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One thing that 1Corinthians 9 focuses on is the principle of Christian liberty. What do we have liberty or freedom to do.  What is our conscience tell us. God gave a conscience. Paul gives us some further instruction about tithing in1Ti 5:8 But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. The apostle Paul emphasizes that providing for one's family is a primary responsibility that precedes giving to the church. He makes this clear in his first letter to Timothy. Paul’s instruction was to give cheerfully: Each of us should give what we have decided in our heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2Co 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. That doesn’t just mean money, but time, or whatever the Lord puts on our heart. 1Co 9:17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. Our attitude to the ministry is the basis for our reward. It doesn’t make any difference how many people come to hear us or how much money we collect or any other thing that man might measure success of their ministry. 

The results of our ministry that makes the difference is my own attitude of willingness. This is where the reward will be. Paul says if I do this thing willingly regardless of the results if I do it willingly this is where I will have a reward. But if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. The dispensation that he is talking about is the church age. Paul was given the entire gospel for this age. Paul wrote over half of the New Testament even though some would criticize us for studying Paul’s gospel. He has the message for this church age. A complete dispensation of the Gospel was given to Paul and we could say the same thing about Moses a complete dispensation was given to Moses which was the dispensation of Law. The dispensation of Divine Grace was given to Paul. So Paul says if I preach against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me and the reward only comes if I do it willingly. 1Co 9:18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. The one that preaches for hire is the one that refuses to preach unless he gets what he wants in money or whatever. The one like Paul that preaches the gospel for the love of the gospel is the person that God is looking for. 

This is what Paul says. I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. Paul really had power to demand support, but he would not do that at the expense of the gospel message. 1Co 9:18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my power in the gospel. Paul was indebted to no man or owed no favors because of special personal contributions for he had preached without charge. 1Co 9:19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. For though I be free from all men is a powerful statement. There are some gospel ministers that are not free from all men and the reason they are not free is because they agree to preach or not to preach certain things if they are given certain amounts of money. We cannot be obligated to men to preach or not preach certain things because they say we would lose their support. Let those people go and not tie ourselves in this manner. The only way that we can be a servant unto all men is to be free from any obligation to any man or group of men. 
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The next few verse have been said by some that it appears Paul is compromising, but he is not. Paul was just willing to get down on the level of other people in order to reach them. 1Co 9:20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law. As an example, Paul in Acts 16 circumcised Timothy. Ac 16:3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek. He didn’t have to because Timothy was a Gentile, and Paul knew he wasn’t going to make Timothy any better or worse by circumcision. But in order to gain access unto the Jews, he was willing to circumcise Timothy. Paul went in among these Jews and he realized that it would not hurt anything for Timothy to be circumcised. But it was just in order to reach these Jews. I believe Paul had no problem eating kosher food if it was going to give him access to the Jews. That is not a compromise, but it is simply wisdom in meeting people where they are. Notice the words, to them that are under the law, as under the law. He didn’t put himself under the law, it was just as under the law. He was simply giving them a little leeway. 

When did Paul become as under the law? Ac 21:26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of them. Paul did this to win souls. Paul was bending a little for their sake in order that he might preach the gospel to them. He wanted them to have Christ. Paul participated in Jewish purification ceremonies, which he knew were not necessary for his own life, but he hoped would help build a bridge of ministry to the Jews. As well, in Acts 16:3 Paul had Timothy circumcised, again, not because it was necessary, but because it could be helpful in getting ministry done among the Jews.  1Co 9:21 To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. This means that he became as a Gentile. He did not become lawless. He did not demand that they go by the strict economy of Israel. He is talking about Joh 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. This is the law to Christ which Paul lived by; it is the law of divine love.

1Co 9:22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. One way Paul become as weak is in 1Co 8:13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. Rather than offend some, Paul would not waive these things in the faces of these men instead he would withhold himself from eating these things. It was in order to win souls or win them to Christ. If there are people who are weak, Paul says I can forsake my ability to eat meat offered to idols or to drink wine, but he wanted to gain the weak. V21 and 22 reflect an attitude and not just conduct. Paul by his attitude is meeting all these people on their own level.  That is what Jesus did and does for us. He meets us on our level. Paul’s purpose in becoming all things to all people was that he might win them to Christ. 1Co 9:23 And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. Paul didn’t do this to gain a great following, but for the Gospel. When we have this kind of love for the Gospel, this is what will determine our reward. This is the secret of preaching the Gospel. The one who is preaching it takes it in right along with everybody else. We are going to partake of this message together. The Gospel for Paul and for us is: It was not to get money, influence, or honor, but to save souls! 
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It was not to get luxury but to increase our labors. It was not to save his life or our life, but rather, it is to please and glorify Jesus Christ and to win Christ. It is to win Christ as bridegroom. Part of Paul’s race was to preach the Gospel. Our ministry, no matter who we are in the body of Christ, our interaction with other people and our ministry, is a part of our running the race. 1Co 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. Paul was ministering to some very carnal baby Christians and yet with this phrase, he introduces one of the deepest truths that there is in scripture and that is the bridal truth. He just mentions this bridal truth here but he enlarges it to the Philippians who were mature saints in the book of Philippians. This should be enough for the whole church to see that the whole church will not win the same thing, because it is not taught. Paul further states to run, that ye may obtain. It means that we must put some effort into it. Focus on these lats words of Paul in this
Chapter. 1Co 9:24  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

 27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. If we can imagine for a moment what the Apostle Paul could have been thinking as he wrote this. Could it be that he first sees souls that needs Christ. Maybe there is an expression of pain on his brow, and of the sorrow of the heart in his fixed eye, as he realizes that these men are not fully conscious of their relationship to Christ and therefore are imperfect in their appreciation of others and themselves. We know that the running in most meetings today is sadly in the name of ministries, which like the woodpile and haystack, will end up in smoke. Calvary is at most weaved as a scarlet thread through the teaching. As Paul looks upon the landscape, the Corinthian citadel, the sloping hills, the marble seats and the eager crowds for the Olympic games to begin. The Apostle Paul’s mind is upon the symbolism of the games. The racecourse attracts his attention, the training, the diet, the willing temperance, the athlete, and the condition to succeed. What a picture of what is essential to us who would run the Christian race and win Christ the prize. Between some folks there is a resemblance and, others a vast dissimilarity. 

Some do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible crown. To some their prize is a chaplet of pine leaves, which soon fade, but our prize, the Bridegroom from on high, and an eternal inheritance. Then there was a proud moment when the successful runner had the chaplet of leaves put on his brow. But there will be a grander moment for the Christian when the pierced hand of Jesus places the Crown of Glory upon our head. If men endure so much and strive for the corruptible, how much more should we endure and strive in order to obtain the incorruptible. Paul’s will was so on fire with sacred ambition and he sought to inspire his hearers and readers.
We must Cry to the Lord that He would inflame our will, that it would be aligned with His will. 
When a man’s will is fully set to do something such as Paul; and when his will was set resolvedly to go up to Jerusalem in Acts 21:13 for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. We must always remember, without the Grace of God we cannot run. Looking unto Jesus: The idea of the verb is that of looking away from. We must always have our eyes fixed on the Lord and not on the things of this world. 
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How many people see Jesus, the cross, the shame, the honor, the resurrection power, the richness & depth of His Glory. The world can’t see these things. When we look to Jesus, we not only look to the example, but to the goal, to be full overcomers and win Him. We also have a joy set before us that we will soon be with Him. Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him is our joy as well. Note: In the book of Hebrews there are 2 divisions, His Humiliation & His exaltation. By faith, the Lord Jesus endured the humiliation of this life and, 
All who follow Christ as their leader in the race course & overcome shall win the Prize. This joy for our Lord is future when we will be with Him. His joy is sharing eternity and all it encompasses with us whom He so loved that He gave all He to purchase the peril of great price.
In John 17:5, 13,14, 22-26, Jesus gave such beautiful words in the prayer for us. He said, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. Father I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. And the glory which thou gavest me, Father, I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:

Everyone in this world desires happiness, even Balaam said, “Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!” The Apostle Paul desired our best, in that he writes these words of counsel, which if taken will be for our advantage. Paul’s will was inflamed with love for Christ therefore any persuasion otherwise was useless. Romans 8 is full of Christ and this Chapter is like a stream that gathers strength & volume as it flows. It begins with freedom from condemnation & ends by placing us on the summit of victory, radiant with the love of God. Paul’s Grand outburst, that he can’t contain any longer is: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. This is Love’s hindrances and love’s triumphs. 

Note that it is adverse powers & influences, not our own failure in perseverance that is in view. To be severed from Christ’s love means utter loss. This love endured His anguish in the garden and on the cross. The new life is dependent on the continued manifestation of this love. Remove the sunlight and the plant sickens and dies. Life is filled with jeopardy; Life perpetually tries us.
Even life with its distractions, will not be allowed to separate us from the love of Christ. The trials of life cannot defeat the purpose of Christ’s love. We not only conquer in spite of the trials, we conquer all the more because of them. Hindrances turn into friends. The will is one of the chief things that turn the wheel. God knows that full well and so likewise does the devil. Phil 2:13 says For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. God is for making a willing people. There seems to be a double working here implied, Man’s freedom and God’s sovereignty. God delights in this work of perfecting the saints. Then looking unto Jesus, we look to the giver of the crown of life, Christ Himself, who suffered, and overcame. On His head are many crowns. He counts the crowns of His people as His Own. Then there is the wearer of the crown, we must share the strife and bear our cross. 
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The crown of thorns and suffering comes before the crown of victory. The athlete themselves had to undergo severe discipline, under the guidance of a skillful trainer. They had to endure many hardships. Our trainer the Holy Spirit will not leave us. He is forever our Comforter. We know this life is a contest with enemies. We have a Trinity for us as well as a trinity against us. The world, the flesh, and the devil. We not only run but we fight, we stand and withstand, and stand again. We must be wholehearted. The halfhearted do not go far from the starting point. But we must always remember, without the Grace of God we cannot run. There are those men of training that have gone before us as our examples; Joseph sent into bondage; Moses to the Egyptian court and the Horeb desert; David into the wilderness; Our dearest Lord into the scenes of temptation and the Apostle Paul into Arabia. Hebrews 12:1 We also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses. All these witnesses have the same story to tell, not like the spectators who cheer for one side or the other. Witnesses to faith, not just a cloud, but a great cloud focused on one purpose. Faith is their substance. They finished their course went through trials.

In the long procession of the heroes of faith, Our Lord Jesus Christ is at the head, He is the leader & in Him faith appears in full and perfected Glory. Tier upon tier on both sides of the racecourse the spectators watch. The cloud was large at the time of this writing. It is immensely larger now, shinning bright then, but what a heart of light it now has radiating its truth & encouragement for all who have eyes to see. Then there is the value of the crown. It is not a material crown like the wreath of fading leaves. It is a crown of Righteousness. It blooms perennially in the atmosphere of heaven. If you watch men and women today; how vain are the rewards of earthly ambition and the price that men pay often for their success is such a costly one. They surrender that which is far more precious than the thing they gain. But the heavenly racer is the opposite. “Though a man strive for the mastery,” says Paul, “yet he is not crowned, unless he strive lawfully.” If we do not overcome, or win the prize, what will be the better for our running? How many today are losing their labor, spending pain and time to no purpose? Oh how sad will the state of those that miss. 

Eph 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart.
Run not as those, they have their understanding darkened, their hearts blinded. That is the reason they have such undervaluing thoughts of the Lord Jesus Christ. For when we see, and we do see, what a God, what a Christ, what an eternal Glory, there is to be enjoyed, then we will run that we may obtain. Observe, that this running is not an ordinary, or any sort of running, but it is of the swiftest sort. This running in another place is called a pressing. In Philippians, Paul tells us, “I press toward the mark,” which signifies that they that will have God’s best must, by the Grace of God, press through the difficulties and thrust through all that may stand in the way of overcoming. Then in still another place this running is called a continuing in the way of life. Col 1:23 says “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel.” We are not to run a little now and then, by fits and starts, but to run through the difficulties, and continue to the end of the race, which must be to the end of this life t till we meet Him in the air. Now as we look back upon our scene, we look upon the stadium, tier upon tier are the seats crowded with spectators. At this end stand the competing athletes, awaiting the signal to start. At the other end the judge holding in his hand the wreath that will fade. 
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The racer could not just run anywhere, but he must pursue the course marked out for him. So in the Christian life the race is set before us. It is marked out by the Word of God. At conversion, we take our place on the racecourse and have our names proclaimed by the herald. The leading ideas here are as follows: By the grace of God, we are to: Progress; forgetting those things, which are behind, and stretching forward to those things, which are before, I press on. Earnestness; The Christian life is one of strenuous effort. It is a course of faith, obedience, love and patience. Concentration; One thing I do. The runner must have his eye on the goal and all else out of view; wholeheartedly he bends his whole strength to this single effort for the prize.
Endurance; Let us run with patience, the Christian life is not soon over. The cross must be borne to the end. By the Grace of God we must persevere. The apostle Paul further states in our last verse of this chapter 1 Cor 9:27, I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection. He wants his body to be in the direction of the nature and functions of the resurrection body. What! Is the body a contestant against us? Is it an adversary to be bruised and beaten and made to know its place?
The body is so sensitive to itself, so in love with its own enjoyments, so enslaved to its lusts and appetites, that it must be kept under and brought into subjection.

Then the question, how should we run? What direction are we running? Paul said, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” Paul’s message is what will keep us on the path to win Christ. The Apostle Paul, said,” Romans 1:11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, (Gospel of Grace) to the end ye may be established. (to set fast, i.e. (literally) to turn resolutely in a certain direction). Then on the race course there will be many discouragements that will endeavor to weaken us. If Satan cannot win by flatteries, he will try discouragement. David said, Ps 27:13 “I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD. He says it twice wait on the Lord. The meaning of the word wait is that of twisting, a cord, or a measuring line. A three-fold cord is not quickly broken. As faith cannot live alone, it must have its two children love and hope with it continually. The gold of divinity, the silver of redemption and precious stones are turned into living stones along the journey. There are many 3’s in the Bible. 

Therefore we must encourage ourselves with the freeness of the promises, the tender-heartedness of our loving Savior, the merits of His blood, the freeness of His invitation to come, the greatness of the pardoned sin, and the wonders of His grace. Meditate on these and let heaviness lift; take heart in your race course and say to them that seek your destruction, as in Mic 7:8 “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.” Note you running this race course is not necessarily a movement. In Hebrews 4:9, it says, “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest. The word labour in the Greek is the same word as study. It is a tremendous labour to study God’s Word. As the labourer looks to the shade of the evening, so let us look to the things above not on the things of the earth. We have the peace of God that passes all understanding. Remember: Isa 40:31 They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles, They shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. We have no confidence in the flesh, counting all things but dung that we might win Christ. Then run with patience. Hindrances will arise, Satan will try to stop you if possible, and men will try to detain you. But Looking unto Jesus, for it is His pleasure that we win. 
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Feed from Shepherd’s hand, climb into His arms, and He will carry you in His bosom, and shall gently lead us on. He ran before us enduring the cross. So run that you may obtain. His faith starts us and takes us through. Looking Unto Jesus, Meditate on the things of yesterday, the love and the mercies of our sweet Savior. When we are low, it is well to sing of the fountainhead of mercy, and of our glorious Lord, Christ Jesus, who undertook our redemption. If we could go back to the years of eternity, where the hills were fashioned, or the fountains of the great deep were scooped out, and if we could see our Lord inscribing our name in His eternal book; if we could see in His loving heart, those eternal thoughts of love for us. Think of yesterday, But if you may not be tuned so high as to yesterday, sing of the mercies that you have experienced. It was a little while ago, of the hour when Jesus met thee; when a blind slave sporting with death He saw thee, and said, “Come poor slave, come with me.” Can you not sing of the rapturous moment when He snapped you from the fetters? He dashed the chains to the earth and set us free. Can we never forget that happy morning, when in the house of God our voice was loud with praise, “I am forgiven, I am forgiven.”

Beloved, “It is the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed and because His compassions fail not.” If we cannot sing very loud, yet sing something like this, “He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.” The child of God acknowledges that he has no right to the least of God’s mercies, but that they come through the channel of grace alone. 
As long as I am out of hell, I have no right to grumble. I should have no right to complain, for I feel, when convinced of sin, that there is no one more deserving to go there than I. However dark the night is, there is always a star or the moon. There is never a night when there is at least one lamp burning up there. But beloved, there is another thing of which to sing yet more sweetly; and that is, we can sing of the day that is to come. As we gaze upon our Bridegroom, we know that He is near our side running with us in this race and stirring and cheering us on. Hear His voice as He says; Run that you may obtain! We can cheer ourselves with the thought of the coming of the Lord. Thy head may be crowned with thorny troubles now, but it shall wear a starry crown directly; thy hand may be filled with cares, but soon it will grasp a harp full of music. 

Let us go on, if this night be ever so dark, remember there is not a night that shall not have a morning, and that morning is soon to come. Then, the chastening of the Lord, strengthens our run. It makes us overcomers by the very trial in the way. When the journey seems so long and the possibility of fainting arises, it is simply the New Life within you growing and increasing in strength. Looking unto Jesus, Lift up the hands that hang down and the feeble knees. Discouragement can be the cruelest of tests. Let us cry out upon our knees in prayer for the weary racers. O Beloved, Have you ever stood at the window in the night and listened? Listened to what? The silence, or maybe imagined the harp of God playing in the heavens. Have you thought of the stars and the eyes of God looking down on you? Can you hear the chant of praises which are loud to the heart? Can you hear that great cloud of witnesses cheering us on, Run that you may obtain!Let us say as the Apostle Paul said, Php 2:16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. Can you hear the Apostle Paul, Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.


