II Corinthians 4 December 18, 2025
2Co 4:1 Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not. He is talking about the ministry of the new covenant. It. is the message of divine grace that God has revealed to Paul and imparted unto us. We also have received grace and mercy in order that we too might accomplish the ministry that God has given to us. We faint not and the word faint means weak hearted. The word has the meaning of not only a lack of courage but of bad behavior and evil conduct. We do not become weak hearted because we have received such mercy and grace. We are able to continue on and indeed our hearts are not going to be weak or faint. What gave the Apostle Paul courage to continue his ministry, in the face of such discouragements as confronted him? It was Divine Grace. Paul preached his Gospel boldly. When Paul considered the greatness of his calling, it gave him the heart to face all his difficulties. We can have that boldness of heart as we consider how great a calling God gives us in Jesus Christ. Note what Paul says in the next verse after he says of the grace ministry given to him and to us. 

2Co 4:2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.  Paul tells us if a person giving out a message does not speak in God’s name or out of the Gospel then he should hold his tongue. If the message is not the Lord’s Gospel truth, then that person has no message. If heaven has given us the Gospel message, speak it out; as we ought to speak as one who is called to be the mouth of God. Paul could never be accused of hiding the truth in dishonesty or preaching for personal gain. Paul said we have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty. He did not go in under any false pretense to preach the gospel. We must preach it in all honesty and not try to catch people in a trap or to get them just to follow us. Paul tells us here that it is so vitally important to preach the message of truth, but it is also so important to preach it in the right manner and with the right attitude. He said, we have not used craftiness or trickery on you or tried to deceive you. We can compare that to 2Co 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.

Paul preached his gospel honestly. The word translated deceitfully is a verb only found here in the New Testament, meaning “to dilute or adulterate.” Paul didn’t preach a concealed gospel.He says (renouncing the hidden things of shame) nor did he corrupt the gospel; where he says (craftiness… deceitfully). He did not mix the message with human inventiveness or watering it down to accommodate his audience. Paul preached an honest gospel. Many preachers fail on this exact point. They add to it things of human ingenuity and wisdom. Often, those who add these corrupting or diluting things to the gospel think they will make the gospel more effective or give it a greater hearing. They are doing what Paul insisted he would never do. He would never handle the word of God deceitfully. That is what it is to add to the word God; it is to handle it deceitfully. There are certain men that tell us that they must adapt truth to the people so they will understand it more clearly. This means that they murder the truth. It is a new popular lie that takes the place of the truth. Craftiness speaks of a cunning readiness to adopt any device which is trickery from the enemy. This is anything but truth. It is not Divine grace which Paul brought out in the first verse of our chapter. These words are so clear for today. Paul preached the plain truth of the Gospel. Further Paul said in V2; commending ourselves to every man’s conscience: 

Paul preached a gospel of integrity. Anyone could look at Paul’s gospel and ministry, then judge it by his or her own conscience and see that it was full of integrity. Some men attacked Paul’s Gospel with empty words. That is what they do when they invent things outside of the Truth. There were some that attacked Paul with actions as well. Nevertheless, Paul knew both his ministry and his message found approval in the conscience of every man. It was the message received by God as well. Paul preached his gospel before God. It was important for Paul to know every man’s conscience would approve his manner of ministry, but it was far more important to know that what he did was right in the sight of God. There is a higher scrutiny than that of the human conscience: It is to God that every minister of the gospel is ultimately and eternally answerable. Later in this chapter, Paul will reflect again on his sufferings. In these first two verses, he makes it clear that he did not suffer because he has been an unfaithful minister of the gospel. It was easy for Paul’s enemies to claim, “he suffers so much because God is punishing him for his unfaithfulness,” but that wasn’t true at all. He and we must preach the word in sincerity. We must be right out in front giving people the message; not walking in craftiness; we are not handling the word of God deceitfully. 

The word deceitfully means to ensnare and we can contrast that with sincerity. We are to be genuine and right out in the open by displaying the truth. Paul says we commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. Paul is saying that we are going to win others by the testimony of our own lives. Epistles read of all men. We must walk in truth. We must walk in the reality of the message that He has revealed to us, commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 2Co 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: The god of this world Satan is responsible for blinding the people of this world. When a person refuses to believe the gospel, this is when he is fertile ground to be blinded by the devil. If men reject the light, the only alternative is darkness. People, even Christians think that they can get by shoving God’s word and God’s light out of the way in lieu of their own ideas or their own logic. Unbelief, and rejection of the truth or failure to take the truth of this Gospel makes wide open targets to be blinded by the devil. 2Co 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

If we turn this around: hath blinded the minds of them which believe not. When we believe, it will be impossible for the devil to blind us. The secret is to believe the message that God has given and then we are not going to be blinded. Paul calls the message here the light of the glorious gospel. It is all about Jesus. 2Co 4:4 …lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. The gospel is all about Jesus. The Gospel is not rules and regulations and decrees and laws and bylaws and restrictions. The Gospel is Christ. It is not just so that I look at my crown, but it is to look upon the Lord Jesus. We must present the message as being a person of Jesus Christ! We can compare this with Joh 14:9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? This is Jesus the expression of God. If you have seen me, you have seen the Father and the Jews were absolutely incensed by such a statement.  Many preachers today want to build a great name for themselves, yet what does Paul declare? We preach not ourselves but Christ. Some preachers today think it is what they say or their testimony that saves people, or how many people they led to salvation this week, but it is not true, it is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus that saves people. 

Note the place that Paul took as a servant’s heart. 2Co 4:5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. It is not our testimony that is going to save people. It is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus. Our testimony is not so important, but it is the word of God that is important that we give unto men. Paul says; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. Not everyone who opens a Bible and starts talking, is preaching Christ Jesus the Lord. Many preachers actually preach themselves instead of Jesus. If the focus is on stories of themselves or of life experiences of the preacher, he may be preaching himself. It is not wrong to use an example of the testimony of life, but the focus must be on Jesus Christ. Often, people love it when the preacher preaches himself. It puts the preacher on a pedestal. It is also tempting for the preacher because he sees how people respond when he focuses the message on himself. Nevertheless, the bottom line is that the preacher himself can’t bring you to God and save soul; only Jesus can. So preach Jesus! It’s not wrong to use a story from life’s experience. It is all a matter of proportion. If week after week too much of self is in the sermon, it is wrong. We must preach Christ!

This is where every believer must take on a servant’s heart. Yes, our relationship must be as sons of God. A servant is one who is taking a lesser place than what God intended for him to have. And he will have a lesser place in glory also. But Paul is talking about is a servant’s heart. It is the attitude! When Paul presented himself, this is how he did it. Not as a lord, not as a master, but simply as a bondservants for Jesus’ sake. It was also important that Paul also considered himself a bondservant of the Corinthian Christians for Jesus’ sake. If it were for his own sake or for the sake of the Corinthian Christians themselves, it wouldn’t last or it would turn fleshly pretty easily. Paul always served others for Jesus’ sake. He did it primarily to please Jesus, not to please man. Paul didn’t stand in the pulpit or before an audience to preach himself. He wasn’t important and he wasn’t the focus. Jesus was the focus, so Paul could strongly say, we do not preach ourselves. Instead, the focus must be on Christ Jesus the Lord to give us the light: God gives us the light of the knowledge of God, and we have the responsibility to give out this light. He “shined it in” so that we could “shine it out” instead of “shining it on” as some Christians seem to do. 2Co 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

This is a reference to Genesis where God said let there be light and there was light. Now Paul puts this on the spiritual side here. He does exactly the same thing in our hearts. When a person comes to Him and repents of sins, God commands light to shine into his heart and it is an eternal light that is never going to be extinguished. It is to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. This is another reference to Christ Himself and notice it is in the face of the Lord Jesus. That word face simply means countenance. When that analogy is used in the scripture, it speaks of being in full fellowship. In other words when two people get together, the best way to communicate with one another is to look each other right in the eye. We look full into the face of Christ; this where we get the fullness of the light. This comes over a period of time. We don’t get this all at once. We don’t look full into the face of Jesus the minute that we believe and come to Him. This is what God wants to do. He wants the light to shine on us and it is in the face of the Lord Jesus. We get more light as we have fellowship with the Lord Jesus. The more of the fellowship that we have with Christ, the more we look full into His face, and more light is cast upon us. 

It is when the Gospel reaches us is how God loves to find each heart. It is the light of the Gospel. 2Co 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. The treasure that he is talking about is that light of V6 in the midst of darkness. Then he tells us why we have this treasure in earthen vessels. It is that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. God has designed redemption so that men are not going to able to glory in themselves.  They can only glory in the Lord. Refer to 1Co 1:29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. Also refer to Col 1:13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: So what is the purpose why we possess this treasure in our earthen vessel? It is that the power may be of God and not of us. It is this treasure or light in these earthen vessels which means they are very temporal and very fragile and very weak. When we have that treasure in an earthen vessel, we can’t attribute any goodness to the vessel itself. God did it on purpose that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us. So this is why God holds us in such weaken state or such a dependent condition so that the power may be of God and not of us. This is exactly the reason why many people do not want to yield to the Lord or accept Christ. 

They do not want to accept and go in the way of weakness. But this is the way that God has chosen. He has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the mighty. He put the wonderful invaluable treasure in an earthen vessel that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us. This is the greatness treasure of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and the glory of God made evident through this Gospel. It is the very light of God and the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, reflected in the face of Jesus Christ. This is the greatest treasure in all creation! It is the weak way! God has put such a great treasure into clay pots. Who is worthy to be a “container” for God’s light and glory? The smartest person isn’t smart enough, the purest person isn’t pure enough, the most spiritual person isn’t spiritual enough, and the most talented person isn’t talented enough and the strongest person isn’t strong enough. We are all just clay pots holding an unspeakably great treasure. Earthen vessels were common in every home in those days. They were not very durable compared to metal, and they were useless if broken. They were cheap and of little intrinsic value. God chose to put His light and glory in the everyday dishes, not in fine China. 

We almost always are drawn to the thing that has the best packaging, but the best gifts often have the most unlikely packaging. God did not see a need to package Jesus in material riches of the earth when He came at first. Jesus was not embarrassed to live as an earthen vessel. God is not embarrassed to use clay pots like us. Why did God choose risky, earthen vessels instead of safe, glamourous ones? Because “perfect” vessels are safe but bring glory to themselves. Earthen vessels are risky but can bring profound glory to God. In the story of Gideon, it was the breaking of vessels that made the light shine forth and bring victory to God’s people (Judges 7:20). In the rest of the chapter, Paul will show how God “breaks” His clay pots so that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. Paul tells us in these next few verses what we experience in these earthen vessels and this is really common to all men. We have the treasure in there, but the outside of this vessel gets bombarded tremendously before it is all said and done. 2Co 4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; There are four experiences we suffer in the natural, which emphasize the weakness of our earthen vessel? (#1 experience) We are troubled or pressed on every side. 

Satan will attack us more and more just by being in this world. But then we are not distressed. We are pressed which tells us of our life in this body, but not distressed; that can be attributed to the treasure on the inside. So we have one as opposed to the other. We may be pressed on every side as to our lives here in this body, but we are not distressed or the word should rather be crushed. The reason for that once again is because of the treasure. Jesus will not allow us to bear more than we are able. (#2 experience) Then another one we are perplexed. This word perplexed is translated; at a loss mentally. We are at a loss mentally over and over again, but notice the answer with the treasure on the inside, not in despair. The margin translates that not altogether without help or means. That is because of the treasure and the God of that treasure. It is the treasure or the light in these earthen vessels. 2Co 4:9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; (#3 experience) Once again the body being beaten down and persecuted, but not forsaken or abandoned because we have this treasure in earthen vessels and God is going to defend that treasure. (#4 experience) Then cast down, but not destroyed or killed. Williams translates this; knocked down but never knocked out. 

Refer to  Pr 24:16 For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief. It is because of that treasure on the inside that we are enabled to go on. Pressed on every side speaks to us of the idea of “hunted.” Paul was a wanted, hunted man because of what he was for Jesus. In Acts 23:12, men conspired together to not eat or drink until they had murdered Paul. Paul knew what it was like to be hunted. Ac 23:12 And when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. Paul’s life was hard, and it was hard because of his passionate devotion to Jesus Christ and His gospel. Note the triumph of Jesus in Paul’s life: not crushed… not in despair… not forsaken… not destroyed. Paul knew the power and victory of Jesus in his life because he was continually in situations where only the power and victory of Jesus could meet his need. We remember everything Paul’s suffering. He probably suffered more than anyone other than Christ. This was not theory to Paul but real-life experience. The effect of the trials on us, is that we are strengthened by the treasure within. It is by the life of Christ made manifest in this mortal body. It is because we have this treasure in earthen vessels and God is going to defend that treasure. 

2Co 4:8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 2Co 4:10 Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. We must have the attitude of being surrendered even unto death as was Jesus, and often experience the same satanic opposition and attempted destruction. As Paul said: (We are made conformable to Christ's death in Philippians 3:10) Paul is talking about dying daily. Paul is not talking about the old man dying. He is talking about being in danger daily from the oppression of the enemy. The devil would have killed him daily if he had gotten the opportunity. The same attitude and attributes and commitments to Jesus which stirred up the enemy to kill Him should also be in us. It is that same treasure. It is so that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. When our own strength is gone, we can go through things that no mere human could endure, but this treasure sustains us and this is what Paul is talking about here. This is when the life of the Lord Jesus is made manifest in these mortal bodies. Paul, like us today; we want the life of Jesus evident in us. 

Paul knew this could only happen if he also carried about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus. There are some aspects of God’s great work in our lives that only happen through trials and suffering. By writing always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, Paul meant that he felt as if the death of Jesus was being spiritually worked inside of him. He is saying that the death of Jesus was not only a historical fact, it also was a spiritual reality in his life. In Philippians 3:10, Paul speaks about the glory of knowing Jesus: that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death. Many long to know the power of His resurrection but want nothing to do with the fellowship of His sufferings or being conformed to His death. However, there are certain fragrances God can only release through a broken vial, so Paul rejoiced in knowing both the suffering and the glory. He knew the two were connected. Always delivered to death… death is working in us, but life in you is even greater. Paul knew the spiritual riches that he brought to the Corinthian Christians came in part through the death-like suffering he endured in ministry. God made Paul more effective in ministry through his suffering.

When our own strength is gone, we can go through things that no mere human could endure, but this treasure sustains us and this is what Paul is talking about here. This is when the life of the Lord Jesus is made manifest in these mortal bodies. 2Co 4:11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. This means that the devil regardless of where we are, seeks to snuff out our lives in order that he might gain the victory. But it is God who sustains us. God is the one who intervenes for us. God preserves us over and over again when the enemy would try to wipe us out. Then, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. It is as though Christ is living His life again in us. His life is reproduced in us. Our lives are not an imitation of Christ. 

Our lives are a reproduction of Christ. He is reproducing Jesus in us to the degree that we will allow Him to do it. 2Co 4:12 So then death worketh in us, but life works in us. This is Paul’s conclusion. It is because we are poured out and we are given so wholly to the Gospel in order to preach this message. Then life is a result of that Gospel which is revealed and produced in us. The unshakable foundation is the resurrection of Jesus which Paul’s faith was resting on. It is on the hope of a resurrection. It is believing this Gospel and the message for ourselves. 2Co 4:13  We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;  Here is the spirit of faith that we are to have in our lives. Paul quotes from the Psalms in Ps 116:10 I believed, therefore have I spoken: I was greatly afflicted: We also believe and therefore speak. This is a principal that we also need in our lives. I believe in the Gospel first for our own lives. We must believe the message in our own selves and then speak. This is a pattern I follow we believed and therefore we speak. It is as we really believe the message that we are able to speak it with conviction that it is indeed reality to us; then we can bring it across to someone else. 2Co 4:14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. This one of the things that Paul believed and now he speaks it. He speaks the message that he believes. It is that which has become a conviction; that which has become reality to him, he believed it and now he speaks it. He knew and believed that the Lord Jesus was raised up and He is going to raise up us also. We are confident and persuaded of that. 2Co 4:15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.  

All of these sufferings, difficulties, and the adversities that Paul went through are there for your sakes. It was to give glory to God. The grace that was given to the Apostle Paul in the midst of all these adversities; this abundant grace and the deliverance that God brought, might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. They began to rejoice because what God had done in the life of Paul. 2Co 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; Paul is speaking of this in terms of eternity. What a statement from Paul, a man who suffered such tremendous things as we read in 2Cor 11 and then he says, which are but for a moment. These light afflictions and adversities worketh for us; we have to look upon them as our servants. They are working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; they are but for a moment, but they work a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; Far more exceeding means a throwing beyond into a throwing beyond. If you throw it out there just as far as you possibly can and then into another throwing beyond. It tells of the extreme extension in so far as the work that God is doing. This means we can’t even comprehend the wealth or the vast of glory that he is talking about which is eternal. 

He did not lose one thing for it was a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. The grace that was given to the Apostle Paul in the midst of all these adversities was His strength. Strengthened in the inward man in 2Co 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. The Outward man is this old body and the inward man or the treasure that God put in these vessels is renewed day by day. His mercies are new every morning. We really do need a fresh supply of divine grace every day. God gives us abundant grace and renews us day by day. We must fix our gaze on things not seen, that which is eternal., if we desire these tribulations to work for us.  2Co 4:18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. This is where Hebrews 11:1 comes in. Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. When we are not looking at the things that are seen we must look by faith the things that are not seen. It is so easy to look at the things that are seen; all of the adversities and troubles and trials and everything that is wrong; now we just don’t look away and ignore these things around us, but we cannot look upon them extensively. We cannot be obsessed with them. We look not at the things which are seen, but by faith we look at the things which are not seen. That means we must be obsessed with the things of faith. That is where our strength is!
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