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Paul has left Ephesus and he is on his way to Jerusalem. Ac 21:1 And it came to pass, that after we were gotten from them, and had launched, we came with a straight course unto Coos, and the day following unto Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara: 2 And finding a ship sailing over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set forth. 3 Now when we had discovered Cyprus, we left it on the left hand, and sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship was to unlade her burden.*** They landed in Syria at Tyre. Paul represents the Gospel. This tells of where the Gospel stopped. It didn’t stop at these other places, but it stopped at Tyre. They stopped here for 7 days. Tyre means to distress. It tells us if we are in distress, Paul’s Gospel will minister to us in that place. It is a place where the Gospel finds fruit. Ac 21:4 And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem. *** This is a second witness that Paul was to be bound at Jerusalem. Paul was on his racecourse, and he said none of these things move me in our previous study in Acts 20:24. He knew God’s will. 

5 And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore and prayed. 6 And when we had taken our leave one of another, we took ship; and they returned home again. Ac 21:7 And when we had finished our course from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted the brethren, and abode with them one day. 8 And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him. Ac 21:9 And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy. It’s interesting that with these four daughters who had the gift of prophecy, none of them seemed to tell Paul anything about what he would encounter in Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit could have used them, but He chose to use someone else. Ac 21:10 And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. His name means grasshopper. He gives the following prophesy; 

Ac 21:11 And when he was come unto us, he took Paul’s girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.12 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. Notice this is the third witness that God gave to Paul concerning what would happen to him at Jerusalem.
Paul's girdle may have been a belt or sash that held together his robe. The girdle was a symbol of strength and power ( Job 12:18 Job 12:21; 30:11; Isaiah 22:21; 45:5 ). Righteousness and faithfulness are the girdle of Jesus Christ ( Isaiah 11:5 ). Girdles were used as purses or pockets. Matthew 10:9; also Mark 6:8. Ac 21:12 And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 14 And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, the will of the Lord be done.

Some times we don’t understand what the Holy Spirit is doing, but we must allow the Holy Spirit to work the same answer in us. The will of the Lord be done. Ac 21:15 And after those days we took up our carriages and went up to Jerusalem. 
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16 There went with us also certain of the disciples of Caesarea, and brought with them one Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge. 17 And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. **** Mnason means the number is safe. Cyprus means love and it also means a blossom. This tells us here of that faithful remnant that will take and lodge in the Gospel. The number is safe, and it is on the basis of God’s blossom of love. In Ac 20:16 For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. *** He wanted to be at Jerusalem for Pentecost and he wanted to give them the Gospel of God’s grace. 17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings. This is what Paul did, he took up an offering in Corinth for the saints at Jerusalem. This was another one of Paul’s purposes to go to Jerusalem. V. 17 tells us that they still had good fellowship with the saints of Jerusalem. They received them gladly. 

Although the brethren (Acts 15) had agreed with Paul that the Gentile believers should not be put under the yoke of the law, yet these believers themselves were still under the ceremonial law? 20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: *** There is almost a, “yes but” Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law. The saints at Jerusalem had a problem and they could not throw off the old rituals of the law. This is the same assembly that Paul wrote the book of Hebrews to. Ac 21:18 And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present. 19 And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law:

Ac 21:21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs. They were informed about Paul that he taught all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses: Here we go again. They accuse Paul. Theses were false rumors about Paul from the Christian community at Jerusalem. They were hearing that Paul had become anti-Jewish and told Jewish Christians that it was wrong for them to continue in Jewish laws and customs. 22 What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come. *** Paul never teaches to forsake Moses law, but he does teach that Christ was the living substance and thatJesus Christ fulfilled the whole law. What Moses did was only a shadow. That is Paul’s message today.  Heb 7:24 But this man,(Jesus) because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he (Jesus) is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. **** We have Christ as our high priest that we can come to.

Ac 21:23 Do therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them; 24 Them take, and purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. They advised Paul to join and sponsor these four Christians from a Jewish backgrounds. 
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Four men who have taken a vow: The particular vow of consecration was probably similar to Paul’s Nazirite vow mentioned in Acts 18:18-21. That all may know: The Jerusalem elders believed this would convince everyone that Paul did not preach against Jewish laws and customs. They wanted Paul to prove he was not against the law of Moses. Paul agreed to do this, to demonstrate that he never taught Christian Jews to forsake Moses. They were never required to ignore Jewish customs, as he had been falsely accused by some among the Jerusalem Christians.
But concerning the Gentiles who believe: The Jerusalem elders understood that this had nothing to do with Gentiles who believe in Jesus. It didn’t mean that they had to perform any Jewish rituals to be right with God. Paul refused to compromise the truth of the Gospel. And we should not compromise the truth either. 25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication.  

****A vow was given long before the law was given in Ge 28:20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on. A vow did not come by the Mosaic Law. A vow was regulated by the law according to Leviticus. A vow was entirely voluntary but once made, it was required or enforced. A vow is a promise or a petition to have God do a certain thing or to grant a request. The responsibility is solely on the one making the vow. Then they said 24 Take them, and purify thyself with them. **** Purification deals with un-cleanliness. It is symbolic of regeneration or the new birth where we were washed clean by the blood of the Lamb. Then they said, and be at charges with them; in other words, they wanted Paul to pay the temple tax. Then that they would shave their heads. Shaving of the head is symbolic of separation and subjection or weakness. **** Paul was willing to enter into this because he was a gracious saint and not under the law. 

13. How could Paul do this without putting himself under the law? (bondage)? He said in 1Co 9:19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. Paul was willing to enter into this that he might gain them to the Gospel. ****We are not under the law but we are not lawless either. Owe no anything; some try to say that this is talking about monetary debt. That isn’t what it is saying. But love is the fulfilling of the law.  Ac 21:25 As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication. Ac 21:26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them. 27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him. This does not mean that Paul comprised the truth. He never did that. But this mob was still against Paul.

Vs 27-30, now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, crying out, Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against the people, the law, and this place; and furthermore, he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place. 
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For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple. And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged him out of the temple; and immediately the doors were shut. The charges against Paul in V28 were like the charges Stephen was executed for Acts 6:13. Paul was over that execution; now he is accused in a similar way. The crowd was large because it was feast-time. They believed Paul not only preached against the people, the law, and the temple, but also violated the temple by bringing Gentiles into its inner courts. They said, he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place. It was Trophimus the Ephesian… whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple: It was absolutely prohibited for Gentiles to go beyond the designated Court of the Gentiles in the temple grounds. Signs were posted which read (in both Greek and Latin): No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds the temple and enclosure. Anyone who is caught trespassing will bear personal responsibility for his resulting death. The Romans were so sensitive to this that they authorized the Jews to execute anyone that offended this, even if the offender was a Roman citizen.

(V31-36) The Roman soldiers rescue Paul. Now as they were seeking to kill him, news came to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. He immediately took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. Then the commander came near and took him and commanded that Paul be bound with two chains; and he asked who he was and what he had done. And some among the multitude cried one thing and some another. So when the commander could not ascertain the truth because of the tumult, he commanded him to be taken into the barracks. When he reached the stairs, he had to be carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the mob. For the multitude of the people followed, crying out, away with him!

Paul had been apprehended by an angry mob, and the mob didn’t just want to take him out of the temple courts. They wanted to kill him, right there in the outer courtyard area of the temple mount. Paul had been near death because of the attacks of murderous mobs before in Acts 14:5, 19, and he must have thought, Here we go again! News came to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar: From the Tower of Antonia, at the northwest corner of the temple mount, more than 500 Roman soldiers were stationed only two flights of stairs from the Court of the Gentiles. When they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul: The Romans didn’t sympathize with Paul, but they were interested in keeping public order, so they arrested Paul both for his own protection and to stop the uproar of the mob. Two chains mean Paul was handcuffed to a solider on either side. Paul must have immediately remembered the prophecy of Agabus V11.When the mob cried out for his death, Paul must have remembered when he was part of such a mob, agreeing with the martyrdom of Stephen in Acts 7:54. 

Maybe it even reminded him of the trial of Jesus when they shouted Away with him! Away with him did not mean, take him away from the temple area. They meant, remove him from the earth. They wanted him dead. V 37-39 Paul speaks to the Roman commander. Then as Paul was about to be led into the barracks, he said to the commander, May I speak to you? He replied, Can you speak Greek? 
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Are you not the Egyptian who some time ago stirred up a rebellion and led the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness? Paul said, I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city; and I implore you, permit me to speak to the people. The Egyptian who they thought Paul was had led an army of four thousand men to the Mount of Olives where they declared they would take over the temple mount. Roman soldiers had quickly scattered them, but the leader got away. When Paul identified himself to the Roman commander, it put him in an entirely different standing. He was a citizen of Tarsus, not a suspected terrorist. I implore you, permit me to speak to the people. At this moment, when his life was in danger from an angry mob and he was suspected of being a dangerous criminal, Paul had one thing on his mind: Let me preach the gospel! It’s amazing that Paul could think and speak so clearly, considering that he had just been beaten. Consider the power of the Holy Spirit to enable Paul to speak and Paul’s great passion.
V40 Paul is permitted to address the mob that wanted to kill him. So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned with his hand to the people. 

And when there was a great silence, he spoke to them in the Hebrew language. Acts 22:1 Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you. 2 (And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,) 3 I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. This was the opportunity that Paul had waited a long time for. He had an incredible passion for the salvation of his fellow Jews (refer Romans 9:1-5).  
Note the similarities between Jesus and Paul as shown in Acts 20 and 21: Like Jesus, Paul traveled to Jerusalem with a group of disciples. Like Jesus, Paul had opposition from hostile Jews who plotted against his life. Like Jesus, Paul made or received three successive predictions of his coming sufferings in Jerusalem, including being handed over to the Gentiles. Like Jesus, Paul had followers who tried to discourage him from going to Jerusalem and the fate that awaited him there. Like Jesus, Paul declared his readiness to lay down his life. 

Like Jesus, Paul was determined to complete his ministry and not be deflected from it. Like Jesus, Paul expressed his abandonment to the will of God. Like Jesus, Paul came to Jerusalem to give something. Like Jesus, Paul was unjustly arrested on the basis of a false accusation. Like Jesus, Paul alone was arrested, but none of his companions. Like Jesus, Paul heard the mob crying out, away with him! Like Jesus, the Roman officer handling Paul’s case and did not know his true identity. Like Jesus, Paul was associated with terrorists by a Roman official. In a way unique to most of us, Paul really did know the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death Phil 3:10. Paul’s call and ministry make these similarities very striking.but Paul was not crucified for us; Jesus Christ was and he was the only one that went through that horrible time on the cross. But the Holy saw fit to write this about Paul: 1Cor 11:1 Be ye followers of me (Paul), even as I also am of Christ. We shouldn’t be surprised when events in our lives are like events in Paul’s and Jesus’ life. There may be a time of testing and a time when people come to us with needs that only God can meet; It may be a time when we seem at the mercy of a storm; or a time when we must cry out to God by ourselves only; or a time when we must simply lay down our lives and trust God to gloriously raise us up. Afterall, we, like Paul, are to be conformed to the image of His Son; Romans 8:29.
