II Corinthians 9 February 5, 2026
Paul devoted two entire chapters just to money and Chapter 9 is another one of those chapters. It is a very important part of our experience. Though Paul had previously instructed the Corinthian saints in the matter of giving, he thought it advisable to further warn them because they had not been faithful to give. 2Co 9:1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you: He mentions this in Romans 15:25, 26. We see it in 1Cor 16: 1-3 and 2 Cor 8:10-11 and they are all talking about the same thing. It is this offering that they were gathering up to go to Jerusalem. Superfluous means needless or there is no need for me to write to you. In other words, I am not going to try to convince you of the need. It is needless for me to write and try to explain this need to you anymore. Instead these next verses concentrate on the benefit of a cheerful giver. People in this world concentrate on making you feel guilty about a certain need and they hold that need up before you and they come from all directions; telephone calls, emails and the like constantly telling you their need. Paul says it is needless for him to write to them about the need, but what he is going to do is point out the benefits of a cheerful giver. 

2Co 9:2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. So he says, I know that you purposed it in your mind before. You made a mental ascent or a mental commitment. He bragged on them to the Macedonians, that Achaia which is Corinth was ready a year ago, and your zeal hath provoked very many. This is another thing concerning giving and that is what these fund raisers know. If they can get one to give; well that is an incentive for others to give. Then you here things like who will match this. This is matching funds. It is a part of human nature that when one does it then there is an incentive for others to do it and these fund raisers know that. They play on this. Paul simply says here that your zeal hath provoked very many. 2Co 9:3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready: What Paul is saying is that he has sent an entourage of people down here ahead of time to be sure this money is put together. 2Co 9:4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same confident boasting. 

Some of these Macedonian saints were coming with Paul and Paul had bragged about these Corinthians having all this money. If we come down there and these people come down there with me and you don’t have this money together then he says, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed. Somebody is going to be embarrassed and it is going to be you. If we come down there and this money is not altogether the way that you said and the way that I have already testified that it would be, you would be ashamed in the same confident boasting. 2Co 9:5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, (or your gift) whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, (or gift) and not as of covetousness. Paul is saying that he thought it wise that he sent these others down ahead of us to make sure that all of this money was in order before the rest of the group ever gets there. Moffat puts this last phrase; that it might be ready, as a matter of bounty, (or gift) and not as of covetousness. Moffat says it this way. Forth coming as a generous gift and not as money wrung out of you. That’s what Paul wanted; generous givers. 


He said, I am not just interested in getting the dollar at all cost, but I want it to appear this way; that it is forth coming as a generous gift and not as somebody coming down there and twisting your arm or wringing it out of you. So that is what is meant by; not as a matter of covetousness. Or having the wrong desire or attitude or for the wrong reason. 2Co 9:6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; Paul is talking about money and this is a principal of the word of God. If you want a bountiful harvest then sow a lot of the scripture in your own heart as well in others. So Paul puts this in context with money. Every farmer knows that if you sow bountifully, you will reap bountifully. This is God’s principal. You cannot sow a little bit of grain and expect you will have a real bountiful harvest. It comes in proportion as to how much you have sown. Now there is always much more that comes forth from what you sow, but a bountiful harvest depends on a bountiful sowing and that is what Paul is talking about.

2Co 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. This is the secret; according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give. It is the attitude of the heart. Again this offering is not referring to the tithe. The tithe belongs to God. That is the first fruit that goes to God. Paul is talking about giving above and beyond as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly. In other words give it but not hanging on as long as you can and thinking why should I or why did I do that. And saying I hope I get this back and so forth. That is grudgingly and we don’t give that way. Instead of giving it grudgingly, we give it joyfully. That is exactly what the Macedonians did. Then he further says, not of necessity or because someone is expecting you to give; or because someone will think evil of him or bad of him if doesn’t give. Or as if he is depending upon the opinions of other people. God loves a cheerful giver. That word cheerful means hilarious and God loves a hilarious giver. This is a person that is made happy to give. It is the attitude of the heart.

But notice, so often when people get into trouble, they like to claim verse 8. 2Co 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: But what is important to realize is this verse is a direct result of verse 7. When we are a cheerful giver, then God is able to make all grace abound toward you. Then notice the fullness or the completeness of this verse. It is all grace! It is always all grace! It is all sufficiency! It is in all things! It is to every good work! See the fullness of that. Whenever we give unto the Lord like the Macedonian saints and commit ourselves unto the Lord, these verses take on such a reality and practicality in our own experience. God is able to make all grace; there are volumes in that little phrase because all grace goes far, far beyond all money. Money is only one little minute portion of the grace of God that He gives to us. He says, God will make all grace. It means all grace for every part of our individual life and experience. There is no way that we can fully define or explore all of the grace of God. Yet he says, he will make all grace for every part of our lives abound toward you; that you, always (not here a little or for one time, but always. It is every time) having all sufficiency (no lack to the grace of God; to the need that God is able to supply in our lives. It is all sufficiency) in all things, (then that you ) may abound to every good work: Every good work that God has ordained for us then He supplies that sufficiency for us.

2Co 9:9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth forever. Paul quotes the Old Testament. He hath dispersed abroad. This “he” is not God. We go back to Psalm 112 where this verse is taken. The “he” refers to the good man. It refers to the godly man, the righteous man. So notice this godly righteous man has dispersed abroad. He has been a giver. He has been a cheerful giver, the way Paul spoke of here.
Ps 112:9 He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour. He hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth forever. So notice giving is an expression of righteousness. It is an outward sign; and outward expression of the righteousness which God has planted within our hearts. Then notice, he has given to the poor. Why did he give to the poor? Because when you give to the poor, you  give to someone who is not going to give it back, because they can’t. If you want to really give, give to someone who is not going to try and pay you back. Many gifts that are given in this world are given with the idea that one day you are going to give it back to me. But to the poor, he can’t pay you back.

2Co 9:10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness; Now He: This He refers to God. Now he that ministereth seed to the sower: this is what we have to realize. There are four things in this verse that we must notice. #1 He ministers seed. Whether that seed is money, or whether it is the word of God, or whether it is seeds of kindness or seeds of love; no matter what it is, we must realize that the seed came from God. Then #2 both minister bread for your food. As we minister the seeds, and as we sow, God is still ministering to our needs; God is still giving us our daily bread. We didn’t sacrifice ours so that now we don’t have any. No! When we give to others, God ministers bread for our food. #3 and multiply your seed sown. This is the beauty of what God can do. This is what Paul is teaching the Corinthians and us. We take what God gives to us and when we give it, God multiplies it. God multiplies the seed which we sow. It may be money or any of the other seeds we mentioned. #4 He increases the fruits of your righteousness. All of this comes right back and it is added to our spiritual account. It is that account of righteousness that we have before the Lord.

Our circumstances never hinder God from His work within us. God is not just capable. His power actually operates best when human circumstances are at their worst. Paul’s perspective isn't just theoretical. He wrote many of these insights while literally chained in prison. Here is how he characterizes God’s ability in relation to our difficulties. Eph 3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us. Paul describes God whose capacity doesn't just meet our needs but dwarfs our imagination. In 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, Paul struggled with a thorn in the flesh which is described as a severe personal difficulty. He asked God to remove it. God’s response redefined Paul’s understanding of difficulty. God said, My power is made perfect in weakness. Then Paul concludes that he will boast in his hardships, because when he is humanly hindered or weak, God’s power is most visible. Then in Romans 8 is God’s sovereignty or power and authority over circumstances. There Paul says that circumstances (no matter how dire) are never a barrier to God’s ultimate purpose. He lists the potential hindrances; tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, sword. Paul. Says by his experience there is no separation. None of these things can separate us from God's love. God doesn't just get around bad circumstances. He works through them. 

In Romans 5, Paul says that if God was able to reconcile us while we were enemies which is the hardest possible circumstance, how much more is He able to save and sustain us now that we are His friends. To Paul, the difficulty of a situation is irrelevant because God’s grace is always Grace! When Paul was under house arrest in Rome (roughly AD 60–62), he was in a situation that should have, by all logic, ended his life. He was awaiting a trial before Nero, chained to a Roman soldier 24/7, and unable to travel. Instead of seeing a hindered God, Paul used this time to prove that God’s ability is actually strengthened by restriction. Here is how he applied his thoughts to those famous chains. In Philippians 1:12-13, Paul writes something shocking to his friends. What has happened to me has actually served to advance the Gospel. Paul was chained to a member of the Praetorian Guard (the elite imperial guard). Every six hours, a new soldier was rotated in. Paul didn't see himself as a prisoner of Rome; he saw the guards as a captive audience. By the time he wrote to the Philippians, he could say the Gospel had become known throughout the whole imperial guard. God’s ability wasn't hindered by the walls of a prison. The walls actually provided Paul with direct access to the highest levels of the Roman government. 

These were people he never could have reached as a free traveling preacher. Paul noticed that God’s power works even through poison. When he remained joyful and bold in prison, it had an effect on the local church in Rome. Php 1:14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. Paul realized that God uses the difficulty of one person to fuel the bravery of many. His physical limitation became a spiritual incentive for a city-wide movement. In his final letter, written from a much harsher Roman dungeon (the Mamertine Prison), Paul offered his ultimate conclusion on God’s ability versus human difficulty. 2Ti 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Paul’s application was simple. You can chain the messenger, but you cannot chain the Message. Paul knew that God’s ability is independent of the physical state of His servants. While Paul sat in the dark dungeon, his letters (the Prison Epistles) were traveling across the entire empire, doing more work than his feet ever could. Paul’s experience in Rome taught that God’s power is like a river. When you put a dam or a difficulty in its way, the water doesn't stop. It just builds up pressure and finds a new way to flow, and often a more powerful way to flow. That is what the word of God will do.

2Co 9:11 Being enriched in everything to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. The gifts are given to benefit men. They are given to those poor people in Jerusalem. But notice the end result that God wants and what Paul is talking about here, it causes through us thanksgiving to God. That is exactly what should happen when needs are met then it should prompt a wonderful praise and adoration and glory to God. Giving brings glory to God. It supplies the need, provokes Thanksgiving to God, shows a good testimony, provokes prayer for the giver. 2Co 9:12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; God is the ultimate one that receives the glory and the bounty. Notice further in 2Co 9:13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration (or the proof or the evidence of this money) they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, #1(they glorify God for your attitude and what they see in your life or what is manifest in your experience. They see the gospel message worked out in your life of a cheerful giver) and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men.


2Co 9:14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. #2 And by their prayer for you; this becomes a tremendous order for us. If we have benefited from anyone; it might be money or in services, or in encouragement or anything. Whatever benefit that we have received from other people. Then it is our responsibility to pray for them. So by their prayer for you. It is incumbent upon us to pray for those who give any kind of gift to us regardless of what it might be. But notice further, which long after you. #3 When people give a gift to someone else then the giver and the receiver actually develop a bond between them. They have something common, something that ties them together. That is what Paul is talking about here. By their prayer for you, which long after you. There is a love and an affection aroused in both of them, the giver and the receiver. Long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. #4 They have seen the grace of God because it has been manifested in a practical way through these people. Grace is not just a term or a definition of something. Grace is something tangible here in this gift to them. That is the exceeding grace of God in you. And ultimately it brings us to verse 15. 

2Co 9:15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. All gifts are because of God’s gift to us, which is His Son and everything is tied up in Him. Whatever we receive through other people is of Christ. Everything we receive is of Christ. Jesus Christ is God’s unspeakable Gift. Why is He called Unspeakable? The original Greek word used literally means something that cannot be fully related or described. While many things can be explained with words, theologians and scholars generally agree that this gift is considered unspeakable for several reasons. It represents the Son of God taking on human form (the Incarnation). The idea of the infinite Creator becoming a finite creature is a mystery beyond full human comprehension. It highlights God’s sacrificial love in giving His only Son to save humanity. The gift includes everything that comes through Christ; salvation, the forgiveness of sins, and the promise of eternal life. In this chapter, the Apostle Paul was encouraging the people of Corinth to be generous and cheerful givers. But he concludes by pointing that God is the ultimate “Cheerful Giver,” whose gift of Christ is so massive that human generosity, while good, can never truly compare.

The unspeakable gift is the culmination of two chapters (2 Corinthians 8 and 9) where Paul is teaching about human generosity. He is encouraging the church to give to those in need, but then he suddenly shifts the focus to God’s giving. The Gift of Jesus is so vast that it makes all human efforts look like a drop in the ocean. Paul really says, I've been talking about your gifts, but let's talk about the Gift that is beyond words. 2Co 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. Eph 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Romans 8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? The Gift of God isn't earned. It is Infinite. We can count the money in a collection plate, but we cannot count the depth of the unsearchable riches of Christ (Ephesians 3:8). The gift of God, Jesus Christ doesn't just improve a person’s life. He, the Gift, changes our eternal destiny from death to life. This isn't a gift from one man to another, but from the Creator to the creature. Do you remember the phrase, “given unto man.” Galatians 2:20, stating Christ loved me and gave himself for me. This focusses the direction of the grace. It is from the highest point of heaven to the lowliest state of humanity. Grace originates with God and descends from above (James 1:17) to humanity. 
It is God reaching down to those who cannot reach up to Him. Visualize for a moment how grace moves in the shape of the cross, we look at the vertical beam. It is the relationship between God and humanity and Jesus Christ being the center. Then the horizontal beam, Grace is the relationship between human beings. The cross isn't just a symbol of sacrifice; it is a geographic map of how grace operates. The vertical beam represents the descent of God’s love and the descent of man’s reconciliation and understanding. Grace begins at the top. It is God bending down to reach a world that cannot reach Him. Paul explains it in Php 2:7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Also in John 1:14: And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us... full of grace and truth. Because of the vertical work of the cross, the way up is opened. Grace allows humanity to stand before God because of Christ. As Paul says in Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. Then the Horizontal Beam is Man and Neighbor. 

The horizontal beam of the cross represents the extension of grace. Once grace hits the center or the heart of the believer, it must travel outward to the left and right. Who is in the center, Christ! It is the outward expression of Grace that is received vertically and it must be distributed horizontally. It is the Ministry of Reconciliation. If it doesn't move horizontally, it stagnates. That is why Paul says in Col 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. The horizontal beam of the cross points in opposite directions, symbolizing that grace is for everyone, regardless of their background. It reaches to the ends of the earth. A good scripture that Paul tells us is in Ephesians 2:14: For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us. The intersection or the point where the vertical and horizontal beams meet is the Heart. This is where the “Unspeakable Gift” resides, pulling the believer upward toward God and pushing them outward toward our neighbor. Where the vertical and horizontal beams of the cross meet is the Heart. This is where the “Unspeakable Gift” resides. This where grace and truth met. This is Christ! Grace and Truth meet in the person of Jesus Christ. John identifies Jesus as the location where these two forces converge. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us... full of grace and truth (John 1:14). 

Truth represents the vertical standard of God. His holiness, His law, and the true reality of our condition. Grace represents the horizontal reach of God; His mercy, His forgiveness, and His desire to be with us. In the Old Testament, there is a beautiful, prophetic verse in Ps 85:10 Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. This happened at the cross. This describes the exact moment at the heart of the cross where mercy and truth are met together; and righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Without the cross, Truth would demand judgment, and Grace might seem to ignore justice. At the intersection (the Heart), Christ satisfies both. He upholds Truth by paying the price Himself for sin. He extends Grace by offering the payment of Himself to us as a Gift. The Unspeakable Gift resides there. The vertical (Divine) and the horizontal (Human) are joined in one person Jesus Christ. This is why it is Unspeakable, because the finite (man) and the infinite (God) meet at a single point at the heart of the Lord Jesus. It was at the Heart of Christ. When the Unspeakable Gift dwells in a person’s heart, that person becomes a new intersection where God’s truth and God’s grace are visible to the world.
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