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Ac 10:1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band, (battalion) 2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway. 3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. **** Cornelius means being full or satisfied with the things of God. God is interested in people that want to be soaked or filled with God. Remember who is here, Philip and no doubt Cornelius has heard Philip preaching the Gospel.

The date of the events of this chapter was about 41 A.D., or eight years after the Holy
Spirit fell on the 120 in the upper room in Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit in Cornelius’s house
was only an example of His world-wide out-pouring which will come after Israel receives the Lord Jesus Christ in the age to come. They will then proclaim Him all over the world. The phrase, a certain man, is interesting. The word certain occurs about 50 times in this book. God has certain times for the accomplishments of certain ordained purposes. Keep in mind, that there is nothing haphazard with His plans. He orders our footsteps. Cornelius was being prepared beforehand for that day and purpose. Therefore, he was not ignorant of the truth concerning Jesus. The brief history of his devotion in verse two is truly interesting. Hungry hearts find the Lord, and the loving Lord finds folks who will take the truth. Note the different means employed by the Lord to make His will known.  

God used an angel, a vision, the Word, a man, and the Spirit. Being filled with the Spirit is not a proof of knowing everything. Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, wrought great miracles, and was the chief of the 12 apostles; yet he did not know until that day that salvation was for the Gentiles, although he had declared it before. (See chapter 2:17, 39; 3:26) By the Spirit, men often say more than they know, but when we are teachable and pliable to the Holy Spirit, God can show us the truth. Ac 10:5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. 7 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 8 And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa.

For the first time Cornelius a Gentile is to be admitted into its fellowship. Cornelius was a Roman centurion stationed at Caesarea, the headquarters of the government of Palestine. The word which we have translated battalion is the Greek word for a cohort. In the Roman military there was first the legion. It was a force of six thousand men and therefore was roughly equal to a division. In every legion there were ten cohorts. A cohort therefore had six hundred men and comes near to being the equivalent of a battalion. The cohort was divided into centuries and over each century there was a centurion. The century is therefore roughly the equivalent of a company. The parallel to the centurion in our military organization is a company sergeant-major. These centurions were the backbone of the Roman army. History describes the qualifications of the centurion like this: Centurions are not to be overbold and reckless but they must be good leaders. 
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Steady and wise minded, not prone to take the offensive to start fighting needlessly, but able when overwhelmed and hard-pressed to stand fast and die at their posts. Cornelius therefore was a man who first and foremost knew what courage and loyalty were. Before Cornelius could be welcomed into the Church, Peter had to learn a lesson. Strict Jews believed that God had no use for the Gentiles. Sometimes they even went the length of saying that help must not be given to a Gentile woman in childbirth, because that would only be to bring another Gentile into the world. Peter had to unlearn that before Cornelius could get in.

Ac 10:9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour: 10 And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 11 And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat. 14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean. 15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. 16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. 

Peter was already on the way to unlearning some of the things he had been brought up with. He was staying with a man called Simon who was a tanner. A tanner worked with the dead bodies of animals and therefore he was permanently unclean ( according to Numbers 19:11-13). No strict Jew would have dreamed of accepting hospitality from a tanner. It was his uncleanness that made it necessary for Simon to dwell on the sea-shore outside the city. No doubt this tanner was a Christian and Peter had begun to see that in Christianity these laws were abolished. The sheet with the animals on it appeared to him and the voice told him to kill and eat. Now the Jews had strict food laws, recorded in Leviticus 11:1-47. The Jew ate only animals which chewed the cud and whose hoofs were cloven. All others were unclean and forbidden. Peter was shocked and protested that he had never eaten anything that was unclean. The voice told him not to call what God had cleansed unclean. 

This happened three times so that there could be no possible mistake or dodging of the lesson. Once Peter would have called a Gentile unclean; but now God has prepared him for the Gentiles who would come into the household and the family of God. Note: The new creation came up from the grave in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but it also comes down from heaven. All who believe are born from above. God hath concluded all under sin, all in unbelief  (Jews and Gentiles, or as wild beasts, creeping things, etc.), that He might have mercy upon all, or provisionally cleanse them, and actually cleanse them that believe on Jesus (Romans 11:32; Galatians 3:22). This truth of God’s gracious sovereign provision and offer of salvation should grip our hearts. God granted repentance unto life to Jews and Gentiles. Once for all, Jesus put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. (Hebrews 9:26). All men are clean provisionally, the moment they believe on Jesus Christ. Note: the voice (of the Holy Spirit) said the second time to Peter, Acts 10:15 What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.
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Ac 10:17 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the gate, 18 And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there. 19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. 20 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them. 21 Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come? 22 And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee. 23 Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him.

On the next day Peter rose and went with them and they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and invited along his kinsmen and his closest friends. Note: the really strict Jew would have no contact with a Gentile. The Jew would never have as a guest nor ever be the guest of a man who did not observe the Law or a Gentile. When Peter arrived at Caesarea, Cornelius met him at the door, no doubt wondering if Peter would cross his threshold at all, and Peter came in. In the most amazing way, the barriers are beginning to come down.V25 When Peter was going to come in Cornelius met him and fell at his feet and worshipped him. Peter raised him up and said, "Rise; I, too, am a man. V27 Peter found many who had assembled there and began to preach. Ac 10:28 And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean. So, I came without any objection when you sent for me. V30 So Cornelius said, Four days ago from this time, I was praying in my house at three o'clock in the afternoon, and, a man stood before me in shining clothes and said, Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your deeds of charity have been remembered before God. 

Send therefore to Joppa and send for Simon who is also called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, on the sea-shore. Immediately I sent to you; and I am most grateful that you have come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God. Ac 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. 36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) 37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; 

38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly;  
He preached peace and healing through Jesus Christ. Jesus crucified, buried, raised, and the coming Judge, and remission of sins for those who believe. Note verse 43: To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins.  Ac 10:44-46 While Peter yet spoke these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 
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And they of the circumcision (Jews) which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the Gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. The Holy Spirit always accompanies the preaching of the Christ in His fulness. That was, of course, the official arrival of the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles as was His arrival to the Jews on the day of Pentecost (Ac 2:4). Note: Three men, Shem, Ham, and Japheth peopled the earth after the flood. And three saved men were used to begin the peopling of the earth with the new creation. They were the Eunuch of Ethiopia, a Hamite (Ac 8:27), Saul, a Shemite (Ac 9), and Cornelius, a Japhite (Ac10). 
Chapter 11
Ac 11:2-3 When Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with him, saying, Thou wentest into men uncircumcised and didst eat with them. People, even
believers, are slow to receive the truth. There is something in our make-up that practically says: What I have not experienced, or seen, is not to be experienced or seen. Repentance unto life is a Divine gift. Salvation is a gracious gift from God.  No one would, nor could ever receive the Lord Jesus had not Jesus appeased the just anger of an offended God, by His own sacrificial death on the cross. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit enables men to repent and believe. By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). Ac 11:19Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. 

The remaining verses of this chapter are interesting and comprehensive. The hidden purposes in the Holy Spirit’s workings is a wonder. God is bringing one thing to a close, and meanwhile paving the way for another. In His wonderful wisdom, God is planning for a special ministry to a special man with a special message. It is to the Apostle Paul. Those scattered abroad were supposed to preach to the Jews only, some of them were from Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spoke unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus (Ac 11:20). Why? Because the Holy Spirit was directing them and the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed and turned unto the Lord (Ac 11:21). Therefore, an assembly has
begun by those whom Saul had persecuted. Get this! Afterward it became the glorious center for His Spirit filled operations. The church in Jerusalem sent Barnabas there, who later became Paul’s first associate. Barnabas said, V 23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. Why was he like that? V24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith. 

What was the result? And much people was added unto the Lord. God surely had a hand in directing Barnabas: V25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul. Note: There have been three steps that we see here. First, Philip preached to the Samaritans; but the Samaritans after all were half Jewish and formed, a bridge, between the Jewish and the Gentile world. Second, Peter accepted Cornelius; but it was Cornelius who took the initiative. It was not the Christian Church who sought Cornelius; it was Cornelius who sought the Christian Church. 
Third, in Antioch the Church did not go to people who were Jews or wait to be approached by Gentiles, it preached the gospel to the Gentiles and Jews alike. Christianity is finally launched on its world-wide mission to Jews and Gentiles. 
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Ac 11:22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. **** Now we begin to see things shift. We see the first church in Antioch and God has new order of things. He is dealing with the church, Jew and Gentile. If they had stayed at Jerusalem, they would have been just another sect of Judaism, like the Pharisees or Sadducees. The word Antioch means driven again. Barnabas means son of consolation. Barnabas is from the isle of Cyprus. Ac 11:25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. Now we see here Jew and Gentile are Christians. What a beautiful name Christian. And here we see God bringing on a new leader, the Chief Apostle Paul. He has been in training and now he is on the scene. It is very interesting that the Holy Spirit brings them here and were here a year teaching these Christians at Antioch.

Look at Ephesian concerning the gospel given to Paul. Eph 3:1For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, 2 If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: ***** Dispensation of the grace of God means a period of time which we are in today. Paul was given this gospel for the Church age. Eph 3:3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, 4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) ****What is a mystery? A mystery is something that we don’t understand. Eph 3:5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; ****The Holy Spirit reveals that mystery to all that want to know it today. And what is that mystery? V6 gives us the answer. 6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Eph 3:7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. **** The mystery was not revealed in ages past, Peter didn’t know it. He gave Peter a special vision of it in Acts 10 and 11 but now Paul is coming on the scene to teach and to give us that mystery. And Paul is still doing that today because we still have his letters in the form of the epistles of Paul in the New Testament. We have 13 Epistles that Paul wrote plus the book of Hebrews.

Observe this: Paul was raised up by God, independent of the other apostles, and given a revelation of the calling and heavenly portion of the Church which the kingdom apostles did not know. And this was some time after the Jerusalem assembly was in existence. They do not seem to have entered into the fulness and liberty of the Gospel as preached by the Apostle Paul. We will see this emphasized in Acts, chapter 15. There we read that they sent chosen men, warriors of their own company, to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, to confirm and strengthen the believers there. It is Paul’s writings alone which give as the scope and fulness of the heavenlies, in which he affirms, God “raised us up together with Christ and made us sit together with Him” - Eph. 2:6. The book of Joshua answers to the Ephesian epistle. And as all of the Church in the beginning did not enter into, nor desire to possess this heavenly land, so in like manner is the situation before our eyes today. And so has it been all down this present age. Many thru ignorance, others thru unbelief, have refused the privilege and therefore lose the better things. The majority are not willing to pay the price, for this upward calling costs us something. 
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When we actually put our feet upon the heavenly land, in other words, realize by faith our oneness with Christ, the devil resists us with all his principalities and powers in the heavenlies; for this is the place of his throne. He stirs up the world against us and we are rejected and despised of men, even as was our adorable Lord. The world will not run after us. No indeed! We will be “counted as sheep for the slaughter.” We will not have any great, wonderful revivals, such as whole cities turning to Christ: rather our ministry will be unappreciated, as was Paul’s; for he writes that, “even unto this present hour, . . we are made as the filth of the world and the offscouring of all things” - I Cor. 6:11. He was thankful to escape from some cities in a most humiliating way; in others, he was beaten, imprisoned and “cast out as dead” - Acts 14:19. But God, his life and his strength, was at hand. The Lord came in and delivered him, generally by apparently natural means, but none the less miraculous. And He does the very same for us today when we are going in the way that Paul, the pattern saint, traveled, There is grace abundant grace!

For next Tuesday night, the Lord has been speaking to me about Ge 12:3 ……and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. I will go into the covenants and the land of Canaan. What is our part? The Lord gave me this title of the message. Stopping short of Canaan. I believe I need to address this before we go on in Genesis and it will lay a foundation of where we are heading in Acts as well. It is so foundational for us and the Lord has really impressed this on my heart. 

Ac 11:28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. *** Agabus means grasshopper. He was a prophet. Agabus prophesied of a dearth that occurred during this time. It is also a prophesy of the Tribulation period. It will most severe in Israel. There will be relief in those days for the people of God. Mt 24:22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. Ac 11:29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: They did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul. This great famine was due to the fact that Israel, as a nation, had rejected the Son of God and the Gift of the Holy Spirit. The phrase, all the world, means all the inhabited earth. That, too, was typical of the trial, world-wide, from which the full overcomers shall be delivered at the close of this age (Revelation 3:10). Thank God! After Jesus comes and Israel receives Him, there will be no more dearth, but abounding plenty. See Joel 2:19-27.
