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Ac 24:1 And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and with a certain orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul. 2 And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence, 3 We accept it always, and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness. Ananias the high priest came down from Jerusalem and he brought down an orator or an eloquent speaker named Tertullus. Tertullus means triple hardened. He was a skilled lawyer. It tells us of the condition of Israel who rejected the Lamb of God by hardening their heart. They hardened their hearts by rejecting Christ as the Lamb of God and they rejected Christ as King. Then the third one here is Paul’s witness. So again, triple hardening showing the condition of Israel as a nation. They rejected the Gospel of God’s grace. Tertullus gave all the glory unto a man. He flattered Felix. 

Tertullus began to accuse Paul. Note: These were lies presented as flattery. Felix did not bring peace or prosperity to those he governed. History records that Felix had several revolts with such brutality that he earned for himself the horror, not the thanks, of the Jewish population. Felix ordered a massacre of thousands of Jews in Caesarea, with many more Jewish homes looted by the Roman soldiers. Felix was once a slave, but gained his freedom and rose to power through his brother Pallas’ connections with the imperial court. Felix’s rule in Judea was marked by brutality and corruption. He is said to have orchestrated the assassination of the Jewish high priest at one time. Felix is also known for his marriage to Drusilla, a Jewish princess who was already married to another man, which he facilitated through his power as governor. Tertullus’ flattery is an often-neglected sin, one that the Bible speaks about more often than one might think. Ro 16:18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.

Then another scripture is in Jude 1:16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage. Felix must have wondered what were these Jewish leaders are after that they should come all the way from Caesarea to flatter me? The presence of all three (Ananias, the elders, and a skilled lawyer) at the court of Felix reminds us of how serious the Jewish leadership was about obtaining a conviction against Paul. Tertullus continues in Ac 24:4 Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy clemency (kindness) a few words. 5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: 6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our law. The charges brought against Paul were #1. He is called a pestilent fellow and the word pestilent means a plague or a disease. They refer to Paul as a disease. #2. He charged Paul of being a mover of sedition among the Jews. Sedition means insurrection, or rebellious. He was trying to accuse Paul of bringing a rebellion against Rome. Then #3. He called him a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 
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They tried to say the Christians were a sect. Then the 4th charge is in Ac 24:6 Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our law. He accused Paul of profaning the temple and the judging according to our law was referring to stoning. Ancient Judea was filled with would-be messiahs and revolutionaries against Rome. Tertullus wanted to put Paul in the same group with these kinds of terrorists. Ac 24:7 But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our hands, 8 Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him. 9 And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were so. The other Jewish accusers present (the high priest and the elders) agreed with the charges, but they also offered no supporting evidence. Here is Paul’s answer. Ac 24:10 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself: **** It is interesting to note that Paul respects the authority of Felix. 

Ac 24:11 Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. Ac 24:12 And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city: **** Paul answers the charge of being a pestilent man nor was he leading an insurrection. An insurrection is raising up the people to rebel. He answers the charge that they said he was profaning the temple. ** They could not prove these things against Paul. Ac 24:13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me. 14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: 15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. 16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men. *** Paul said that he believed in the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and Israel and that he also believed all things written in the law and in the prophets. 

He also said the he believed in the same hope that the Jews themselves had toward God and that was that there shall be a resurrection of the dead both of the just and the unjust. It was because of the resurrection that Paul spoke of.  Paul always had a clear conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men knowing that there is going to be a resurrection of the just and the unjust. Ac 24:17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings.**** It was the offerings that Paul brought to the saints at Jerusalem. 18  Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult. 19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me. 20 Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the council, 21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question by you this day. ***** Paul met all the obligations and requirements of the law to be in the temple. The resurrection of Jesus was the cornerstone of Paul's gospel, and this central belief was not accepted.
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He wasn’t with a multitude or causing trouble. V19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me. Where are the accusers, they should be here. Notice for a moment how Paul declared from the fulness of his heart what he knew of Jesus Christ. The very primary preaching of the apostle Paul was the resurrection of the dead. Paul said, to the council of the Pharisees and Sadducees, concerning the resurrection of the dead; he said I am called in question. He declared, if Christ be not risen from the dead, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is vain, and ye are yet in your sins. The resurrection of Jesus and the resurrection of the righteous is a doctrine which we believe whole heartedly. Who is the resurrection? Joh 11:25 Jesus said unto her, (Martha) I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: Ac 24:22 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter. ***** Felix was not a Christian but he wasn’t stupid either, he knew what Paul was preaching about. 

Ac 24:23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him. **Felix put Paul under house arrest and gives him liberty to minister and be ministered to. Though he knew Paul was Innocent, he didn’t release him because he did not want to offend the Jews. God’s will for Paul was to witness to King Agrippa. Ac 24:24 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. Paul’s theme was faith in Christ in the Gospel. Drusilla was the daughter of Agrippa (I)  and this is Felix’s third wife. Felix had her leave her husband and marry him. They are not godly people at all, but God still uses them for his will whether they be yielded or not. Her name means fruitful or dewy-eyed. Ac 24:25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.*** Here we see how the Holy Spirit convicted Felix of the Gospel. Felix believed in Christ’s righteousness and the judgment to come and he trembled. 

So, his answer was when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. In other words, Felix was saying when it will not cost me too much because he was a political man. Ac 24:26 He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him. He was hoping for money. (A bribe). Paul was bound at this time for two years. Ac 24:27 But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix’s room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. ***Festus means festival. Now Festus comes into power. Though Paul was bound, yet the Word of God was not bound. Paul said in 2Ti 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. God’s Word was being fulfilled even with the imprisonment of Paul? Paul was bearing the name of Jesus before kings. Jesus said in Acts to Ananias Ac 9:15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: God begins His deliverance of Paul by the Roman authority. Ro 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. He was speaking of civil authorities and God uses them. They are God’s servants even though they don’t know it. They are not godly people at all, but God still uses them for his will whether they be yielded or not.
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Felix said, go away for now; when I have a convenient time, I will call for you: Felix also was unwilling to declare his decision against Jesus. Instead, he rejected Jesus under the pretense of delaying his decision. Many respond to the gospel in this way; they express their rejection through delay, by delaying their decision to commit to Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us to come to Jesus in repentance and faith today: Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). Ac 25:1 Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea to Jerusalem. 2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and besought him, 3 And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill him. *** Festus reigned in 60 AD and he died in 62 AD, so he doesn’t reign very long. The Jews tried to get Festus to release Paul and their idea was to lay and wait to kill him. Murder is in the heart of those that reject Christ. We first saw that in Cain when he slew Able. 

Ac 25:4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly thither. 5 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness in him. 6 And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought.*** Festus gets right to the point. Ac 25:7 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove. 8 While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, have I offended anything at all.*** Paul witnessed to them. Ac 25:9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? *** The flesh is always willing to do the flesh a pleasure. The Holy Spirit knew that the Jews were plotting to kill Paul. That was their whole purpose to get Paul out of Festus’ control. But God was directing this whole scene. 

Ac 25:10 Then said Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. 11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar. 12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go. Paul exercised his right as a Roman citizen. It was also his liberty, because he was falsely accused. Festus thought what Paul had told the Jews about Christ was a superstition and not worthy of death. He doubted their questions and so he granted Paul to go to Jerusalem and be judged there. Ac 25:19 But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. 20 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters.

But Paul here refuses to die, but appeals unto Caesar, but we must remember Jesus came to give Himself to die on the cross. But Paul’s course is not yet finished. So, to die here for Paul would be a defeat. We read later when Paul was ready to go home with Jesus. 2Ti 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
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*** Here Paul knew that he was to die in victory because he had finished his course. Paul was to suffer for Christ but not yet to die before his accusers. In 1Ti 1:16 Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. So, Paul here exercises his right because it was not yet Paul’s time to die. Paul’s great sufferings is an example of how great God’s grace is, and how great the victory in His spirit.****This is for us that we believe on Christ. Paul paved the road for us in his sufferings. We are to accept the afflictions that come for the gospel’s sake. These afflictions for Paul in Acts 25 were for the Gospel’s sake. 2Ti 1:8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Festus thought the Jews would really have some bad things against Paul, but they were just questions of their own religion. Festus knew they were not worthy of death. Festus had no faith of his own as he said, it was their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive.

Ac 25:13 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 14 And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king, saying, There is a certain man left in bonds by Felix: 15 About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him. 16 To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have license to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him. 17 Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth. 18 Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought none accusation of such things as I supposed: 19 But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be alive. We see here that Paul witnessed before kings. Agrippa was more curious than anything. There was no further need for Paul to come before him because he had appealed unto Caesar. And according to Roman Law there was no need for further examination. 

Ac 25:20 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. 21 But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar. 22 Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. Tomorrow, said he, thou shalt hear him. Ac 25:23 And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus' commandment Paul was brought forth.*** Not only does Agrippa come but Bernice with all of her pomp. Agrippa and Bernice were the scandal of Judea. They were blood brother and sister who had not married but were living together as man and wife. Agrippa was only seventeen when his father died the horrible death of being eaten by worms after putting James to death in Acts 12:1-23. Agrippa was a Jew who was reared in Rome and was strongly attached to the Romans. Bernice was the sister to Drusilla, wife of Felix.

This was an opportunity for Paul to testify of the gospel before kings, and rulers of authority. So now the gospel goes forth. Festus was trying to find something that he could charge Paul with. 
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He was hoping through further examination, he would find something against Paul or something more to accuse Paul with. The Lord told Paul, Ac 23:11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. Ac 25:24 And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye see this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and also here, crying that he ought not to live any longer. 25 But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him. 26 Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after examination had, I might have somewhat to write. 27 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid against him. God desires His people to prepare for crisis. 

What we have seen tonight reminds of 1Co 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. We are in the last days and we must be prepared. We must bring our lives into conformity to the divine standard of the word of God. This will enable us to stand firm at that time of testing and trial. When secular rulers unite with religious leaders to dictate matters of conscience, we will really see who fears and serves God. When the darkness is deepest, the light of a godlike character will shine the brightest. When every other trust fails, then it will be seen who has an abiding trust in God. 
And while the enemies of truth are on every side, watching the believers for evil, God will watch over us for good. He will be to us as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. In these last days, we will need courage, firmness, and a knowledge of God and His word. Our motives will be questioned by a world that has rejected the cross, and our efforts misinterpreted, and our names cast out as evil. Satan will work with all his deceptive power to influence the heart and cloud the understanding, to make evil appear good, and good evil. 

The stronger and purer the faith of God’s people, and the firmer their determination to obey Him, the more fiercely Satan will strive to stir up against us. It will require faith in God and we must know, reckon and yield to the Holy Spirit by the word of God. We follow Paul as he followed Christ. Would we be ready to go this way of the Apostle Paul if called to? Earnestly the Apostle Paul made answer, “I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am,” adding, as he raised his fettered hands, “except these bonds. Festus, Agrippa, and Bernice in justice should have worn the fetters that bound the Apostle Paul. All these were guilty of grievous crimes. These offenders had that day heard the offer of salvation through the name of Christ, but they rejected the cross. Joh 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. There might have been one, at least, who was almost persuaded to accept the grace and pardon offered but refused. Agrippa put aside the offered mercy, refusing to accept the cross of a crucified Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

The king’s curiosity was satisfied, and, rising from his seat, he signified that the interview was at an end. As the assembly dispersed, they talked among themselves, saying, this man doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds. Though Agrippa was a Jew, he did not share the narrow-minded zeal and blind prejudice of the Pharisees. 
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This man, he said to Festus, might have been set at liberty, if he had not appealed unto Caesar. But the case had been referred to that higher tribunal, and it was now beyond the jurisdiction of either Festus or Agrippa.  Paul the aged prisoner, chained to his soldier guard, had in his appearance nothing that would lead the world to pay him any respect. Yet in this man Paul, apparently without friends or wealth or position, and held as a prisoner for his faith in the Son of God. I believe all heaven was interested. I believe angels were his attendants. The glory of Christ shined upon Paul, for it paled, the pomp and pride of royalty of the king. It would not have been surprising if they would have been stricken to the earth, as were the Roman guards at the sepulcher of Christ. For what they do, they do unto Christ. Jesus said, Mt 18:6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Ro 8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? God is for us! He will not let anything happen to us. 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

But look at the few verse before that in Romans 8 29-30. God is for us, because, according to the words of the apostle Paul, he has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of his own dear Son. He is the potter who molds the clay according to His own will while it revolves upon the wheel. My soul is written upon the palms of Jesus’ hands, and graven on His heart; so, no weapon which is formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue which riseth against thee in judgment, thou shalt condemn? Then, He is for us, for He has called us! When Abraham left the land of his forefathers, and went forth, not knowing whither he went, he was quite safe, though in the midst of merciless enemies, because God had called him. Who raised up the righteous man from the east, and called him, and gave the nations before him, and made him ruler over kings? Who but the God that called him? Fear not, Abraham, I am thy shield, and thine exceeding great reward. This became his comfort. God had called him. When God calls, He will not desert His chosen. You all have been chosen in His Son Jesus Christ, because you are born again. Then, He has justified us; He is for us! We are wrapped up with the righteousness of Christ, and, wearing that glorious robe. The eye of God sees no fault in us. God sees no sin in us. Christ is seen, and not a sinner; Ps 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. Christ is perfect and the believer is seen as perfect in Him.

Then because He has glorified us. Now, in one sense, God’s people are glorified even now, for he hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. It does not say, He hath promised that we shall sit there, but he hath made us sit there. We do sit there at this hour, for Christ is the representative of every believer for whom He shed His blood; and when Christ took His seat in heaven, every elect child of God took his seat in heaven. Remember, beloved, that the glorification of God’s people is a certain fact; it is not a thing which may be, but it is a thing which must be.


