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Historically we could look at this chapter as Paul’s water route to Rome. But we will look at it as the journey of the Gospel down through the Church age. We also see the Holy Spirit influencing not only the men writing the history, but prophesy. God uses the natural elements working in cooperation to bring about prophesy and the word of God, the Gospel to us. God in His foreknowledge saw what would happen with the Church and yet He went ahead with it. God knew Adam would sin and yet He went right ahead and created him knowing that. Why? Because God had a further purpose in man and that was Christ Jesus would come. God permits His people, who are the apple of His eye, to suffer pain, hunger, hardship, humiliation, persecution and rejection, because God does it to work good in His people. Ro 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. Work together for good means to cooperate together. Who are we working together with. We are working together with the word of God by the Holy Spirit. That is Jesus! God takes the bad things or the hardships and sufferings and makes them cooperate together to accomplish good in our life. 

It is for His purpose to be conformed to the image of His Son. Ro 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. He is working all things for our good. This chapter is the journey of the Gospel down through the Church age. Ac 27:1 And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band. 2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. 3 And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself. 4 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. We don’t know much about this specific Augustan Regiment (several held that title), but it was common for Roman soldiers to accompany the transport of criminals, those awaiting trial, and merchant ships filled with grain going from Egypt to Rome. 

Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was with us: Aristarchus and Luke (notice the us of verse 2 and beyond); Luke accompanied Paul on this voyage. The favor Paul enjoyed from Julius in V3 meant he was allowed to take these companions with him. There are a number of names given in Chapter 27, and we will look at the meaning of each. In this chapter, Paul is representative of the Gospel. The Gospel has been taken aboard this ship and Paul’s destination is Rome and Rome means strength and it is figurative of the throne room. Italy means calf like or the sacrificial animal and it speaks of sanctified or strength through weakness. That was the exact purpose of the Church; to be calf like, and filled with strength of the throne room. This was the destination of the ship. The ship here speaks of the body of the Church. And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, meaning Paul and Luke. Paul’s name means little and Luke’s name means light. So, we have the Gospel of light and Light or Luke went with Paul. Then there were certain other prisoners. It speaks of those that follow Paul which includes us. It is those that would sail with Paul; those that would heed his Gospel. Then we have the word “they” V1 they delivered Paul unto the ship. 
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They refers to the Gentile powers or the Roman Government. They delivered Paul or the Gospel to this ship and it was an instrument that God uses at this time. Then we have Julius and his name means downy and hairy. In Ge 25:25 Esau was hairy figurative of the flesh. Julius took care of Paul or the Gospel, but here he figures that wise and human influence that sets bounds around the saints of God. Notice he is a centurion of the Augustus' band. Augustus means venerable or respected or esteemed.  So, he figures how God is over all and He is the one on the throne. So, God can even use Julius and everything to His will. *** So here we see the centurion is in charge and they enter the ship of Adramyttium which is representative of the Church or Christendom today. This ship Adramyttium brought spiritual decline and death to its passengers. The meaning of this ships name, Adramyttium, has a three-fold meaning, court  of death, I shall abide in death, and not in the race. We can see the Holy Spirit working in this journey.  Those that want to win Christ as bridegroom surely would not want to sail on this ship, they would want a more spiritual ship. So, this is the ship that most Christendom is on. 

Yet we see the Gospel going on this ship. Then we see Aristarchus and his name means best ruler and he is from Macedonian which means tall and it is a city of Thessalonica and it means victory over falsity or victory over the tossing of law. So, Aristarchus was going “best ruler” which tells us of one reigning in life by Christ Jesus. Ro 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. If we are going to sail with Paul, Aristarchus will have to be our companion. We will have to be reigning in life by Christ Jesus. Macedonian which means tall, tells that we are seated together with Christ in the heavenlies. Eph 2:6. Then the city of Thessalonica means victory over falsity or victory over the tossing of law. These are two victories that we must have in our lives also. It is a twofold victory which is reigning with Christ and victory over the tossing of the law. How do these victories come? It comes by way of Paul’s gospel. We only find that in Paul’s Gospel. So, these are Paul’s companions. I would add this about the law. Ga 3:23 But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Ga 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. The law was to bring us unto Christ. 

Ac 27:2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; ***They were in a small ship that hugged the coastline and that coastline was Asia. A lot of times in our lives we would want to hug the coastline. Asia means slime which tells us of man’s natural building materials. When they built the tower of Babel in Genesis, they used slime for mortar. It is figurative of men’s self-works or self-effort. That is exactly what the human influence is on the Church, instead of trusting in the Lord and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; they say we are saved by grace but we have to do our part or hold out faithful to the end. With our human influence and our own natural reasoning, we would plot a course on the coast of Asia. God doesn’t let them go this way and we will see that more later. Ac 27:3 And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself. Sidon means hunting. Julius gave Paul liberty to go to his friends and refresh himself. We see the freedom that the Gospel had in the early church. Again, Paul is figurative of the Gospel. Julius is figurative of that wise human influence. 
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It is that man has to have his control and this ship (the church) has to be kept afloat. We hear today that you have to have organization in the Church. We hear that the church must be organized. This is man’s wisdom. So, we see here that Julius gives Paul liberty to go to his friends and refresh himself. The Gospel of Paul is given liberty to those that want to hear it. Ac 27:4 And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. Cyprus means love blossom or fairness. It tells us again they were under the love of God and the love of Christ. The winds were contrary speaking of adversity that troubled the ship. The ship could not stay on its course with these wise human influences that wanted to direct the ship. They sailed under Cyprus or it means they got some shelter from the contrary winds. So, it is the love blossom or the love of Christ that shelters them from these winds. Ac 27:5 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. Cilicia  means hair cloth and it speaks of humanity. Pamphylia means many tribes which tells us of the early evangelistic activities of the Church going to all of humanity, many tribes. Then they came to Myra and it comes from the word myrrh. It speaks of the myrtle tree or the myrtle juice off of that tree. It denotes suffering. Myra is a city of Lycia. Lycia means wolfish.  We remember Paul said in Ac 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 

This speaks of the condition of suffering which comes because of the wolves and the adversity that is coming in if they go that way. That has happened in the Church today. These chapters show us how apostasy or how the Church has abandoned the things of the Gospel. This has set in and grew and it is a result of not heeding to Paul’s Gospel. But then God used the apostate Church to preserve the Holy Scriptures down through the years. The apostate Church, the Catholic Church had charge of the scriptures and what a miracle. They never altered the scriptures. They never heeded to them in their doctrine, but they never altered the word of God. That is a miracle from God. God uses these same agencies to bring the gospel down to us. What was God’s wisdom in this? 1Co 11:18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. We know that there are divisions among us today. We know that everyone that is born again is in the body of Christ, but there are divisions. Why are all these divisions? It is not God’s perfect will. God would that the body be one. V19 Paul says why there are divisions. 

1Co 11:19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you. *** So, what God does is use heresies or divisions to manifest the truth among the body of Christ. Paul said in 2Ti 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. God is also working in our lives to bring us to our destination as well. God is free to use whatever means to get him there. So, he uses a slave ship. Ac 27:6 And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein. This was a grain freighter, taking grain grown in Egypt to Italy. The typical grain freighter of that period was 140 feet long and 36 feet wide. It had one mast with a big square sail, and instead of what we think of as a rudder, it steered with two paddles on the back part of the ship. They were sturdy, but because of its design, it couldn’t sail into the wind. **** Julius begins to show his character here. The Holy Spirit would never put the gospel on a ship of Alexandria why? Alexandria means helper of men or man defender. 
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The ship is going to Italy, but does it matter how you get there? Oh yes. We see that this ship is more concerned with humanity. They think we must help man out rather than the Gospel. It begins to be a social type of thing. Instead of the Gospel being the priority, it is now humanity’s needs. They become man defender saying there is a little good in all men. They defend humanity. The Gospel says there is none good no not one. So, Julius represents the wise men of humanity of the world (Egypt). Re 2:19 I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first. This pictures the Church of Thyatira who are now trusting in the fleshly strength of Egypt. Thyatira was famous for their works. They were works to better humanity, to help man out and not to spread the Gospel. Ac 27:7 And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone; **** They sailed slowly which tells us that there is no growth. They are not making any head way to their destination which is the throne room. They are sailing slowly why? Because they are on a ship of Alexandria. Cnidus means dedicated to Venus. It also means nettled. Nettled means to irritate or to annoy or vex. Dedicated to Venus speaks of idolatry. 

Again, to the Church of Thyatira; Re 2:20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols. *** So, we begin to see idolatry entering in and influencing this ship as it touched this point. It would begin to irritate or to annoy or vex those who followed Paul in the Gospel. Then the wind would not let them into this port. They just came by it. So, they sailed under Crete, over against Salmone. Crete means fleshly. They sheltered under Crete or the affliction of the flesh. Salmone means from the surging and it speaks of the persecution and opposition that was in the Church in the first few centuries. Ac 27:8 And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city of Lasea. 9 Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished them, 10 And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives. 

The Fast date in question here was probably October 5, which was the date of the Day of Atonement in A.D. 59. The idea is that as winter approached, the weather became more dangerous for sailing. The dangerous season for sailing began about September 14 and lasted until around November 11. After that date all navigation on the open sea came to an end until winter was over. **** They come into some troubling times. Paul admonished them speaking of the Gospel. The Gospel always admonishes us or gives warning. Paul admonished them that there was going to be much hurt and damage with this voyage. Fair havens means goodly parts and it speaks of God’s grace. Lasea means shaggy or rocky and it also speaks of God’s grace. It is not a place that appeals to the comforts of the flesh. The damage, not only of the lading and ship, means the lading was the Gospel. The ship speaks of Christendom and  also the lives that sail on it. Ac 27:11 Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken by Paul.*** Those that are in charge of the Church, do not listen to the Gospel. They listened to the owners of the ship, the centurion or Julius. Julius speaks of that wise influence. Paul’s Gospel will always admonish us to abide in God’s grace. 
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It even gives warnings of the dangers that lie ahead. Paul’s Gospel should have been given the helm to power up this ship for the last 2,000 years.The Church did not stay in the fair haven of grace according to Paul’s instruction. Ac 27:12 And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, (it was shaggy and rocky, the grace of God is hard on the flesh.) the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, and there to winter; which is an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west. *** They wanted to get to
Phenice which means palm land. It speaks of religious utopia or a glorified state on earth. It is just a little way to go. It was a short journey to Phenice. The Church as a whole thinks the same way, it is just a little way to go to winter into that religious utopia. God’s grace doesn’t attract many that want an easy place to stay. Grace gives no comfort to the flesh. Ac 27:13 And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their purpose, loosing thence, they sailed close by Crete.*** They set sail and it seems so right. They have the warm south wind blowing softly. This palm land is where they wanted to stay and winter in. There is no persecution here. Ac 27:14 But not long after, there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.  

****Euroclydon means an easterly tempest or a Nor’easter. It figures the evil spirits that are now driving this ship. We also see this in Mt 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. Man is now losing control ***Watch out when following man’s wisdom when the contrary winds come. Ac 27:15 And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive. 16 And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat: Jesus said this concerning the deceiving south wind in Lu 6:24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation. 25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. 26 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets. Euroclydon figures the evil spirits that are now driving this ship. Man is now losing control ***Watch out when following man’s wisdom when the contrary winds come. 

Ac 27:17 Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven.*** Here it is getting worse. The words “they had taken up,” and “they used helps,” “undergirding the ship.”  They mean long ago, they would take ropes and tie them right under the ship trying to hold that ship together. It speaks of self-effort. It is man trying to keep this ship, the Church afloat. Then they are afraid they are going to fall into the quick sand. This quick sand is called syrtis major off the coast of Africa. It is real shallow sand and they didn’t want to run aground so they took down the sails. This tells us that man is no longer in control of this ship. So, they take down the sails trying to do it on their own effort to try and stop the evil spirits from taking the ship. This is from not heeding Paul’s Gospel. Ac 27:18 And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened the ship; 19 And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship.*** How do they lighten the ship , by casting off truths and the Gospel. They threw parts of the truth overboard to lighten the ship. And if you throw over the tackling of a ship it shows they had no hope of where that ship was going to go. All control was lost. 
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This tackling is a picture of the truths that would give them direction and they threw it overboard. Ac 27:20 And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away. ** Darkness no hope. When they threw over the tackling then darkness comes in. The more they reject the truth or the light then darkness sets in and no more light is given. This dark period in Church history probably figured by this stormy tempest was when Christianity became the state religion and the dark ages entered. This was when the Catholic Church became a central institution, exercising significant political and cultural influence. Ac 27:24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. *** This shows that Paul is the real pilot of this ship and he must be brought before Caesar. Ac 27:21 But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss. *** Paul begins to speak, the Gospel has been silent all through the dark ages. Ac 27:22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. 

23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,  24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. We are sailing with the Apostle Paul and we are followers of Paul because we heed his Gospel. **** Paul says, I exhort you to be of good cheer. That is what God’s grace always does when we begin to heed Paul’s Gospel and the grace of God. We can be of good cheer. The ship is going to sink. This ecclesiastical system is going to sink. It is going to go down but all on board will be saved. In the 14th century men began to believe, the just shall live by faith and they began to heed the Gospel. Ac 27:24 Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. All who sail with Paul will be brought to our destination. Paul’s Gospel will bring us through. It is the Gospel of God’s grace. Ac 27:25 Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 26 Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island. 

27 But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country; (dark ages)  28 And sounded, and found it twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found it fifteen fathoms. 29 Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day. Four anchors tells us of the four-point of a compass, north, south, east and west or the four corners of the earth. Four is number of human weakness. They were wishing for the light of day. They cast out their anchors and waited for the light to shine. The Gospel does shine. Ac 27:30 And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under color as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship,  31 Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. 32 Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off. These shipmen figure the leaders of the ecclesiastical ship and they didn’t want to show they were abandoning the ship so they were under pretext or color to let down this little boat to cast out more anchors. They were really abandoning the ship. When times get rough, the leaders are the ones that jump off first.  
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Paul tells them here, except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved. Ac 27:32 Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off.*** It is only by trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ and in God’s grace. The life boat was just another means of escape and sometimes in our experience we have some other means as a security blanket. Sometimes God will take that away from us, because He wants to only trust in Him for all things and especially for our salvation. Ac 27:33 And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing. 34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you. 35 And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken it, he began to eat. 36 Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took some meat. 37 And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls. We see here that Paul’s Gospel begins to be received. There are souls that are nourished. Prior to this verse, we don’t see any truth being given out all through the dark ages the truth as it were was shut up. 

Here the grace message goes forth and nourishes us. There were 276 souls on this ship. 200 means prove something; and 70 means rulership; 6 means influence over worldly man or Satan. The Gospel of grace feeds and proves, and has rulership over man if we allow it. Ac 27:38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea. 39 And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship. *** Here it is day time. This is a picture of the saints that are fed are able to cast out food for others. The word of God begins to be spread out among the sea. In the Reformation (1517- 1685) the Bible, the word of God, it was published and spread out into the sea. If you remember in Catholicism the Bible was not out in the open and it was not broad cast as it were, but now it is cast out into the sea. Ac 27:40 And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed themselves unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.*** 

They cut off all their earthly ties and loosed the anchor. They cut away the anchors and trusted in God’s grace. The ecclesiastical ship is headed for shore. Ac 27:41 And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves. These two seas that run together tell us of Catholicism and Protestantism. The forepart or front part was stuck fast which represents Catholicism and the hinder part is Protestantism. We see that today Catholicism is stuck fast. The hinder part was broken up and we can see that in Protestantism today because it was formed by protest. It was broken up and today there is not much protest. It was broken up by the waves. Protestantism has been broken up into many sects. They don’t even have much in common any more. They have different beliefs or schisms. Ac 27:42 And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape. *** In the early Church the counsel was to kill those that escape. There was great persecution in the Spanish Inquest and those that were burned at the stake. Spanish Inquisition; These true Christians were murdered because they loved the Scriptures, or had portions of a true Bible, and/or an entire Bible. The believers were hunted down and murdered by the blood thirsty men of the Inquisition.  
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Ac 27:43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land: 44 And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land. The centurion was willing to save Paul, or save the Gospel and if you remember they wanted to kill the prisoners. And Paul was a prisoner which would have done away with the Gospel, but God did not allow this. *** They commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get to land: This represents us. Those that can swim get to land first. 

We are swimming with Paul taking in and going with the Gospel and running the race. Notice, And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land. *** It tells us of the fragments of the truth. We don’t have to know a lot of the truth to be saved just believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. The thief on the cross, had simple faith. The broken pieces of the ship speak to us of the different denominations that still have a piece of that ship in their doctrines. These broken pieces represent more of the truth. Although they also have a lot of Catholicism in their doctrine as well. They don’t have a lot of strength but they can cling to the broken pieces of truth and get to shore or safety. We see here that God again delivers Paul for the purpose unto which he had sent him. It was by the centurion or Roman Authorities. 

Key Lessons from Acts 27: Comments of Tonight’s Bible Study
1. God's Sovereignty in All Things
· Even though God knew the Church would face struggles, He allowed it to fulfill His greater purpose.
· Despite hardships, God’s plan always prevails.
2. Suffering is a Tool for Spiritual Growth
· Just as Paul endured storms and imprisonment, believers must endure trials for God’s greater purpose.
· Romans 8:28 reminds us that all things work together for good for those who love God.
3. Trusting in God, Not Human Wisdom
· The sailors relied on their own understanding but ultimately lost control of the ship.
· When we rely on human wisdom instead of God’s Word, we end up in spiritual danger.
4. The Importance of Following the True Gospel
· Paul’s warnings were ignored, just as the Gospel is often ignored today.
· Those who stayed with Paul were saved, illustrating the need to stay faithful to God’s truth.
5. God Uses Even a Broken Church to Accomplish His Will
· Despite divisions and apostasies in Church history, God still used the institutional Church to preserve His Word.
· Even today, remnants of truth remain in different denominations.
6. Faith is Our Anchor in Life’s Storms
· Just as Paul had faith that God would bring them through the storm, we must trust in God during difficult times.
· Those who anchored themselves in faith reached safety.
7. The Gospel Will Prevail Despite Opposition
· The ship (the Church) was battered, but the Gospel remained intact and reached its destination.
· Truth cannot be destroyed, and those who hold onto it will endure.

