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There are 7 proofs of Paul’s ministry in this chapter. This chapter talks about divine stewardship.
V1 and 2 he was found faithful. V 3-5 he was blameless in labor. V6 brings out true humility. V7-13 is suffering and any faithful minister is going to have a certain amount of suffering in his life. V 14-16 is a father’s spirit and Paul was that example for us. V17, he had a concern for their welfare and anyone who will be in the ministry must have a concern for the people’s welfare. V18-21 is Paul’s personal visit and he had such a personal interest in them. A dispensation of the Gospel was committed to the Apostle Paul. Col 1:25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; Paul was the Apostle to the Church to fill full the word of God. 1Co 4:1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. This word ministers means an under oarsman. Paul’s writings used metaphors that people knew about. An under oarsman is the company of men that would pull on these oars. They didn’t have diesel engines and so forth, so men would use oars to drive the ship. 

They had to have one who oversaw these men so that they were all pulling at the same time. An under oarsman is one who is acting under the direction of another. This is exactly what Paul was. He was a minister of Christ. He was an under oarsman or subordinate of Christ. He was taking his orders or cues from Christ Himself. A steward is a caretaker, overseer, or a manager. Paul said we must be faithful as stewards of the mysteries of God. The mysteries of God refer to the deep things of God. As Christians we want to spend time learning what those mysteries are. It is by spending time studying to get the spiritual understanding and the depths of the truth and the mysteries that God has for us. There are many false doctrines being taught, and to know the truth, we must apply ourselves in a practical way to study the word of God. We have all the provisions that have been provided by God, but to withhold the practical side of applying the Gospel to our lives will not help us grow. Paul says, we must be a steward of the mysteries of God. This means we must be a faithful steward in learning what that mystery is and then be a faithful steward in giving that mystery out. 

We must be faithful in giving that mystery out which is the whole truth of God’s word. So, many of the mysteries of God are NOT popular with the world and the majority of Christendom today. They don’t want to hear about those deep things of God because those mysteries bring glory unto God and to Christ rather than to the flesh. 1Co 4:2  Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. A steward to be found Faithful in what? Giving out the whole truth! We must spend time studying and going into the spiritual understanding and the depths of the truth and the mysteries that God has for us. As our example, Paul was faithful to the will of God. Faithful is the key word if a person is going to be a steward. Compare with Lu 16:11 Jesus said if you are not faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 1Co 4:3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. Some were judging Paul as to the success of the ministry. He was being judged according to the standard of the day or according to man’s standard of success. That standard has changed down through the years. Today the standard seems to be how big a building you can built; how many programs you can have; how big the music is; what kind of outreach do you have; He did not attempt to evaluate his own ministry, but left such judgment to the Lord. 
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Then Paul makes this very important statement; yea, I judge not mine own self. He is not judging his own ministry as to the success or failure. 1Co 4:4 For I know nothing by myself; (rather, nothing against myself), yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. It is because every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but God examines the hearts. Paul says I don’t know of anything against me that would point to the un-success of this ministry. But notice, yet am I not hereby justified. Just because I don’t see anything wrong, that is not why I am justified in this ministry. He that judgeth me is the Lord. It is the Lord who must discern or determine or evaluate whether a ministry is successful or whether it is not. At Corinth there were faithful men, dear to God, like the Apostle Paul, who were ridiculed and cast out because they wanted to learn and teach others this Gospel. That is the same thing the devil is trying to do today. He is trying to keep people from the truth. That is what will grow them into Christ in all things.1Co 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

When is the time? The time is now! Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. The hidden things of darkness; compare with Hebrews 4:13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. God sees everything and nothing is hidden from Him. There are some who might look at certain ministries in little towns with not many people. Who is anyone to judge whether they are successful or not, that’s God’s business. It is the people there that God is concerned with. We look at the Ephesians assembly back in Paul’s day. It was in the house of Aquila and Priscilla and yet that was a very spiritual meeting. This is one that God would approve. Then the Corinthian assembly judging by what Paul wrote to them God did not approve of them. Then the Churches in Revelation, there are only two of them that didn’t have something against them, the other five, He did have a whole lot against them. It is according to God’s judgment. This does not mean some far-off distant day. Compare with Re 1:14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; It is Jesus who has those piercing eyes. 

The judgment of these seven Churches does not take place after the Church age is over. It is taking place right now during the Church age. The Lord will bring to light the hidden things of darkness. How? Through the scripture. Through the light of God’s word. God has shown so many things down through the years. Things that were not right yet they came to light through the word of God. God will correct the way in which things are going. Then He will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: He does that today through the wonders of His word. Compare this with Heb 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. This happens now. Then notice, every man shall have praise of God and we may see some of this today, but the real reward will come after we are in glory. We are going to be rewarded for the things that have been revealed even now. 1Co 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 
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1Co 4:6 And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another. How do we learn; apply ourselves to scriptures. These things refers to leaving everything to the Lord, let the Lord judge this; let God bring these different things to light; to give things over into His hands. Then we have the purpose; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which is written. Paul says it this way; follow me as I follow Christ. It is Christ that men should see in the life of the minister. That is who we are to follow. Then he says, that no one of you be puffed up for one against another. There have been those that receive such praise that they have become puffed up. This is not to be done. 1Co 4:7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? We can only glory in Jesus Christ and praise Him for such a Privilege for allowing us to have anything. For who maketh thee to differ from another? Anyone who would minister the Gospel must realize this. If a person is able to give out the word of God, who did that? Notice this! 

What hast thou that thou didst not receive? We cannot boast in something as we were the ones responsible for the gift that God has given us. What do we have that we didn’t receive? It is God who gives us that gift and not something that we invented. Now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? Why are we glorying in ourself as the one responsible for it rather than giving the glory unto God. Compare this to Ro 12:3 where Paul tells us the same thing that it is because of divine grace that God has given us these gifts. Ro 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 1Co 4:8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. Rev 3:17 says about the Laodicean church the following: because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: These Corinthians were the same in that they were self-righteous and independent. This is a testimony of the Corinthians as well as the Church today. 

Now you are full. That is the place which the Church as a whole has come to. They are full and so satisfied that there is no room for anything else. There is no real dependence on the Lord. That does not have to be in our own experience today. God is able to show us our need of Christ and we must never grow out of that. We must never get to the place that we are so satisfied that there is no room for Him. The Corinthians were rich and we see how Paul contrasts them to the Macedonian saints who were poor and gave much more than the Corinthians did. This rich means independent. You have reigned as kings meaning happy like kings without us and the same thing is true in the Church today. The Church is trying reign, but without Paul’s Gospel. They are comparing their crowns with each other instead of seeking the Lord and giving Him the glory. There are only a few who know the depths of Paul’s message and dare to preach it. Then Paul says, I would to God ye did reign. I wish you were the full overcomers, the victorious ones over all sin and unrighteousness. I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. 1Co 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. Paul did not indicate that God put the Apostles up on a pedestal for people to glory in them and to wonder after them. 
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That is the problem that we find in the first two chapters of this book, men were following men rather than Christ. So Paul says that is not the way that God intended it. He said, 1Co 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: This is the same path that Jesus took by death. He was under the sentence of death from the time that He came into this world. Satan tried to snuff out His life. The same thing is true of those today that would publish the Gospel message. We are made a spectacle. That word spectacle means a theater unto the world, and to angels, and to men. That is true today that the true ministers of the Gospel are on display to the world today and often times they are ridiculed like being on theater for the stand that they take. Note how Paul says this; God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: God made us last; nor was he satisfied with saying, last, but he added also, doomed to death. Paul and his fellow apostles were like gladiators doomed to be flung to the wild beasts. Paul had fought with beasts at Ephesus and was beaten, shipped wrecked, and so many things until finally he was beheaded. He was a spectacle of the Grecian games and to the world, to angels, and to men. Paul gave his heart to Christ, and having done so, he gave up everything for Christ. He did this to preach to men and women that hated him.

 It was to give us this Gospel. There was no exaggeration in the apostle Paul’s language. Paul spoke the plain truth when he represented himself as standing before the universe as a witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. He was a true spectacle to the world, to angels, and to all men. 1Co 4:10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honorable, but we are despised. For the wisdom of God is to them that perish foolishness; When we begin to publish the wisdom of God, we are going to appear like an absolute fool in the eyes of the world. You are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ, but they were wise in their own conceits and did not recognize the wisdom that Paul had. Our way as Christians is the way of weakness. We are weak, but ye are strong and men do not like the way of weakness. You are honorable, but we are despised and that is the way of the Christian experience. 1Co 4:11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place; Buffeted means slapped in the face with the fist. Having no certain dwelling place. Paul describes this treatment that he received in Corinthians 11:24; Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 

25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. Then Paul said in this same chapter of 2 Corinthians 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. He warns the church here about ministers that would lead them astray and compares them with Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. This homelessness was among the severest of all trials in these days for Paul. Mt 8:20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 
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Remember what Paul said about the Corinthians, they were rich, they reigned as kings (fat and happy) and they were among the elite and yet Paul was left to go hungry, and thirsty, and are naked. The Corinthians had the wherewithal to see to it that Paul had plenty to eat and to drink and be clothed and they did not do that. They did not support the Apostle Paul the way that they should have supported him. Paul says later just because you did not support me does not mean that I am not going to preach the Gospel to you. So it is with any minister of the Gospel, we must preach the message for the sake of the message itself, not because we would be rewarded monetarily for it. We are buffeted and this buffeting can come from the enemy no matter how well you might be supported by a congregation. Satan is still going to get his licks in one way or another. We have no certain dwelling place. Paul follows Christ exactly that way. 1Co 4:12 And labor, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it: He was reviled because of the Gospel, but noticed he blessed. This reminds us of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

There will be those that persecute, and Paul says we suffer that. 1Co 4:13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. This is the way of the message of the Gospel. Remember they said this of Paul in Ac 24:5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: How few today are willing to follow Paul’s example. 1Co 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 1Co 4:14 I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. 15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Paul means, I am not out here to make you feel bad or embarrass you, but he says, I am warning you. He was warning them for their own spiritual development. Or in other words, you need to change your attitude; you need to change your activity; you need to change your response; you need to correct these things that are wrong. The price of joint-heirship with Christ Romans is; if so be that we suffer with Him. Ro 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

1Co 4:15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus, I have begotten you through the gospel. They were lacking fathers. Paul was not the only minister that came to Corinth, but they did not preach the same message Paul did. They actually tried to tear down what he was building. Paul took exception to that. You hate to build up something and someone else comes along and tears it down. There were many coming through Corinth and instructing the people with all of these different doctrines, but Paul says you have not many fathers. In other words they do not have the personal interest that I do. I have your interest at heart. Paul had a father’s heart for these people. He had a father’s love for them and he set that example before them. Paul did not set up all the assemblies, but he did set up this one at Corinth. And in many ways, it was the most disappointing of the assemblies and that is the way it is today. 1Co 4:16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. Wherefore, because I have begotten you, because I have been with you and because I have been a spiritual father to you. I beseech you, I am begging you, to be followers of me. 
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The reason he could tell them that because he was setting the example before them. He was the example of the Gospel before them. This is exactly what every Gospel minister is to be. He must be an example of the message that he preaches where that he can honestly say follow me as I follow Christ. Compare this to 1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. And then compare this with Php 3:17  Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. Then compare this with 1Th 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:  All of these verses bring out the fact that Paul was not trying to build a following on his own. He wanted them to follow the example that he had set in so far as following Christ. 1Co 4:17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church. For this cause means because I want you to be followers of me, as I follow Christ. For this cause, because, as your spiritual father, I naturally take the deepest interest in your wellbeing. 

 For this cause have I sent unto you Timothy, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, and notice what Timothy was going to do. He shall bring you into remembrance of my ways. It was not just his doctrine or the words he used, but it was the ways that Paul walked before them. Paul had the words and the doctrine and the message of the wonderful grace of God, but there is also the way that Paul had of walking in that same grace message. Timothy was going to remind them of my ways which be in Christ. Paul says as I teach everywhere in every church. He meant that he was teaching Paul’s Gospel, this message that God revealed to him, he was teaching it in actual experience. He was teaching it by example by walking it before the people. It was not just telling them what to do but he was showing them what to do and the way to go. 1Co 4:18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you. These people thought they could go their own way with no consequences but Paul is telling them there is a consequence. 1Co 4:19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power. But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will. Paul will come and correct some things that are wrong. 

Paul came soon after writing the Second Epistle of Corinthians. Timothy had started before this letter was sent in Acts 19:22, but he did not reach Corinth till after its arrival. History says that Timothy was unable to go by sea. He had to travel around Macedonia. Paul, on hearing this news was uncertain whether the messenger would reach him in time. These Corinthians were getting restless as to whether Paul would come or not. But Paul could not as a father allow these things to go on in this assembly. And will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power. Paul’s Gospel will try the power of the message not just what people say. Paul’s Gospel will try the power or the effectiveness of the message. This is an example how God’s word works for the believer. All of Paul's purposes and desires depended on the will of God. 1Co 4:19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power. 1Co 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. God gets results from the Gospel and not just people getting saved, healed and filled with the Spirit. This is part of it, but the real power of the Gospel is what change it is making in our spiritual lives. It is changing our hearts. Are we growing up into Christ in all things. Is Jesus being reproduced in us. That is the real power of the message that God wants in our lives. 
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The Corinthians were known for their abundance of philosophies. They used such big words but that isn’t the sign of great power. To whom will Paul’s message come as “a rod”? It will come to the carnal and disobedient. 1Co 4:21 What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness? He would come to them in love in any case; but if they rejected his appeals the love would be forced to manifest itself in sharpness and sternness. Paul’s message will come in one of those two ways and it is up to us as to which way it comes to us. If men will continue in their rebellious ways, in the rejection of the wisdom and the ways of the Lord, then Paul’s message will come as a rod of correction. It will not feel good and it will make people feel uncomfortable. 

But if we are receptive and if we want to know, and if we want God to work in our lives, and perfect that which is lacking in our faith then notice, He will come in love, and in the spirit of meekness doing everything in his power to build us up in the ways of the Lord with the power of this wonderful truth that God has given unto us. So Paul says it’s your choice which one do you want? Do you want me to come in a correcting manner or do I come in a spirit of meekness and love simply seeking to build up and to strengthen you in the faith. We must remember that the word of God cuts the flesh. Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.


