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Ac 22:1 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you. 2 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) At the end of the previous chapter, Paul’s audience for this sermon had just tried to kill him, thinking that he had profaned the temple by sneaking a Gentile in past the Court of the Gentiles. 3 I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. 4 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women. Paul spoke as a Jew unto Jews. He was careful to lay the common ground between them. With this, Paul began telling the story of his life before Jesus Christ and then his conversion. Luke told the story of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9. After that, Paul told the story in some way at least four more times in the New Testament, each with its own intention. Acts 22 Telling the story to persuade the Jews. 

Acts 26 Telling the story to persuade the Gentiles. Philippians 3 Telling the story for theological understanding. 1Timothy 1Telling the story to give encouragement. Born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel: Paul noted that though he was born outside of the Promised Land, he was brought up in Jerusalem, and at the feet of Gamaliel, one of the most prestigious rabbis of that day. In Ac 5:34 Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; As Paul stated in another place, he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee in Philippians 3:5. To the smallest detail, Paul kept the law as understood by the spiritual elite of his day.  He was zealous toward God. It’s as if Paul searched for the nicest thing he could say about a mob that had just tried to murder him. He said, I can say that you are zealous toward God. He gained their attention by speaking in their Hebrew language. 

Ac 22:2 And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith. He presented 4 facts to them. Act 22: 3; #1 fact; I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, #2 Fact; yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, #3 fact; and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, #4 fact; and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. Ac 22:4 And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women. 5 As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.*** Paul had persecuted this way unto death which speaks of zeal without knowledge. The high priest saw Paul’s life before his conversion. He states that the high priest bore witness to the fact that Paul had persecuted this way unto death. These are the same high priest and elders of Israel that bear witness of Paul and his life before his conversion. This is the same council that had Jesus before them and Peter and they were not strangers to what Paul taught. 

Paul had received letters under their authority to bring those to Jerusalem to be punished. Paul was so energetic as a persecutor that he, in some cases, was responsible for the death of some followers of Jesus. Paul communicated to the crowd, you tried to kill me, but I succeeded in killing many. This had to be surprising news to many in the crowd. 
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Paul did this persecution with the official approval of the religious leaders. Paul was telling this crowd that he understood why they have attacked him. He was once an attacker also. He understood where they were coming from. Paul had been a Christian for more than twenty years now, but could still relate to those who were not Christians. Ac 22:6 And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me. 7 And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 8 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. 9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me. In chapter 9 we see Luke’s version and in Acts 22 we see Paul’s version and he gives more detail because it is his testimony of his conversion. There are some things that Paul emphasizes more. Paul also gives a testimony in Acts 26:12-19 before King Agrippa. Here in chapter 22, he tells how the Lord appeared to him in Damascus. 

8 And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest. 9 And they that were with me saw indeed the light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me. Paul was saying, I was just like you all, until I had an encounter with Jesus. Jesus met me and my life was dramatically changed. 10 And I said, What shall I do, LORD? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do. 11 And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into Damascus. ****The brightness of that light made Paul blind. In persecuting Jesus, he was spiritually blind, and then he was also physically blind. He had to be humbly led by the hand into the city of Damascus. In verses 14-16 we a little more than what was in Luke’s account in Acts 9. 14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. 

Paul wanted them to know that he still served the God of his fathers. He had not rejected Judaism. Instead, many in Judaism had rejected God as revealed in Jesus Christ. The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth. This is a wonderful word of every one before God: To know His will, to see the Just One (Jesus), and to hear the voice of His mouth (His word). 15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. *****Paul omits here that He is filled with the Holy Spirit. In Acts 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. Paul did not emphasize this at this time. V 15 and 16 were not told in Luke’s account in Chapter 9. 12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt there, 13 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the same hour I looked up upon him. 
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He calls him brother because Paul was converted to Christ there on the road to Damascus. Ac 22:14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, (Christ) and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. *** Jesus Christ gave Paul that revelation of the word of God. Ac 22:15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. Paul was to be a witness unto all men and we should be as well. Ac 22:16 And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.*** This doesn’t mean that baptism is required in order to be saved because we see that earlier Ananias called him brother Saul, but Paul is talking about the separation that 
comes once we are saved. When we submit to this ordinance of baptism there is a separation that comes. Baptism in water is bold statement of repentance and it meant to a Jew an eternal cutting off from the ceremonies of the Old Covenant. It meant that when they submitted to baptism, all the types and shadows were fulfilled and now they are the new creation in Christ. It was an acknowledgement that all was fulfilled in the despised Nazarene whom they had crucified. They had crucified their Messiah.  

*** Then notice washing away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. This is really what water baptism is symbolic of, the washing away thy sins. Note Paul’s sight was restored before baptism. 1Cor 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. Paul wasn’t sent to baptize. Some say that water baptism is essential for salvation, but that is not true. What that does is push the truth of water baptism beyond its proper limit. If they say water baptism is essential, it exalts water baptism as the savior and it is not. Water baptism is symbolic of our identification with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. Paul relates another vision here in these verses of the trance he was in. Act 22:17 And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance; 18 And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. 19 And I said, Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee: 

20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that slew him. 21 And he said unto me, Depart: for I will send thee far hence unto the Gentiles. Paul told them about something that happened about 20 years before, when he had been a follower of Jesus for 2 or 3 years. Even though he had been a Christian for a few years, yet he still came to Jerusalem to pray in the temple. He wanted the crowd to know that even though he trusted in Jesus, he was not against all Jewish ceremonies and rituals. He was in a trance and saw Jesus saying to me: Paul had an impressive vision of Jesus while in the temple; yet he never referred to this vision in his letters, and seems to only mention it now out of necessity. Paul’s Christian life was founded on God’s truth, not spiritual experiences, and he didn’t even like to talk a lot about his spiritual experiences. He was told to make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me (Jesus): This word from Jesus probably was a surprise to Paul. With good reason, he probably thought of himself as the perfect one to bring the Gospel to his fellow Jews. 
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Nevertheless, Jesus gave him this warning, even telling him to make haste. Ac 22:22  And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.*** They(Israel) gave Paul audience until he said Gentiles and then they wanted nothing to do with him. Here we see the hardness of their heart and hatred towards Jesus Christ. **** The message of Jesus  that both Paul and the New Testament preached is this: You may come to God just as you are Jew, Gentile, foreigner, high, low, rich, or poor, but you must come to Him through Jesus Christ. They were ready to stone and kill Paul. Then the Centurion takes charge and this is the same the chief captain. This is the Lord’s deliverance for Paul through the civil authorities and the Roman Government. They questioned Paul by beating him. From now until the end of the Book of Acts, Paul will be in Roman custody. As far as this book is concerned, this was the end of his time as a free man, though not the end of his witness or his usefulness to God and God’s people.***Paul knew the law and he brought out that his nationality was Jewish, but his citizenship was Roman. 

They could not scourge a Roman that was uncondemned.  Ac 22:23 And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into the air, 24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him. 25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman.27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 28 And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born. *** Again Paul was claiming his citizenship. Ac 22:29 Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.*** Even bounding Paul was against Roman law because he was uncondemned. Ac 22:30  On the morrow, because he would have known the certainty wherefore he was accused of the Jews, he loosed him from his bands, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him before them.

Ac 23:1 And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day. 2 And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. ***The opportunity to preach to the mob on the temple mount ended in another riot, but he was able to speak before the Sanhedrin council the next day.
The Sanhedrin was the Jewish congress or parliament. Paul was given the opportunity to speak before the group that he was once a member of.  Acts 26:10 clearly says that Paul had a vote in the Sanhedrin. Paul welcomed this opportunity of a lifetime, to preach to those he loved so much and knew so well. God had revealed a plan to Paul right at his conversion. Paul was a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name the Lord said, before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake Acts 9:15-16. Paul knew the general plan; but just like us, he didn’t know how it would all work out. He had to trust God, just like every believer. 
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What does Acts 22 mean for us?
Acts 22 is significant for Christians today because it provides a powerful example of sharing our personal conversion story, demonstrating how a radical transformation through faith in Jesus Christ can change a person’s life like it did the Apostle Paul’s life. Even if we were previously actively opposed to Christianity, as seen through the Apostle Paul’s experience of persecution followed by his dedication to spreading the Gospel This chapter tells us of the importance of boldly proclaiming our faith despite potential opposition and challenges. We can learn from Paul’s courage in sharing his personal testimony, and his own journey of faith and the impact of Jesus on his life. 

This chapter shows how Paul facing hostility from others, he remained steadfast in his belief and continued to preach the Gospel, illustrating the importance of perseverance in the face of challenges. Paul shows us that God not only forgives us of our sin, but He also remembers them no more! If God is willing to move on and put our sins behind us, we should be willing to do the same. Paul notes that his conversion was wholly the act of God. And our conversion is no different; it was an act of God. We can never forget that. Condemned sinners are struck blind by the power of darkness, and it is a lasting blindness if people choose to remain in that condition. 

But we believers never, no never, will experience that condition ever again. We have been redeemed and bought with the price by the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ.
I think the key verse of this chapter is: Ac 22:14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. There are three things said in this verse. God has chosen us! To Know His will! And to hear His voice through the word of God! 

I believe Paul’s prayer for us would be something like this: Father, I want my life to bless others, and lead them to Jesus as Lord, and awaken them to your call in their lives. Please open my eyes to see those who are searching for Jesus, open my heart to love them, and open my mouth to share the right things to bless them. In Jesus’ name, I ask for this grace. Amen.
