Acts Chapter 3
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Review: Ac 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father. Now think of this for moment. We are in that 40-day period between Christ’s resurrection and His ascension into heaven. Then in 10 days is Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out. Then the conversation turned to the future, to the time when Jesus would return to heaven and the disciples would be left with orders to preach the Gospel. I can imagine that it easy to think of the excitement around the table that day. What do you want us to do, Lord? When do we get started? Should we draft a master-plan and hit the road. 

James, you and John get started on the mission statement. Peter, work out a 10-year strategy. Matthew, you’re an accountant, aren’t you? Run some numbers, let’s see how much money we’re going to need. We’ve got to get the ball rolling. Lord, where do you want us to begin? But hear Jesus’ answer. Don’t do anything yet. Go back to Jerusalem and wait there until the Holy Spirit comes. I’m sure this must have come as a major surprise. God’s answer was to wait for the Holy Spirit. When the time comes, God will give them the signal to move out. Until then, wait on the Lord. I imagine that was the last place many of them wanted to be. Jerusalem was no longer a safe city. If you were a follower of Jesus, anyplace on earth was safer than Jerusalem. 

Getting out of town was not a bad idea. Jesus commanded them to stay. Jerusalem already knows about Jesus. This city murdered and crucified Him. These disciples were in the middle of the battlefield and if it was us, we would want out of there. Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t speak to us more clearly? Could it be because we are going so fast that we can’t hear His voice? Especially when everything round us seems to be breaking up around us. Waiting rearranges our priorities, slows down our schedule, and forces us to listen to God. Jesus gave specific instructions in three areas: 
He told them what to do -Wait. He told them where to do it. - In Jerusalem. He told them what to wait for. - The Promise of the Father, which was the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

But He didn’t tell them how long to wait. They had no idea whether they should wait a week, a month, a year, ten years, or for 40 years. If our expectation is based upon God, my soul, lives for God; I live with only this care, to bless Him.

Acts 3:1 Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple, which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; 3 Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. 4 And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. 5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. 6 Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.
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Significant Facts: The Holy Spirit was poured out at the third hour or about 9 am in the morning. It was the ninth hour or about 3PM in the afternoon. They encountered a lame man who is typical of Israel. What God was about to do for this lame man, God was showing Israel that this is exactly what He would do for the Nation of Israel3:2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; This really what Israel was, they were given the temple and they were given the commandments of God and they were lame. They never could walk or keep the law. The law was Holy, just, and good and in Ro 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, or in other words the flesh could not keep the law. The spiritual condition of Israel, as figured by the lame man.

The lameness illustrates Israel’s helplessness after 1500 years of tutorage under the law (Galatians 3:21-25). When Christ came, the Law, the Tutor, or Schoolmaster, was no longer needed. The Law could not give life, nor sustain life. This teaches us that the Law could NOT bring Israel into a close fellowship with God. Only the grace of God can bring us into that close fellowship with God. The law can never give life, nor can it sustain life, nor can it heal. The only thing that the law did was reprove, correct, or chasten, and condemn the sinner. Only by God’s grace alone is sin condemned but not the sinner. This is the wonderful grace of God.

God’s purpose for Israel if they had received the Gospel was to bless them. This was an object lesson for Israel. They had laid daily at the gate of the temple and asked alms, or begged and they could not walk. They were dependent upon God’s grace and mercy. It was only for them that entered the temple. They were never in close fellowship with God just as this lame man never did.

God was offering them so much. Jesus told Peter this in Mt 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Peter had these keys, and we see him opening the doors to the gentiles and to the Jew and it was up to them to go in. Peter said, but such as I have, give I to thee, which is a new creation and Spirit filled.

Ac 3:7 And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. 8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and 

praising God: This is the place of fellowship that has now opened to this man, and it would be open to anyone that would take the gospel that was being offered. These people go into the temple and saw this mighty work of God. They were leaping and praising God.

Now here is the opportunity for Peter to give a message as he says in Ac 3:12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk? We did not do this. It wasn’t our power or strength or Holiness. Then he goes on, he honors the God of their Fathers.

 Ac 3:13 The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, Witnesses
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when he was determined to let him go.14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; ****Peter honors God.

He glorified Jesus Christ and he doesn’t just stop there, but he says whom you crucified and delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go in Acts 3:14. Many have referred to the Jews as the crucifier of Jesus. But it was my sin that nailed Jesus to the cross. It wasn’t anymore the Jews sins as it was ours that nailed Jesus to the cross. It was the sin of all of humanity that nailed Jesus to the cross. They were offered the same salvation as we were. God was ready to forgive them as a whole nation had they accepted Him at that time. But here they denied (or refused) the Holy One, the Lord Jesus.  And we see more of that as go on in Acts all the up the turning away of the Jews unto the Gentiles.

God would have given them the same mercy that He gave this lame man, but they are guilty of denying their Savior. God was telling Israel that He wanted to give them the same mercy that He gave this lame man, but they are guilty of denying their Savior. Why didn’t Israel receive Peter’s testimony which honored the God of their fathers? If they would have accepted Peter’s words, they would have had to admit that they crucified their Messiah.

Peter said in Acts 3:17, I know through ignorance that you did this but in Heb 10:26 it says For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins. Israel and the rulers had ignorance, but when the truth came to them, they were not ignorant any longer. They sinned willfully because they had rejected Christ. This was the willful sin when they rejected Christ.

Notice: Ac 3:16 And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. ***** It is faith in what Jesus has done in the whole work of redemption; in the work at Calvary; when we say in the name of Jesus, it is faith in what Jesus has done. He is the very substance of faith. What makes us strong? Romans 4:20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

That faith is even by Christ or as Heb 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. He is the author and finisher. He is the very substance of faith.

When did faith come into our hearts? It was when we received Christ. In the Old Testament God said of Israel, children in whom is no faith, but we have faith. De 32:20 And he said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith. When we received Christ each of us have been given a measure of faith.  We have received the faith of Christ and as we grow, that faith will grow. Faith is active within us; it is not blind.

How is it that we grow? Mt 6:27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. We cannot make ourself grow spiritually. The only way to 
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grow in the natural is by eating and the same is true of the spiritual. We must feed on the word of God and thereby we will grow. We cannot put on the glory of God. It must come forth as a matter of course as we take in Christ and the glory of God is revealed in our lives, just like the glory of the flower is revealed by God.

All our desire to naturally grow will not help us grow unless we take the proper means. It is just so in our spiritual life. Fretting and straining will not enlarge our spiritual manhood. God has Himself revealed the secret of growth. Paul said in Eph 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. The word vocation is the same Greek word as high calling in Phil 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Then again Paul says Eph 4:3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. That word endeavoring means to study. It is the same Greek word as 2 Timothy 2:15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Spiritual growth will take the inward attitude and walking will take diligence.

Paul said in Ro 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. Therein refers to the verses before. This verse means that there are levels of faith. There are levels of believing God. It is as we take in the Gospel and as we are diligent in searching out the scripture, we too go from faith to faith. That is from level of faith to a greater level of faith. 

Ro 4:12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. This verse refers to the steps of faith of our father Abraham. In the life of Abraham, he didn’t believe God all at once. It is step by step. Abraham was promised his son Isaac and it took 25 years of walking and believing and trusting God before he had his son Isaac. In that time there were many testing’s of that faith, including having the son Ishmael which was not the promised son. In this walk Abraham had to learn faith step by step and we do too.

Peter said, But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. There is no growth except by progression. The way to grow, then, is to go forward; the way to be steadfast is to progress; the way forward, according to the apostle, is to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. There can be no growth in grace except as 
we grow in our knowledge of Christ. Jesus said, Joh 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. How we need the word of God. 

Paul said, 1Th 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. So, receive the pure word of God, and we will grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Praise His name! Oh, may the Lord Jesus Christ help us, by giving all diligence, to make the most of our spiritual life and all its opportunities and resources of grace and lay up for 
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ourselves treasures on high which shall never fade away. How will this happen? Study! Study! Giving all diligence to the word of God! Jesus is the word! Peter was looking forward to Christ’s return; to the kingdom age. Ac 3:20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: 21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began. The times of restitution is the kingdom age.

The Millennial Age here called the restitution of all things.
The restitution or the restoration of all things. This is when Christ will return again. Acts3:21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.
If Israel as a nation had of done what Peter said in Ac 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; then Christ would have come back and the kingdom age would have begun at that time; the Millennial reign of Christ.

In this third chapter, the return and presence of the Jesus is announced. The entire period of Israel’s partial blindness is covered by this chapter and their deliverance offered to them. Of course, the apostle Peter did not then know how long the Lord would be detained in the heavens. He was made to know later on reading Psalm 90:4 and Hosea 6:2, whereby he learned that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day (II Peter 3:8)
2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

Notice the last verses of Chapter Three. Ye are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant which God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy seed, shall all the families of the earth be blessed (3:25). Note what followed Unto you first (the Jews), God having raised up His Servant, sent Him to bless you (Jews) in turning every one of you from your iniquities. The great responsibility is upon Israel for the salvation of the nations. If the casting away of them is the reconciling of the world; what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead (Romans 11:15-31). The Holy Spirit shows us the future of the unfolding of the Divine Plan. In Chapter Two, the presence and power of the Holy Spirit was manifested, and the resurrection of Jesus proved. In this third chapter, the return and presence of the “Prince of Life” is announced. The entire period of Israel’s partial blindness is covered by this chapter and their deliverance offered to them. Of course, the apostle Peter did not then know how long the Lord would be gone to heaven. It was revealed to him later as we will see in the Acts.





