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In Chapter 7 Stephen becomes the first Church martyr, but he was not the first martyr for the truth, Abel was. Ac 7:1 Then said the high priest, Are these things so?  2 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. Stephen begins his sermon by calling the people to listen. Stephen traces the history of Israel from Abraham to the time of Moses. He talks about God calling Abraham out of Mesopotamia and making a covenant with him. Stephen talks about the promise God made to Abraham that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land as slaves for 400 years but God would judge the nation they were enslaved to. 

Stephen says God gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision. Abraham then had Isaac and Jacob who had 12 sons who became the 12 tribes of Israel. Stephen is addressing the Sanhedrin council who have arrested him for blasphemy against the temple and the law. God appeared to Abraham, in Mesopotamia, and called him out to start a new nation through which God would save mankind. God made a covenant with Abraham to give him the land of Canaan as an inheritance. God gave Abraham a vision of the coming Messiah which made him rejoice. The problem is how can a holy God have anything to do with sinful man. Man cannot solve this problem, only God can. God revealed the solution to this problem to Abraham. God would send his own Son to take on human nature, live a perfect life and die as an atoning sacrifice for sin. 

The Old Testament pointed to the coming sacrifice of Christ. The blood of animals could never take away sin, only Christ’s sacrifice could. God must punish sin because of His holiness and justice. The only way He could forgive sin was to provide the sacrifice of His own Son. We need to understand the message of the Old Testament to understand our need for Christ. The Old Testament shows the failure of man and the holiness of God. The high priest’s question, Are these things so? Stephen in this chapter begins with God of the Glory, and he ends it with the Glory of God. He called Abraham on the witness stand first; then Stephen traced God’s dealings with Israel and their attitude toward Him from that time to the introduction of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

Stephen showed that Israel mistreated and resisted God’s servants throughout those two thousand years. First, we have Joseph’s brothers were moved with jealousy against Joseph, a perfect type of Christ, and sold him into Egypt (Acts 7:9). Then Moses’ brethren “thrust him away,” when he sought to deliver them from Egypt, saying, “Who made thee a ruler and judge over us? (Acts 7:27). Stephen emphasized the fact that as God had sent Moses and his brethren refused him, so God had sent Jesus, like Moses, of whom he wrote. He showed them that Jesus was the One who spoke to Moses in the mount (Exodus 33:2,14; Isaiah 63:9). Now, remember, that Stephen is before the Sanhedrin. He has been doing some mighty works. He has been disputing with the Jewish leaders. He, evidently, has been getting the best of them because they were not able to resist the wisdom and spirit by which he spoke. 

It reminds me of Jesus in Luke 6:10 And looking round about upon them all, he said unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was restored whole as the other. 11 And they were filled with madness; and communed one with another what they might do to Jesus.
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So now, Stephen is going to give a defense specifically, of the charges against him, which are that he has spoken blasphemous words against Moses and against God. Against Moses means against the Law of Moses and against God means against the holy place or the temple of God. So, evidently, Stephen said some things that caused some of the Jewish people to say he’s against Moses and against the temple. Now, we know that our Lord said, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” And then the word went around, he said he was going to destroy the temple and he was going to raise it up again in three days. That is not what He meant. 


Joh 2:19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?  21 But he spake of the temple of his body. Also, the city of Jerusalem was demolished A. D. 71.  In that period of rejection of the Jew, God was beginning His dealing with another people, the Church. So, we can see the background and what Stephen is going to do as he shows that what he has been saying is in accordance with the Old Testament. The Old Testament history is filled with Israel’s rejection of those who spoke before of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Stephen used the Old Testament to answer the question posed by the High Priest. He went right back to Abraham and brings him in as a testimony. 

Acts 7:1 is in reference to the prophesy of Jesus concerning the temple being destroyed in Mt 24:1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. Daniel in the Old Testament predicted the destruction of the temple of Stephen’s time. Daniel  in Da 9:26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. Jerusalem was destroyed along with the temple in 70 AD by Titus. Acts was written before this because it was still standing at the timing of the writing of Acts.

Abraham was the father of Israel Ac 7:2 And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran. Ac 7:5 And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. **** Notice that Abraham enjoyed his inheritance by faith. It is the same for us today, we enjoy our inheritance by faith which will one day be realized. Ac 7:8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.*** The covenant of circumcision was a seal or the righteousness by faith. 

(Rom 4:11) Ro 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: Stephen mentioned two individuals who were rejected by their brethren, but later became their deliverers.
He mentioned Joseph who was very much a type of Christ. The other one mentioned was Moses.
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Ac 7:13 And at the second time Joseph was made known to his brethren; and Joseph’s kindred was made known unto Pharaoh. ***Jesus will come the second time. Joseph was a type of Jesus who was rejected by his brothers just like Jesus was rejected by the nation of Israel.  Then Moses is a type of Christ who came into this world under the sentence of death. In rejecting these two worthies of faith, the people were rejecting Christ. Joseph was the Son, Sufferer, and Sovereign. He was a type of the suffering Christ. Israel as a nation accepted their brother Benjamin, but they have never accepted the suffering Christ which Joseph typifies. Benjamin’s name means “son of the right hand.” They had rejected Joseph and sold him into Egypt, but yet Joseph became their deliverer. Moses a type of Christ; He was a deliverer and a ruler who was rejected by his people. 

He was under the sentence of death as Christ was. Moses was tested for forty years and Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tested 40 days and nights. Ac 7:25 For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not. 
Ac 7:27 But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou didest the Egyptian yesterday?**** Moses was rejected by his people at his first coming to them just like Christ. Moses was rejected as a deliverer and a ruler, just as Christ. Ac 7:30 And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. The bush was burning, but was not consumed. 

The bush is a picture or it represents of the nation Israel. It was the refining fire of judgment that was going on while they were in Egypt. They were under bondage an affliction and what Moses saw was God’s people in that refining fire not being consumed. It was like in Daniel with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego went they were cast into the fire, it burned off their bonds and affliction. After Moses brought them out of Egypt, they continued to show their ungodly and unregenerate heart. Ac 7:39 To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt. ****They thrust Moses out from them and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt. Because Israel worshipped idols and turned away from the God of their fathers, God permitted them to be taken into captivity. Ac 7:43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon. Steven said that God did this to Israel because of their heart condition. Moloch was child or human sacrifice. 

They made these calves and offered sacrifice which was the work of their own hands. Even today Israel is a very proud people. They have not yet turned to the Lord. Because of their idolatry, they took up the tabernacle of Moloch. Moloch was a false god and judgment came upon them which happened in 606BC. Stephen goes right back to what they accused him of blaspheme about the temple. Ac 7:49 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest? 50 Hath not my hand made all these things? *** God didn’t need a temple, He made it all. Ac 7:51Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Ac 7:52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: 53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels and have not kept it. ***** They really persecuted all of God’s prophets, but here are a few Jeremiah, Daniel, Isaiah, and Ezekiel.
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They showed their final rejection of the Jesus. Ac 7:57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, Ac 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. **** Notice their heart condition was not right. They harden their heart. They never accepted the crucified Christ, but they crucified Him afresh, Heb 6:4-6. The remaining seven verses of this chapter are very significant. This has important meaning. At the beginning of his address Stephen’s face shone as the face of an angel, because he was filled with the Holy Spirit and Word. At the conclusion, he was still filled with the Holy Spirit. He looked up steadfastly into heaven. 

What did he see? Spirit-anointed folks always behold special and wonderful things. He saw three objects - the heavens opened, the Glory of God, and Jesus standing. He began his sermon, believing God’s Word, by declaring that the God of glory appeared to Abraham. This is the first time that phrase occurs. It tells us of a doctrine and hope of which Israel were ignorant, even the mystery of God (Ephesians 3:9). Now near the end, he sees, by revelation, the glory of God which his faith made him speak. 
Eph 3:9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

There were three things that Stephen did as he looked steadfastly heavenward. He saw the heavens open, then the glory of God and he saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God.
Ac 7:55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Here Jesus is standing, but in Hebrews He is sitting. Heb 10:12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God; **** The reason He is standing is if Israel had accepted Christ at that time, He would have come back right then for them and set up the kingdom, but they rejected Him. And so that is why in Hebrews He is sitting at the right hand of God because they did not accept Jesus.

Heb 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;
Re 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. 
God is always slow to anger and plentiful in mercy. Probably for about seven years from His ascension, Jesus was standing at the Father’s right hand, waiting for Israel to invite Him back. Through Peter and John, He had spoken to them and did mighty miracles. An earnest of millennial blessings, liberty, and power flowed in every direction in Jerusalem, filling the city with the doctrine of the Lord. 

Two prayers Stephen uttered as he was dying. Receive my spirit and lay not this sin to their charge. Ac 7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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What other Man had voiced similar prayers in His dying moments? Jesus Christ on the cross. Lu 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.
Stephen’s final act for the nation of Israel. (See Heb. 6:6)
God’s dealing with the nation of Israel was put away at that time. They rejected Christ. They rejected the crucified Christ.
Heb 6:4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.
Stephen is important because he’s the link between Peter and Paul. As you read the Book of the Acts, you notice the first part of this book has to do with the ministry of Peter to Jews. They refused. The last half of it has to do with the ministry of Paul to the Church. Stephen stands in between and, as the commission that the Lord Jesus gave the Church, that the Gospel should be preached in Jerusalem and in Judea and in Samaria and to the uttermost part of the earth, Stephen is the connection between Jerusalem and Antioch, which became the headquarters of the Christian mission, from which the gospel went out to all the known world. 

Chapter 8
Ac 8:1 And Saul (of Tasus) was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. 4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word. 5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.

Saul of Tarsus never forget what he saw and heard that day. No; he never did. Paul said in Php 3:6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. Then he said that he was the chief of sinners. 1Ti 1:15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. Stephen was slain for his faithful witness, but was his death a defeat? No, it was a victory because it was in the will of God. It is a victory to die in the will of God. Yes. Stephen died in victory; he was a faithful servant. What blessed hope did Stephen have, which we also have today? It is our translation resurrection at Jesus’ return. It is the same hope that we enjoy when Jesus returns. 

God uses persecution here to fulfill His will. He was spreading the gospel by scattering the believers throughout the region. The gospel was to go beyond Jerusalem. Acts 8: 4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.
Lu 24:47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Ac 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
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Ac 8:2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison. 4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word. Although Israel’s hope would seem dead there is still hope, because as a nation they will accept Christ after the fulfillment of the Gentiles. We have the living hope in Christ because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He is seated at the right hand of God. We have the hope of a glorified body like unto His own and this is our hope that Jesus is coming for us soon. Then the Holy Spirit makes this real in our lives and sheds the love of God in our hearts.
Ro 5:5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

1Pe 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Israel has no hope except in Jesus Christ, the risen Savior. They have rejected Christ but the nation of Israel will accept Christ after the fulfillment of the Gentiles. They want Benjamin, but they never accepted the Joseph, (Christ) the suffering one. Saul is now leading the persecution in Ac 8:3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison.

Saul as Paul later defends this way which he now persecuted. He was a pattern and the chief Apostle to those who believe hereafter. Paul really did have zeal for God when he was Saul. He did those things ignorantly in unbelief. See 1Ti 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.

Philip comes on the scene. Ac 8:5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. Ac 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
Ac 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. There were three marvelous results which followed his preaching. Healings, miracles, unclean spirits were cast out, and the lame walked. Then there was great joy in that city. Ac 8:6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city. Ac 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. We need to be filled with Holy Spirit. 
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Jesus said that He must go so that the Comforter, the Holy Spirit would and lead and guide us up in the truth. The Holy Spirit is our teacher and without being filled, we cannot mature into full grown sons.
Peter and John sent from Jerusalem to Samaria that they might receive the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands. They needed to receive the Holy Spirit to receive power and to be an effective witness. Ac 8:9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: Simon the sorcerer was attracted to Philip's preaching. He saw the signs and wonders that Philip did and he wanted this power, but it was for his greed. His heart was not right.
Philip preached Christ and Simon preached himself. Simon’s preaching was from witchcraft and sorcery, but Philip preached Christ. Paul wrote in Ga 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This is legalism which is the same thing that Simon tried to do.

Simon wanted the Holy Spirit. He wanted to buy it with money. Ac 8:18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 19 Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. His heart was not right. Ac 8:20 But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. He was baptized but he went into the water a sinner and came up a sinner. He sought to buy the blessings with money. Ac 8:21 Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. He was still a sinner. 22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.

Ac 8:23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 24 Then answered Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things which ye have spoken come upon me. *** Simon did not have a repentant heart. He did not want to be punished. He did not want the consequences. He was still in bondage to the flesh through this sorcery. He was in the bond of iniquity.

Left off with V 24 Next time










