian captivity. The Ten Tribes of Israel did things which were not right against the Lord their God, and they built themselves high places in all their cities. 


They set up images and groves in every high hill, and under every green tree; and there they burnt incense in all the high places, as did the heathen whom the Lord carried away before them; and wrought wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger; for they served idols, whereof the Lord had said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing (2 Kings 17:9-12). Thou shalt make no covenant with them. According to the forms usually at the time, a peace treaty would have contained an acknowledgment of the gods of either nation, and words in honor of them. This would have been equivalent to making a covenant with their gods.
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