
II Corinthians 2 December 4, 2025 
The Title of this chapter would be the priest, the sweet savor of God. Notice that in 2Co 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:
2Co 2:1 But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness. Why? He would have had to probably come with an attitude of correction. Paul is human just like us and he did this himself. Paul did not want to come to them bearing this great burden that he talks about in this chapter. He wanted to make sure when he came to them that he was rejoicing in the Lord and his attention and concerns were upon the things of God. Some among them criticized Paul because he changed his travel plans and did not come when he planned to. They used this change of plans to say of Paul, He is unreliable and untrustworthy. We don’t need to listen to him at all. But Paul explains there were many reasons why he did not come as planned, one of them being he was trying to spare the Corinthians He states in 2 Corinthians 1:23 Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth. 2Co 2:2 For if I make you sorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me? This is a complicated way of saying if I have caused you grief (you Corinthians), you are the only ones that are going to be able to make me glad. 

What Paul is talking about in chapter 2 is the sequel to 1Corinthians 5. This was the incestuous man of 1Co 5:1-5 that had to be dis-fellowshipped. This is where Paul had to not only judge this incestuous man, but the Corinthians were wrong in their attitude. Paul says they should have been grieving and yet they were not. The instructions in 1Cor 5 is not just to put away the incestuous man, but it is for the Corinthian’s to adjust their own attitude which was wrong. So here he says if I make you sorry, who is he that can make me glad, except the one that had been made sorry by me. You Corinthians are the only ones that are going to be able to make my heart rejoice. The way they would do that is by following the instruction and the exhortation that Paul had given to them. 2Co 2:3 And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all. If Paul had come to Corinth, and if they had not repented of their attitude; and if they had not been willing to do what he asked them to do on the basis of the gospel; then he would have been very unhappy and filled with sorrow. Notice further, having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all. 

Paul wisely understood that considering all the circumstances, a letter was better than a personal visit. A letter could show Paul’s heart, yet not give as much opportunity for the deterioration of their relationship. It would give them room to repent and get right with God and Paul. Where is this letter that Paul mentions? We don’t know! Not every letter that Paul wrote was inspired Scripture for all God’s people in all ages. We can trust that what Paul wrote in the missing letter was perfect for the Corinthian Christians at that time, but not perfect for us; otherwise, God would have preserved it. We shouldn’t think that everything Paul or the other Bible writers wrote was necessarily Scripture. Paul says I really have a confidence that you Corinthians want to make me joyful. You really do consider how I feel about the matter. How I feel about the matter is how the Lord feels about it. Paul said he came in the same spirit of Christ as we find there in 1Cor 5. He was hopeful that they had enough respect for him and feelings for him that they would care whether he was joyful or whether he was sorrowful in this matter. 


2Co 2:4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you. Paul did not enjoy confronting the Corinthian Christians. It was hard for him to do, and he did it with many tears. His goal was not that they should be grieved, but instead that the Corinthian Christians would know the love which he had so abundantly for them. It would take some maturity for the Corinthian Christians to receive Paul’s correction this way. It is easy for us to think a person offering correction is our enemy and sometimes is against us. But usually others bring correction because they love us, as Paul loved the Corinthian Christians. His goal was not to grieve them, but to love them. Much affliction and anguish of heart; This is also an indication of great love; rather than vengeance and punishment. Any pastor who has to address a situation like Paul did in 1Cor 5, it is to be out of much affliction. You can’t address this light heartedly. It wasn’t to grieve the man in 1Cor 5, but it was because of the love that he had for him. He loved them so much that he could not allow them to continue with the attitude they had and continue with this man the way they were doing. Paul wanted them to show the love of Christ to this man. I Corinthians 5:1 was a symbol of the wrong headship over the Church. 

1Co 5:1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. It was due to not holding Christ as the one rightful Head; An unheard-of sin broke out. It was that one should have his father’s wife. That is, a man assumed a headship, a lordship that was not at all his. Of course that caused envy, strife and factions. Paul displays real pastoral wisdom and compassion. He refers to this specific person among the Corinthians, but he does not name the man. Certainly, this man is happy his name was not recorded in God’s eternal word. So, what happens today? In our day some meetings are like a bunch of turkeys where one has a bleeding injury and all the other turkeys peak at it instead of offering help. I have heard some say, that so and so has left the meeting or has been kicked out and all they can say is; “good riddance” he was trouble any way. We are glad that outcast is out of here. That even comes from some pulpits. That is not the heart of the Lord Jesus or the Apostle Paul. We must look unto Jesus only, depending upon Him alone. He has the true heart of love. This insures safety against coveting and its attendant evils in the natural. 

But this outbreak of sin where a man assumed the wrong headship is a figure of a deeper, more heinous, spiritual fornication in Christendom today. We can compare this with John’s description of the great harlot and her daughters of Rev. 17, 18. 2Co 2:5 But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all. He was talking about grief for himself, then it is just in part. He wasn’t consumed by this; I am not going allow my life to be dictated by it. Then he says, that I may not overcharge you all. Moffat’s translation says, I am not going to overstate the case. Paul wasn’t going to hound them about it, he was just going to give them this instruction and that was it. 2Co 2:6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. The punishment that was inflicted on many is once again in 1Cor 5 and that was they were to turn this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh and Paul calls it here a punishment and that was exactly what it was for. He wanted to bring this man to repentance. Evidently it had that affect. But in our day, when we hear of such dis-fellowshipping, they do it for the rest of your life and that was never the intention of the Apostle Paul, and it was never the intention of God. It was that his spirit might be saved for the Day of The Lord. 

2Co 2:7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him. It was because of the love of God that Paul had. He wanted this man to repent and be restored. Since the man responded to the correction and repented, it was time for love and healing. We find the peace offering set forth in this chapter. The peace offering is a fellowship offering. Here we see the guilty restored to fellowship because of Divine Love. They needed to reaffirm their love to him. If you are going to dis-fellowship a person then he has to have his flesh destroyed by Satan and God did agree and there was a purpose in that. If that does not happen, perhaps you disfellowshipped that person for the wrong reason. The purpose was not just for the benefit of this man. Paul tells us in V7 that he had something else in mind when he did this. 2Co 2:7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Paul did not want Satan to take advantage of these Corinthians or us if we refuse to forgive this offender. When the offender is made to feel the love of God, while his sin is punished, he himself is loved. 

The focus was not his suffering but his good, he is more likely to be brought to repentance. 1Pe 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity (love) among yourselves: for (love) charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 2Co 2:7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, (This is for the benefit of the offender. We must forgive that person for us, not for them) and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Paul brings out the benefits for the offender) #1 contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and #2 comfort him. If you are going to comfort someone, means you are going to have to have some fellowship with them. Paul says you need to comfort him. Why? Lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. #3 - 2Co 2:8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him. That means we are not just to tolerate him. To confirm him means you really do accept and embrace him. Lest he, the repentant man, be swallowed up over much sorrow, and that they may prove their own love, lest Satan take advantage of them. 

Paul knew this was of special concern because Satan looks to take advantage of our mistakes, as a church and as individuals. Satan loves to take advantage: He is a wily merchant selling his goods to whoever will. 2Co 2:9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. 10 To whom ye forgive anything, I forgive also: for if I forgave anything, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; This is the place that everyone of us must take with people who have offended us. What is Jesus’ attitude toward them? It is an attitude of love. If a person sins, is He ready to receive them again? 2Co 2:11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices. The person who does not have a forgiving heart is fertile ground for the devil. When we are ignorant of Satan’s strategies, he is able to take things from us that belong to us in Jesus, things like peace, joy, fellowship, a sense of forgiveness, and victory. Though multitudes of saints would refuse to fellowship with one who takes his father’s wife. Yet they think it is proper to assume headship of the Body of Christ by dictating their own doctrine which is not of the Christ and His Gospel. It is not proper to assume the headship of Christ. That belongs to Jesus Christ alone. 

2Co 2:12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord. Why is this here? It is the Gospel that Paul focused on. It becomes very important for us because he makes a statement in these next few verses where he could severely be criticized. Sometimes in our lives we are criticized in such a manner. Notice Paul says the door to preach the gospel was open unto me of the Lord. Are we not looking for God’s opportunity? The Lord opened the door. Note the door was also opened to us. Re 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. This open door is the opportunity presented to us as a gift of grace from Jesus Christ. He has given us the ability to minister and spread this Gospel, even in the face of opposition. We must step through the door and take advantage of the opportunities of God’s grace which He has provided, to preach this truth and not compromise.

A door was opened to me by the Lord: Paul was interested in ministering where God opened doors. The only way our work for God will be blessed is when it is directed by God. Where we see a door… opened, we can have faith that God will bless the ministry. Where the Lord gives light, there is some work to be done; where he sends forth his labourers, there will be a harvest. 2Co 2:13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from thence into Macedonia. Even though there was an open door, Paul felt he could not do all that he needed to if he did not have Titus there. Paul did not regard himself as a one-man show; he knew he needed other people with him and beside him. Notice that Paul was as much human as anyone else. And you and I can discover our own human weaknesses also. Paul needed Titus at this time and Titus was not there. So what did Paul do? He went to Macedonia. He went to a place where people already loved him and had received the gospel. Even though a great door of opportunity had been open to Paul, he needed to be recharged himself. There are times when we as ministers of God need to be recharged. 

So we don’t find that God reprimanded Paul for doing this. We don’t know what he went through before doing this, but we get the idea that he was very exhausted, and he needed to be recharged or supported by those that loved him. He needed a man like Tutus. And when Titus was not there, he took his leave and went into Macedonia. 2Co 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. Paul had not given up the ministry. This triumphant spirit was probably a direct result of going to be with these Macedonian saints to be recharged. He always causeth us to triumph in Christ, even in other saints. That is why he went to Macedonia. God can make us a savor or the sweetness of His knowledge by us in every place. Thanks be to God who always leads us: Paul dealt with criticism from the Corinthian Christians, who said he was unreliable and fickle because of his travel plans. He had explained himself and his reasons for not arriving when he had previously planned. More than anything, he wanted the Corinthian Christians to know he is following Jesus Christ as his General. More than any plan he may declare to the Corinthian Christians, Paul’s plan is to follow Jesus Christ. Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. Picture Paul, the aged, the man who had been beaten five times with forty stripes save one. 

He who had been dragged forth for dead, the man of great sufferings, who had passed through whole seas of persecution. He says; Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ! To triumph when shiprecked, to triumph when scourged, to triumph in the stocks, to triumph under the stones, to triumph amidst the taunts of the world, to triumph when he was driven from the city and shook off the dust from his feet to triumph at all times in Christ Jesus! Today so many ministers of our modern times just enjoy the world’s applause. Their aim is just to have people admire them. But for one like Paul, so trampled on, so tried, so distressed, to say thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ. We are to follow Paul as he followed Christ. Here is a man who had true faith in God and truly pressed towards the mark for the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Paul sees Christ marching in triumph throughout the whole world, and he sees himself in that conquering train. It is a triumph which, Paul is certain, nothing can stop it. And, Paul sees himself as sharing in the triumph of Jesus, the Captain of the Lord’s Army, and Paul is one of the Lord’s chief officers! And guess what? We are too.

Paul said: Php 3:14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. What are some of the things that Paul had to press in order to get to the mark? Here are some of the things he had to press through. Php 3:10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before. So, Paul sees himself as sharing in the triumph of Jesus, the Captain of the Lord’s Army, and Paul is one of the Lord’s chief officers! And we are too. How? 1Co 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. Ro 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. So, back to: 

2Co 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: Notice the distinction. We are first a savour of Christ unto God and this is what we want to be. What Paul is saying here is whether we minister to the unbeliever or the believer, we are still a sweet savour unto God despite or because of their reaction. This fragrance is like the knowledge of God, which people can smell as the triumphal parade comes by. No sense remains in the memory like a scent. There is nothing we remember more strongly than pleasant smells, except perhaps unpleasant smells. The Apostle Paul wanted his life to be a sweet perfume, floating in the air. This reminds me, and above all it reminds God, of Christ. A sweet savour of Christ! It does not consist so much in what we do, but in our attitude of doing it; not so much in our words or deeds, as in an indefinable sweetness, tenderness, courtesy, unselfishness, and desire to please others to their edification. It is the breath and fragrance of a life hidden with Christ in God, and deriving its aroma from fellowship with Christ. This is produced as we take in the word of God. That is the wonderful fragrance God smells in us; Christ my Lord! So, we wrap the habits of our soul in the sweet lavender of our Lord’s character. This life of victory unto God depends on their acceptance or rejection of the Gospel message. 

A sweet savour unto God of Christ. God can make us a savour or the sweetness of His knowledge by us in every place. We are still a sweet savour unto God because we preach this Gospel message. Then to the one we are the savour of death unto death; that is to the unbeliever. It is to the one that will not accept the gospel that we are preaching. We are still a sweet savour unto God because we preach that message. Even though they do not respond in the way that we would like, yet we are still a sweet savour unto God. 2Co 2:16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? But notice here, to the one we are the savour of death unto death. The word of God is absolutely not neutral. God’s word is going to have an effect. When we give out the word of God it is going to have some kind of effect. To the one we are the savour of death unto death; the one that has rejected the gospel death is the result. But then there is the other side; and to the other the savour of life unto life. When a person believes in the scripture and the person accepts the message that we preach of the truth, then it is a sweet smell of life unto life. Then, who is sufficient for these things? 

He answers that in: 2Co 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 2Co 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. The word corrupt literally means to retail. Sincerity describes something which can bear the test of being held up to the light of the sun and looked at with the sun shining through it.
When the sun shines in brilliance. It will moisten the wax, it will harden clay; when it pours down floods of light on the tropic, it causes vegetation to extremely grow. In sunlight the richest and choicest fruits ripen, and flowers bloom. But note also that the worst reptiles and the most venomous snakes are also brought forth. So, it is with the gospel. Although it is the very sun of righteousness to the world, and although it is God’s best gift, nothing can be comparable to the Gospel for the benefit which it pours forth upon our hearts! But to the world who doesn’t know Christ, it is the savour of death unto death. The gospel is not to blame for this; it is not the fault of God’s truth; it is the fault of those who do not receive it. It is the savour of life unto life to everyone that hears its sound within a heart that is open to its reception. 

It is only death unto death to the man who hates the truth, despises it. Paul spoke and we must speak in the sight of God in Christ: We must always be aware that our first audience in ministry is God Himself. Every word Paul spoke; he spoke in the sight of God. We are no different. There are those today who are making merchandise of the gospel. They do it in words, song, writings, doctrines of error; and in so many ways. But as for ourselves, we must never corrupt the gospel. We must declare the whole council of God. But as of sincerity; sincerity means judged by Son Light. We are judged by God’s word. But as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ or of Christ. This is where we must measure our lives. Paul is speaking here of those who would minister. We must measure our lives by this criteria. That we are doing it in the sight of God and indeed in sincerity and we must make sure that we are speaking of Christ. Jesus is to be the subject of our message. 1Co 9:18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel.
The title of this chapter is for the priest or the minister of the Gospel. The minister is not to focus on success. He is responsible and accountable for what he preaches. If we preach God’s word, and no one gets saved, Jesus will still say, Well done, thou good and faithful Servant! 
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