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Exodus 12 records the last of the ten plagues, which was the death of the firstborn of the anyone who did not have the blood applied to the doorpost of their house. Ex 12:11 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S Passover. Jesus is our Passover. Our Lord Jesus Christ has not been slain merely that we may hear about him and talk about him, and think about him, but that we may feed upon him. Let none of it remain until morning: The Passover lamb had to be eaten completely; a family had to totally consume the sacrifice. The idea behind eating it all was that you had to take it all that night, and not store it up for later. It is for right now. You had to receive all of it without thinking that you could take a little bit then and come back to it later. We take all of Jesus, not just the parts that please us. They must eat it with their loins girded, their shoes on their feet, and their staff in their hand. This is a picture that the Passover lamb had to be eaten in faith, trusting that the deliverance promised to Israel was now happening, and that they would walk in that deliverance immediately. Faith is essential to the keeping of Passover. It is the Lord’s Passover: The Lord provided Himself the Passover. 

The Holy Spirit, through the Apostle Paul made it perfectly clear: For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us (1 Corinthians 5:7). John the Baptist drew on a similar image when he said of Jesus, Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29) Jesus was actually crucified on Passover (John 19:14). Ex 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. This word Passover has a meaning of spreading the wings over, and protecting. The Hebrew word is pesach, the Lord’s Passover, means sheltering and protection as is found under the outstretched wings of the Almighty God. It reminds me of those words of our Savior Jesus Christ when He said, ‘O Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen does gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not (Luke 13:34.). Jesus of Nazareth was Israel’s, shelter from the coming judgment; and she didn’t even know it. 

The slain lamb, sheltering behind its blood and the eating of its flesh, represented the pesach, or the protection of God’s chosen people beneath the sheltering wings of Almighty God. Also refer to: Ps 91:1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. This interpretation is clearly seen in Ex 12:23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. It was not merely that the Lord passed by the houses of the Israelites, but that He stood on guard protecting each blood-sprinkled door as He sheltered them and us under His wingsrHeHeH! Ex 12:14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever. It is interesting to trace Israel’s response to this command to establish and keep the Passover  as a memorial. Scripture records just seven times when this Feast was kept. The first in Egypt, here in Exodus 12. The second in the Wilderness (Num. 9). The third when they entered Canaan (Josh. 5). 
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The fourth in the days of Hezekiah (2 Chron. 30). The fifth under Josiah (2 Chron. 35). The sixth after the return from the Captivity (Ezra 6). Just six in the O. T. The seventh was celebrated by the Lord Jesus and His apostles immediately before the institution of the Lord’s Supper, (Luke 22:15, etc.). In that last Passover the true Lamb of God is seen, who had been prefigured by the all those other lambs sacrificed. Note also that Jesus Christ, who celebrated the last Passover, had been Himself in Egypt, where the first had been observed. As the Passover came from Egypt, so Jesus Christ, who is the true Passover was called out of Egypt. Mt 2:13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. Ex 12:14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever. 

15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. The seven days also symbolize a complete cycle, and the unleavened bread serves as a reminder of freedom from slavery, purity, and a life free from the “leaven” of sin, which also represents corruption or false teachings. If they did not follow this, they would be cut off;  it was the penalty, because it showed an act of rebellion; Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread: Passover began on the tenth; on the 14th they ate the Passover, and this was the first day of unleavened bread. Then for the next seven days, they ate only unleavened bread. The Jews left Egypt on the first day of Passover, they were pursued by the Egyptians until the parting of the Red Sea, which occurred seven days later. The Exodus out of Egypt started on the first day, it was not completed until the seventh day. For the first Passover, the unleavened bread was a practical necessity because they left Egypt in such a hurry there was no time to allow for the dough to rise. 

16 And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you. 17 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance forever. 18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even. 19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread. For seven days no leaven shall be found in your houses: Leaven was also a picture of sin and corruption, because of the way a little leaven influences a whole lump of dough, and also because of the way leaven puffs up the lump. It is compared to pride and sin makes us puffed up. God called them to walk “unleavened” after their initial deliverance from Egypt. They were being called to a life in moral purity before the Lord. Ex 12:21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the Passover. 
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22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning. This gives us a picture of the sufferings of our blessed Lord upon the Cross. And none of you shall go out at the door until the morning. This pictures Christ on the Cross; blood above, where the thorns pierced His brow; blood at the sides, from His nail-pierced hands; blood below, from His nail-pierced feet! The blood was to be applied with a bunch of hyssop. Nothing in the Word of God is meaningless. The smallest detail has is significant. Scripture is its own interpreter. The hyssop was not connected with the lamb, but with the application of its blood. It speaks, not of Christ but of the sinner’s appropriation of His sacrifice. The hyssop is never found in connection with any of the offerings which foreshadowed the Lord Jesus Himself. It is beheld, uniformly, in the hands of the sinner. We will see it in connection with the cleansing of the leper (Lev. 14); and the restoration of the unclean (Num. 19). From Psalm 51:7 we learn that hyssop speaks of humiliation of the soul, sorrow, repentance. Note that in 1 Kings 4:33 hyssop is contrasted with the cedars, showing that hyssop speaks of lowliness.

With the Feast of unleavened bread which lasted seven days the Church collectively, and the believer individually, are called to walk in practical holiness, during all the days of our lives. This is the direct result of being washed in the blood, and having communion with the sufferings of Christ. The Israelite did not put away leaven in order to be saved, but because he was saved, the same with us. If he failed to put away leaven, the question was not that was not saved, but it was simply the question of fellowship. The cutting off of an Israelite from the Congregation answers precisely to the suspension of Christian fellowship, and if he would be indulging in that which is contrary to the holiness that God has called us to. God cannot tolerate evil. Even unholy thoughts interrupt the soul’s communion with the Lord. May the Lord stir us up to a more diligently to the study of His wonderful Word. Ex 12:23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you. 24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons forever. 

25 And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the land which the LORD will give you, according as he hath promised, that ye shall keep this service. 26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this service? 27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S passover, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped. 28 And the children of Israel went away, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 29 And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. The Lord had commanded Moses to deliver this message to Egypt: Ex 4:22, 23 Thus saith the Lord, Israel is My son, even my firstborn; And I say unto thee, Let My son go, that he may serve Me; and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even thy firstborn. It is evident that Pharaoh did not believe this message. 
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Note also: All through this Christian dispensation or age the solemn word has been going forth, Joh 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. But, for the most part, this Divine warning has fallen on deaf ears. There are those who do not believe that God means what He says. It is true that God is slow to anger and He has opened the door of mercy, but even His long-suffering has its limits. Pharaoh received plain and faithful warnings which were followed by many appeals and judgments. But the king and his defiant subjects only hardened their hearts. Now the judgment from heaven fell upon them, and there was not a house where there was not one dead. Ex 12:31 And he (Pharaoh) called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. 32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. 33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. 34 And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneadingtroughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 

35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 36 And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians. The Egyptian people also agreed that the Israelites must go, to the extent that they essentially paid the Israelites to leave. Ex 12:37 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 38 And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. If the Egyptians had enough faith to put the blood on the doorpost, then there young would be saved also. This was a mixed multitude. There are some that went out with Israel. Compare Nu 11:4 And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? 5 We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick: Ex 12:39 And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt, for it was not leavened; because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves any victual.

The eating of unleavened bread speaks of partaking of Christ the true bread from heaven who is without sin. The bread was not with leaven because they were thrust out of Egypt and they had not prepared anything for themselves. So they were brought to the place of dependence and this is a good thing for us to do in our Christian experience. The Lord thrusts us out many times where we have nothing of ourselves to rely upon. Why? So that we might depend upon Him.
Ex 12:40 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.
Compare with Ge 15:13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; This was a fulfillment of the prophecy that God gave unto Abraham. Notice at the self-same day that marked the end of that 430 years, God delivered them from the land of Egypt. 
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Note that God deals with the Gentiles in typical numbers, but He deals with Israel in exact numbers. It was not until the day following the Passover-night that Israel was delivered from Egypt. The first twelve chapters of Exodus we have seen the tender compassion of God. We have seen the appointment of a leader (3:10); we have listened to the Divine promises (6:6-8); we have seen the displays of Divine power in the plagues, and yet not a single Israelite was delivered from the house of bondage. It was not until the blood of the lamb was shed that redemption was accomplished. Then as soon as the blood was shed, even the very next morning, Israel marched forth a free people. All the hosts of the Lord (not of Israel) went out from the land of Egypt (12:41). They were the Lord’s by purchase; they were bought with a price. That price was not corruptible things as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of a Lamb of God! In the Gospels before Jesus went to the cross He was all alone. Mt 26:56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. But how different after His precious blood had been shed! Then He is no longer alone. Then, for the first time, He speaks of the disciples as His brethren. 

Joh 20:17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. The truth in Exodus 12, is according to Divine wisdom, and it was not of Moses’ own design. Ex 12:43 And the LORD said unto Moses and Aaron, This is the ordinance of the Passover: There shall no stranger eat thereof: 44 But every man's servant that is bought for money, when thou hast circumcised him, then shall he eat thereof. 45 A foreigner and an hired servant shall not eat thereof. There were three classes of people that were prohibited from eating the Passover. First, no stranger was to eat thereof. This Feast was for Israel alone, and therefore no foreigner must participate. The reason is it was only the children of Abraham, or the family of faith, who could participate in God’s gracious deliverance. Second, no hired servant should eat the Passover. A hired servant is an outsider; he is motivated by self-interest. He works for pay. This has no place in redemption. It is to him that worketh not but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness (Rom. 4:5). 46 In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof. 

V 46 In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof (v. 46). The lamb was to be eaten under the shelter of the atoning blood, and there alone. Men may admire Christ, while denying the whole reality of His atoning work. Joh 19:36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. 47 All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 48 And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised person shall eat thereof. Third, no uncircumcised person should eat thereof. This applies to Israel equally as much as to Gentiles. Circumcision was the sign of the Covenant, and only these who belonged to the Covenant of Grace can feed upon Christ. Circumcision was God’s sentence of death written upon nature. Circumcision has its antitype in the Cross. Col 2:11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 
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12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. It is the circumcision of the heart. We only have fellowship with Christ when we see our flesh cutoff with Christ. When we identify ourselves as being cutoff with Christ. Circumcision shows the cutting off of the flesh, cutting off of our own self-sufficiency’s and our own abilities and so forth. We find here that the uncircumcision cannot eat or partake of Christ. Before we or anyone can partake of Jesus, they must recognize that the old creation is cut off. As a member of the flesh, you are unable to eat of Christ. But when a person believes upon the Lord Jesus Christ, He is a new creation and is permitted to eat of the Passover. But the flesh cannot and will not appreciate the Lord Jesus. 49 One law shall be to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among you. 50 Thus did all the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. 51 And it came to pass the selfsame day, that the LORD did bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies. No hired servant could participate in the Feast, but a bond-servant who had been purchased and circumcised, and who was now one of the household, could. 

So, too, the foreigner who remained with Israel, provided he would submit to circumcision. This is the foreshadow of Grace reaching out to the Gentiles, who though by nature were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, are now, by grace, no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God. Eph. 2:12, 19. Ex 13:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine. Because God had redeemed them with the blood of the lamb that was put upon the doorpost. All of the first born of Israel was spared. God had a right to claim them because He had redeemed them and bought them with the price. The same thing is true of us. We belong to God because we are bought with the price of the blood of Jesus Christ. We are God’s possession. He has a right to us. God put His seal of ownership upon the first born because He bought them and so He has bought us. Nu 3:45 Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle; and the Levites shall be mine: I am the LORD. God traded all of the first born out of Israel for the one tribe of Levi and He consecrated them unto the service of the Lord. 

We are a redeemed people belonging to the Redeemer. God says, “Ye are not your own; for ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). This is the same that God says unto Moses, “Sanctify unto Me all the firstborn.” It was the firstborn of Israel who had been redeemed from the death-judgment which fell upon the Egyptians. Now the Lord claims these people for Himself. This speaks of practical holiness, setting apart unto God. Ro 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. God wants a devotedness from His people which God has a right to look for from His blood-bought people. Ex 13:3 And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place: there shall no leavened bread be eaten. 4 This day came ye out in the month Abib. Abib corresponds tour month of April and it speaks of the resurrection with Christ. It is the new beginning for Israel. 
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Ex 13:5 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service in this month.
 6 Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be a feast to the LORD. 7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days; and there shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, neither shall there be leaven seen with thee in all thy quarters. 8 And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, saying, This is done because of that which the LORD did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt. The basis of this Feast was what the Lord had done for Israel in delivering them from the land of bondage. In other words, its foundation was redemption accomplished, entered into, known, and enjoyed. No soul can really feast upon Christ while he is in doubt about his own salvation. 1 John 4:18 Fear hath torment and this is the opposite of joy and salvation, of which feasting speaks of. Little wonder then that there are so many joyless professing Christians. Luke 10:20, Rejoice said Christ to the disciples, that your names are written in heaven. 

Until this joy of assurance is ours there cannot be, and I say this again, any feasting upon Christ. Ex13:9 And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the LORD’S law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt. 10 Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year. The Feast was a sign upon the hand. It signified that their service was consecrated to God. It was also a memorial between the eyes, that is, upon the forehead, where all could see. This meant an open manifestation of separation unto God. Finally, it was to be accompanied with the Lord’s law in their mouth. The means obedience to God. God’s redeemed are not a lawless people. John 14:15 The Lord Jesus said, If ye love Me, keep My commandments. Ex 13:11 And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, 12 That thou shalt set apart unto the LORD all that openeth the matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; the males shall be the LORD'S. 13 And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem.

The ass was an unclean animal and it represents the stiff-necked old creation and notice that it had to be redeemed with a lamb. It pictures us because we were identified with that ass. We were that way by nature; shapen in iniquity conceived in sin. We were identified with that first creation of Adam our old man and we deserve to have our neck broken. Notice if you will not redeem it, you shall break its neck and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem. So if it wasn’t redeemed, it had to have its neck broken and so it was with us. We were all under the sentence of death but then God brought on the scene this little, lowly, meek little lamb (Jesus) that redeemed us who were once members of the old creation. The ass was to have its neck broken, that is it was to be destroyed, unless redeemed; just as the Israelites would most certainly have been killed by the Angel of death unless they had slain the lamb and sprinkled its blood. Refer to these scriptures that show what we were once. Eph. 4:17, 18 Walk not as other Gentiles walk in the vanity of their mind, having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them. 
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2 Cor. 4:3, 4; If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; in whom the god of this world (Satan) has blinded the minds of them which believe not. Ex 13:19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you. This speaks of faith on the part of Moses, because Joseph said now you take my bones up and you burry them in the land of Canaan. So Moses had enough faith to take the bones and bury them in Canaan. Why? Because God is going to lead us up there. Ex 13:20 And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness. God does the exact same thing with us in our experience. He brings us to the edge of the wilderness. He doesn’t just bring us in and flop us down in the middle of a terrible experience or trial, but He gradually leads us into it. We might say that He makes the water hotter and hotter as we go on rather than bringing us into the trial all at once. Remember He is there with us. 

21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: Both the pillar of fire and the pillar of the cloud are representative of the power of the Holy Spirit. This power was for three things, shelter, and protection and as a guide. The Holy Spirit sheltered them and protected them and led them in the way that they should go. How profitable is it for us to follow the leadings of the Holy Spirit. And as long as we do that, we will experience the shelter or the protection of the Holy Ghost. If Israel had gone off on their own, God would not have been bound to watch over and protect them, but as long as they followed the cloud, they were under the protection of the Holy Ghost and the cloud. Compare with Ps 105:39 He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in the night. Ps 78:14 In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light of fire. 22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. This tells us of God’s continually leadership of His people. He doesn’t lead us out one way and then tells us, I have shown you this far you can take the rest of the way yourself. God continually leads us if we allow Him to do so.







