II Corinthians 12:10 –21 March 5, 2026 The Pride of False Teachers
When we came to Christ, we admitted our spiritual bankruptcy. Pride, however, is a master of spiritual accounting. It makes the individual believe their good works outweigh their debt of sin. Pride whispers that we are, the captain of our soul. If we believe we are doing just fine on our own strength, the idea of a Savior feels like an insult rather than a lifeline. That’s what pride does. Pride rebrands sin by refusing to see the depth of our own brokenness. Pride in a person cannot see the height of the Cross. Pride is, as long as I am looking down on others, I cannot see something that is above me, which is the Cross. Pride looks horizontally rather than vertically, where grace resides. Instead of looking at the holiness of God, the proud person looks at the flaws of their neighbor and thinks, at least I’m not like them. This false sense of moral superiority that is a barrier to repentance. Pride blocks grace! If one believes they are full, they feel no need to be fed. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. Pride is the great robber because it steals the person’s ability to learn and grow. No one can teach a proud person. Pride will keep a person believing they have already arrived; they will stop moving forward. 

Pride believes we have already reached the goal; we’re married. Pride acts as a seal on the mind. To teach someone, there must first be a vacancy. There has to be an admission that there is something they do not yet know or possess. Pride, by its very nature, claims to be full and to have already arrived. To a proud person, admitting ignorance feels like a loss of status or power. Therefore, they treat new information as a threat to be managed rather than a gift to be received. They don't listen to understand; they listen to find a gap in the argument so they can defend their existing position. When a proud person receives correction, even if it is delivered with love, they perceive it as an attack on their identity. Scripture, particularly in Proverbs makes a sharp distinction between the wise man and the scoffer or the proud. Pr 9:8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee. The difference isn't their intelligence; it’s their receptivity. The wise person receives correction to become better. The proud person views correction as an insult that must be punished. So, what is the remedy of the proud? Paul’s messenger of Satan was, ironically, a gift of mercy. This is what Paul faced with these false teachers; there pride. In his chapter, and in contrast to these false teachers, Paul tells us how God kept him.

God kept Paul grounded so that his spiritual height wouldn't lead to a catastrophic fall. By embracing the thorn, Paul and God protected his ministry from the one thing that could truly destroy it: his own ego. The tragedy of pride is that it usually takes a crash to break the seal. This is why the thorn in the flesh was so vital for Paul. Pain is often the only teacher a proud person will listen to, because pain is an undeniable reality that pride cannot explain away. It takes the buffeting of life to create a crack in the armor that pride has developed, and only through that crack can a new lesson of the grace of Christ finally enter. Brokenness is the involuntary collapse of the self that pride has spent years constructing. If pride is a fortified wall that keeps instruction out, brokenness is the breach or crack in that wall. It is the specific antidote because it restores a person’s capacity for reality. Brokenness, whether through failure, loss, or the thorn in the flesh creates an undeniable void. We move from saying “I have the answers” to “I am at the end of myself.” Like the Parable of the Sower, pride is like hard-packed ground where the seed of truth cannot penetrate. Brokenness acts like a plow. A plow doesn't ask the soil to open; it tears it open. 

This is painful, but it exposes the soft, nutrient-rich earth underneath that has been hidden for years. The person becomes tender-hearted. Truth that was once rejected suddenly becomes nourishing and life-saving. Pride survives when a person looks at others faults to feel superior because they have all the truth and no one else has it. Brokenness makes us willing to learn because we realize that truth is more important than knowing we are right. Brokenness is growth. Humility in brokenness is the realization that being right matters less than getting it right. When we stop defending our image, we finally have the hands free to hold the truth. We stop pointing the finger, that you are wrong and realize we need the very grace we’ve been withholding. Growth begins where the need to look perfect ends. A shattered ego creates a clear window into reality. The ego is too proud to admit a flaw, so it projects that flaw onto someone else to make that person feel superior or cleaner by comparison. Pride convinces us that we are the standard and others are the ones failing to meet it. But the humble person looks at another’s fault and thinks, I am capable of that same mistake. A proud person looks at another’s fault and thinks, I would never do that. The more we judge a specific trait in others, the more likely we are trying to suppress that very trait within ourselves.

Refer to: Mt 7:3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. Pride makes us eye surgeons for others while we are blind patients ourselves. Pride allows us to see the truth briefly, but we lack the brokenness or humility to let that truth of God’s word change us. Brokenness realigns our ear to God’s voice. Pride, makes a person’s own internal voice so loud they cannot hear the still, small voice of the Lord. Brokenness brings a profound silence that we need the Lord. When our own plans have failed and our own wisdom has led us into a ditch, we finally become quiet enough to listen to the voice of wisdom which is Christ. Brokenness doesn't fix the person in the way the world thinks, by making them strong again. It fixes the person by making them receptive.  Most people view fixing like a broken bone: you want it to knit back together so it’s hard, rigid, and strong enough to withstand pressure again. 

But in a spiritual character-building sense, brokenness isn't about regaining our armor of pride; it’s about losing the need for it. Pride is like a sealed jar. Nothing can get in, no new ideas, no correction, no grace; because it is full of its own ego. Brokenness is like a cracked jar. The cracks allow the light of truth of God’s word to enter, and they allow the person to finally soak up wisdom from outside themselves. As the Psalmist wrote, Ps 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. God doesn't despise it because it is the only state in which a human is actually capable of being led. We know for sure that from the road to Damascus, Paul had a change of heart. Rather than pleading with the Lord, to remove that thorn once he got this answer that My grace is sufficient for thee. We notice how he changed. He said, 2Co 12:9 … Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. That word infirmities means feebleness; it means malady; it means frailty; and it includes sicknesses. God changed Paul’s whole spirit. If we have a victorious spirit, then that is victory that we are looking for, despite the fact that he did not experience deliverance in his body. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, and notice why? That the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

He discovered a real revelation that when he was in this very weakened condition, he was actually experiencing the very power of Christ resting upon him. 2Co 12:10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,(or insults) in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses (distresses simply means narrowness of room; or calamity; it seems that so many of God’s people are experiencing that today). Then he sums it up when he says, for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. We can say it like this; when I am weak, then and only then, am I strong. This was the secret or the revelation that Paul learned. The further we go with the Lord, the more we learn of the strength of Christ because if not our own so-called strength will try to exalt us. This is the very contrast to pride and the healing that these Corinthian leaders needed. Paul was explaining what God had revealed t him in the Gospel, but hey refused it. Further  Paul says in 2Co 12:11 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing. These Corinthian people forced Paul into the avenue that he took. He says, for I ought to have been commended of you. He doesn’t mean they should have put him on pedestal. 

He meant they should have commended him as an Apostle of Christ. They actually denied him of that place that God had given to him and they had given it to others. 2Co 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. Note what Paul starts with: #1 Patience; James says let patience have her perfect work. This refers to our character. Paul says, my character, my inward character was manifest among you during all of these different times. #2 signs; #3 wonders; he had done great wonders among them and it didn’t seem to faze them. #4 and in mighty deeds; Paul does not exactly elaborate on what all these things were, but what we do know is that it was the spectacular manifestation of the power of God. God gave witness that He was indeed with the Apostle Paul. It was their lives and not their substance that Paul wanted them to have. Paul did not want to be a burden to these Corinthians. Paul says, I seek not yours but you. 2Co 12:14 Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you: for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children. This has to be the burden of every gospel minister; I seek not yours but you. 

He must be seeking the good of the people and not what he can get out of them. Paul says I didn’t come down here to get rich off of you. I came down here to enrich you with the Gospel. Paul certainly didn’t have any money to pass along to them and they didn’t need it anyway. But Paul was this loving father wanting to lay up and impart this spiritual treasure for them. Paul would gladly give everything that he had and he had done that. 2Co 12:15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. The people that you do the most for are those that seem like they reward you the least. They are not as grateful. Sometimes they think you owe it to them. That was Paul’s meaning here. 2Co 12:16 But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with guile. 17 Did I make a gain of you by any of them whom I sent unto you? 18 I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a gain of you? walked we not in the same spirit? walked we not in the same steps? Undoubtedly, he is talking about this brother that had come down to collect that offering. Paul testifies of Titus that he walked in the same spirit and the same steps as Paul. These were following in the steps of the Gospel. 

2Co 12:19 Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speak before God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying. Paul simply leaves his defense to the Lord. Paul did not try and trick them to give to him, but he left it to the Lord. The only thing that Paul was interested in was their edification. This is the purpose of all true Pauline ministers. 2Co 12:20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: 21 And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed. Paul was afraid that he would not see all of the changes that he would have loved to see. Then he says, I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: In other words when I come down to you and these things are not corrected, you are going to find a very bold person. As we would say someone who would bring down the hammer on you and you are not going to like that. Then Paul says further, lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: 

These are the conditions that Paul feared still existed in Corinth. Even after all of his instructions and all of the things that he had told them about, he was still afraid that these things were still here. When you look closely at these eight specific behaviors, you can see how they all sprout from the same root (pride): a preoccupation with self-importance and a refusal to be broken or humble. This is essentially a symptom of a church infected by pride. Note this word, swellings. It literally means to be puffed up or inflated. This is the core of pride. It is a heart that has blown up like a balloon, taking up too much space and becoming fragile and sensitive. The pride in the Corinthian church was not a random accident; it was a cultural infection that was being actively fed by specific leaders. They were learning pride because their new leaders were modeling it. These other leaders of pride were everything Paul was not. They were polished, eloquent, wealthy, and distinguished. They boast of their high-level connections and credentials, and how many they lead in their error. They use professional speech filled with error to dazzle their audience, making Paul’s plain-speaking look contemptible or shameful by comparison. Refer to 2Co 10:10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.

Would Paul find those same conditions in many churches of today? Absolutely Yes! Jesus is judging among the candlesticks today. But one day it is going to be manifest, that the façade or the cover-up that the Church as a whole is putting up will be revealed. It is really hiding a great deal of misery and wickedness behind its pretense, that has never been repented of. Much of it, men are trying to justify and God is not going to permit that. We started Chapter 11 with the bride of Christ and if these things spoken of at the end of this chapter be, can she be called a virgin? If these things exist, can we call the Church as a whole a chaste virgin to be presented to Christ? The answer is no. But there is a rib portion out of this body of the Church that is going to have that virgin character and they are going to be presented to Christ. It is the ones who maintain a virgin character and are not disqualified by the pride and swellings that Paul warned about. Scripture points to a specific path of sanctification and humility. Paul explicitly uses the words chaste virgin when writing to the Corinthians, but he connects it directly to mental and spiritual purity. How are we to be part of this: Guard your simplicity. Pride complicates the Gospel; humility keeps it simple. You must stay focused on Christ alone, refusing to let your mind be corrupted by the so-called super-leader style of boasting and self-exaltation. 

To be presented without spot or wrinkle, a person must undergo a continuous washing. Ephesians 5:26-27: That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. We must stay under the washing of the Word of God. This isn’t just reading; it is allowing the Truth of the scriptures to scrub away the spots and any of the wrinkles of worldliness. The rib portion is composed of those who allow the Word of God to correct them. Hebrews 4:12: For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  A proud person uses the Word to judge others. The virgin company lets the Word of God judge them. They allow the sword of the Word to separate them. 2Co 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you. Paul explicitly states that the function of the Word of God doesn’t just to comfort us, but it straightens us. 2 Timothy 3:16-17: All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. If a person rejects reproof or correction, they are effectively rejecting the tools God uses to fashion the Bride. Paul gives us instructions to withdraw from such leaders that were leading these Corinthians astray into pride. Further Paul says: 1Ti 6:4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, 5 Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such withdraw thyself. Perverse disputings  refers to constant, friction against the truth by error. These aren't people seeking truth.Their thinking process is warped. Because their minds are puffed up as Paul mentions in verse 4, proud, knowing nothing. They can no longer process reality correctly. This is identical to the debates, strifes, and tumults  Paul feared in 2 Corinthians 12:20. Pride makes people argumentative because they value being right. To be part of that rib portion and to be the full-overcomers who make up the Bride requires a deliberate departure from the super leader culture of self-promotion and a deep dive into the separated life with Christ. Being a full overcomer isn't about working harder; it’s about surrendering sooner. 

Here is the scriptural basis in Paul’s epistles on how to remain in that company. 1. Exchange Self-Confidence for Christ-Confidence. The so-called super leaders of pride live by their credentials. The Bride lives by her oneness with Christ. Paul gives us the secret to this transition in Philippians 3:3: For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. To be a full overcomer, we must treat our own achievements as loss. Php 3:7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. This is so that Christ’s life is the only thing visible. Then we must embrace the thorn as a protective hedge. What do we have that Christ has not given us? Absolutely nothing; He has given us everything we have right now. The thorn was Paul's insurance policy against pride. Full overcomers don't just endure their thorn; they understand their purpose. When we face buffeting or weakness, do not view it as a sign of God’s abandonment. View it as God’s sanctifying hand keeping us small enough to fit through the strait gate. 

Mt 7:13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Maintain a Single-Eye of Devotion to the things of Christ which is the secret to the Virgin Character. The world and the puffed-up church will try to distract us with complex debates, status, and theological gain. The Bride is defined by a singular focus. Col 3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. Guard your simplicity! The Bride’s beauty is our focus on Christ, not on our crown. What is the Path of the Full Overcomer? Paul's instructions to the faithful: 2 Cor 6:17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate. Withdraw from prideful systems. Then mortification: Col 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth. Kill the ego before it kills our witness. 

Submission: Eph 5:21Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. The proud cannot submit; the Bride delights in Sanctification:1Thess 4:3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification.  Again we must allow the Word of God to scrub the soul. Endurance: 2 Tim 2:12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him.  If there is no cross, then no crown. Humility: Phil 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus. Watchfulness: 1Thess 5:6 Let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. Remain alert to the subtlety of the serpent. Then one of the Final Marks of Paul’s instructions: The ultimate sign of the “rib company” is that they have stopped pretending. They are broken and contrite. They don't have a private face and a public face. 2 Corinthians 4:2: But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. How do we start today if that is what we need? Invite the Surgery! Ask the Holy Spirit to use the Word of God as a discerner of our thoughts. We can immediately go to the Cross and find comfort there. The Bride is not a group of perfect people; she is a group of yielded people.
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