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This chapter seems to answer so many questions of that day. There was so much idolatry and sacrificing unto idols. Christians needed to understand how to conduct themselves whenever they came face to face with these evil things. The same thing is true in our day. Our testimony before the world is so important as we will see in this chapter. 1Co 8:1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. Paul will indicate on down here that not everyone has that same knowledge. Knowledge of the scripture is important. In our day there is so much ignorance. This means people ignore the truth. Ignorance doesn’t necessarily mean people are stupid. There is error that leads people into  mistakes which keeps them in undue bondage. It is because people do not know the truth. In many cases, they do not want to accept the truth. History says that in those days wherever the Jews lived, they required a butcher of their own, who had been trained in the rules and ceremonies which enabled him to decide and to ensure that all the meat which they ate should be clean, not unclean. They could not touch meat which was not certified as free from legal blemish or ceremonial pollution by the affixed leaden seal on which was engraved the word “lawful” (kashar). But Gentiles had always been accustomed to buying meat in the markets. 

This meat consisted of remnants of animals slain as sacrifices, after the priests had had their share. The market was stocked with meat which had been connected with idol sacrifices. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. We cannot just go on the knowledge that we have on certain things. Paul tells us that we must be controlled by divine love. We cannot just go by the knowledge of the letter of the law. It must be tempered with divine love and capture the spirit of what God intends by this. There is a wide distance between theoretic knowledge and heavenly wisdom. James gives an answer to this question. Jas 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 1Co 8:2 And if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. We must practice this verse all the days of our lives. We must always have a teachable spirit. The day we get to the point we can’t learn anything else is the day when we don’t grow any more either. Mere intellectual knowledge, however great it is, is a tree without sap. You ever seen a hollow tree? It has no sap. That is the kind of love that we see from most Christians. I only love this far away. As long as you stay over there. 

There is no strengthening fruit in that love. Love to God is first and then we can demonstrate the love of God. We need a revelation of how much the Lord loves us. How? As we see His love towards as we study the word of God. We begin to understand what the love of God is. The love of God is true knowledge, which builds up the soul. It edifies. It builds us up, not as a house is built up, by putting dead stones and timber together, but as the oak is built up, by the seizing force of the life within. It deepens its roots, and extends and  multiplies its branches, and pushes higher towards the heavens. The love of God is different from human love. God's love is not based on human merit, actions, or flaws; it remains steadfast regardless of circumstances or shortcomings. God’s love endures eternally, never fails, and does not run out. God’s love is fully  engulfed in the selfless act of sacrifice that we have when Jesus died for all humanity. God’s love is His very nature. God is love! This is one of the first truths we must learn. God loves me! The error that Satan brings is you have to do something to earn God’s. That is a lie.
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1Co 8:3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him. The more we love Him, the more intimate God is going to able to be with us. Think of this for a moment; why was Paul talking to these Corinthians about knowledge? It was the conceit of knowledge which was inflating the minds of his Corinthian converts. They were know-it-alls. Paul does not say, “knoweth Him,” he says “is known of Him.” For we have not known Him, but He hath known us. And therefore did Christ say, Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you. Paul says in Ga 4:9 But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Paul uses this same type of language when speaking to the Corinthians whose love was very imperfect. Paul brings down their high-mindedness. First, he points out that not they alone knew the things which they knew; of course they have knowledge. Then he says the thing itself was hurtful so long as it was without love; for knowledge, puffs up. Thirdly, that even joined with love knowledge is not complete nor perfect. For if any man thinketh that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing as yet as he ought to know. In addition, they do not even have this from themselves, but it is a gift from God. 

1Co 8:4 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one. Notice Paul says, we know and we do know. It is not guess-work.  Everywhere on earth no idol is anything in the world; that there is no God but one. What then? are there no idols? no statues?
Indeed there are; but they have no power: neither are they gods, but stones and demons. Paul is now setting himself against both parties; both the cruder sort of ones among them, and those who were lovers of intellectual wisdom. So some of them know nothing more than stones or simple things. The others proclaim that they have certain powers that reside in them, which they also call gods. Paul says to both no idol is anything in the world, and that there is no God but one. 1Co 8:5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.  To us there is one God, the Father, and one Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom are all things, and we through Him. 

Since Paul had said, that an idol is nothing and that there is no other God; and yet there were idols and there were those that were called gods; then Paul says for though there be that are called gods. The key here is they were “called” gods. They were not in reality but in name only: Then Paul said, be it in heaven or on earth: In heaven, meaning the sun and the moon and the stars; for these too the Greeks worshipped. Then upon the earth means demons, and all those who had been made gods by men. But to us there is One God, the Father. There is no God
but one. For it is said in Jer 10:11 … The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens. Then Paul says, of Whom are all things; he means the creation and the bringing of things out of nothing into existence. But when he says, and we by Him, he speaks of the word of faith, as he said before 1 Cor.1:30, but of Him are ye also in Christ Jesus. In two ways we are of Him, by being made when we were not, (natural birth) and then by being made believers (born again). For through Jesus Christ the race of men was both produced out of nothing into existence, and returned from error to the truth. That is the work that God is doing in us as a result of being born again. He is giving us the truth. 
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What is truth? God uses truth to grow us up. He waters us; he nourishes us; he prunes us; he corrects us. Truth in God’s mind is ultimate reality. We need the mind of Christ to grow up into Him in all things! The truth is what does that. God reveals the reality of truth through various ways, including: Through His Word: which contains absolute truth. Through Jesus Christ: Jesus is the embodiment of God’s truth and the ultimate reality of truth. We see Jesus in everything! Then through His Creation: The way God designed and created the world reflects His truth. Everything in the natural speaks of the invisible! In the words of Paul we find that he is so careful here to instruct the result of knowledge and love? Ephesians 4:15 Edification or teaching or instruction. Eph 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: Paul tells us that we must be controlled by divine love. We cannot just go by the knowledge of the letter of the law. It must be tempered with divine love and capture the spirit of what God intends by this. The Holy Spirit is the teacher. Joh 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 

1Co 8:7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. Even the Jews did not and do not know that Jesus is the Christ. So there is not in every man that knowledge of Christ. Christ is what separates the Jews religion and every other religion out there. It is Christ Himself. For some with conscience of the idol; Paul is going to get into this matter of personal conscience and tells us that the conscience of all men is not the same. The conscience of one man will feel guilty about something and the conscience of another will not feel guilty about it. The fault lies in the conscience according to knowledge. Everyone does not have the same knowledge of the scripture and when they don’t there is this fact that their conscience is going to be offended. It is wrongfully offended, but notice. God made us such that if the conscience is offended that person is going to feel guilt regardless of whether it is justified or not. A guilty conscience cannot be ignored. It has to be taken care of. So we must take into consideration what our actions would do to someone else in offending their conscience. Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; 

Paul says that there are some people who believe it is wrong to eat meat that was offered in sacrifice to an idol, but they go ahead and eat it. Then they suffer the consequence of a guilty conscience because of it. And a guilty conscience is a detriment to spiritual growth and our well-being. We have to live with the consequence of sin, but we cannot live with the guilt of it. Men cannot live with a guilty conscience whether it is justified guilt or not, they cannot do it. Knowledge of the truth will wipe away that guilty conscience. Some people think they have to come and pray to God to forgive them for sins they didn’t know they committed. This is not the way that God intends for a man to live his life. Their conscience being weak is defiled; the problem is not that they did anything wrong it is that they think they did something wrong. It is their conscience that is offended. The way out of this condition is by way of the knowledge of the truth. But people don’t want to take the steps to get the knowledge of the truth. They go right on doing what they are doing feeling guilty about it and running back to the Lord for forgiveness time after time and they are not growing any at all. It is like the man who thinks that by touching a dead body he should pollute himself according to the Jewish custom. 
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He would go and ask God for forgiveness because his conscience was defiled. Then seeing others touching it with a clear conscience, but he cannot touch it himself, or he would be polluted. We cannot judge this person because his conscience thinks it is sin. Ro 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another anymore: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way. 14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 15 But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of: 17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Here is the knowledge that Paul had. 1Co 8:8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. Jesus said the same thing in Mt 15:11 Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. Paul said in V8 But meat commendeth us not to God. For neither if we eat are we the better. He means, we don’t stand higher in God’s estimation, as if
we had done anything good or great. Nor if we eat, we are not the worse.

That means, we do not fall in anyway short of others. Note: In Acts 15, they were still wanting to keep the law, Ac 15:5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses. Ac 15:10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as they. Ac 15:24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such commandment: 1Co 8:9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. Paul says this is what you should be concerned about not whether you are eating or not eating. Be concerned whether your life is being an offence to somebody else. Your liberty in eating meat that is offered to idols; is that becoming a stumbling block an offence to offend the weak conscience of your brother.

1Co 8:10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple; Paul says if you are going to eat this meat that has been offered to an idol, you should not do it in the idol’s temple. An example I will not take communion in the Catholic Church. I do not agree with what they stand for. I will take communion just not there. In my travels on a Wednesday night I sometimes decide to go to a Church meeting. When I begin to hear error and sometimes great error, I walk out. I cannot partake of what they are requiring me to do. Sometimes they would want the people to do a certain exercise in order to get something from God. I do not have the liberty for that so I get up and leave. For me I want to please God. Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. We also have to consider how our liberty may be a hindrance to another. 1Co 8:9 … this liberty of yours could become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 1Co 8:11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 
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You know that it doesn’t mean anything to eat this meat offered to idols and it is not going to hurt you, but notice; through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But note what makes us free in Christ. Joh 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. In the verse before (V31) it says If ye continue in my word, it is the truth and being in the word that will set us free. It is the knowledge of the truth that makes us free. 1Co 8:12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. The sin was not eating the meat. The sin was in stumbling your brother. The sin was in wounding his weak conscience, so you sin against Christ. 1Co 8:13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. Even though Paul had the faith to eat anything he wanted to, it did not interfere with his relationship with the Lord, but he said if it is going to offend my brother than I will not eat any meat while the world stands. That is the product of divine love. This where knowledge and love meet. He was his concerned for the weak brother.

In Chapter 9, again the Apostle Paul had been questioned about various things. Human nature was the same then as now and Paul had to deal with the same critics and the same flesh that we deal with today. There were some terrible accusations in Corinthians brought against the apostle Paul and he had to answer those charges. 1Co 9:1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? The word Apostle means sent one. The Apostles laid the foundation so there are no new Apostles. It is because the foundation has already been laid. They already laid a foundation and there is no need to lay a foundation. We are building on the superstructure today. So the spotlight is more on pastors and evangelists and teachers and officials like that. So Paul says am I not an Apostle and evidently there were those that questioned him. So notice how he answers. Am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? One of the qualifying things in order to be an Apostle was that you must have seen Christ. Some believe that the rich young ruler that came to Jesus was Saul of Tarsus. And Paul did see Jesus when he was knocked down on the road to Damascus. Are not ye my work in the Lord? Actually the Corinthians were the proof of Paul’s ministry, so he says in V2. Are not ye my work in the Lord? 

I am not only an apostle, but definitely your apostle. 1Co 4:15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Paul has begotten us through the Gospel. 1Co 9:2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. Paul had established this assembly and he had brought these people to the Lord and into the Church. You Corinthians are actually the proof of me being an Apostle. There were those that were judging as he uses the word examine. When Jesus was accused, He opened not His mouth. We may have to follow that, but there are times when we must give an answer. So Paul felt it necessary to give an answer. 1Co 9:3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this, 4 Have we not power to eat and to drink? 5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? Here are some things that they criticized him of. 1Co 9:5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? There are those that compared him to Cephas or Peter. Peter was a kingdom Apostle but he was looked up to. You know the statement, rob Peter to pay Paul. That is a conflict or a comparison or a contrast between these Apostles. 
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Scripture tells us that we are not supposed to do that. But they were comparing Paul with Peter. Paul just lists the things that parallel their lives. 1Co 9:6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? This means, we have power to quit working for a living and devote all of our time to the ministry. That is what introduces this next segment. Maybe they were accusing him of trying to get rich off the saints. He had quit working and so they thought he was trying to get rich off of the ministry. That would mean that he would expect the people to support him. But this is exactly how it should be done. Paul did not follow this nor did he demand of the people. He could have followed this because that is the way that God has actually ordained it. We know that Paul, when he would go to different places, he did work with his hands. He was a tent maker by trade. He not only took care of his needs but those that were with him. There nothing wrong with a minister of the gospel working. Everyone should work in the beginning, but God really wants the time when the minister can forebear working and devote full time to the ministry. The power to forebear working is that they had power to exact this upon the saints or the people that they were ministering to. 

Paul absolutely refused to do that and we must not put this on the people though many today have not followed that path. Notice what Paul does here. He gives three major examples to why the pastor or the minister of the gospel is to be supported by those that he ministers to. Number 1- 1Co 9:7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? When a soldier is called to the army, he doesn’t have to make his own way. It is the government or the one that he is serving that takes care of the needs that he has. Number 2 - who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? When a man is taking care of a vineyard, he is expected to eat of the fruit. Number 3-  who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?  In these three examples that Paul uses, every one of these illustrations that he uses is a full-time job. A soldier doesn’t show up whenever he feels like it. He is on duty 24-7. The person that takes care of the vineyard does not just show up at harvest time. There is a whole lot of work to be done year-round if he is going to have the crop that he wants to have. Then the sheep are the ones that you have to sleep with in order to protect them and defend them and to bring forth the profit from them. Paul is making exactly the same argument concerning those who are involved in the ministry. It is a full-time job. God ordained it that way. 

1Co 9:8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? Being a pastor is a full-time job. It is not a part time commitment. 1Co 9:9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? This verse is taken from Duet 25:4. And Paul quotes it again in 1Tim 5:18. We know God takes care of the oxen just like the birds and all the other animals. What Paul is getting at is that God had something far more important than just the oxen that he was talking about because the ox is a fitting example of the pastor. The ox is the one that goes round and round all day long threshing out the corn. So we are not to resent that ox for bending down and taking a bite of the corn that he is threshing out. You have to feed him if he is going to keep ministering. 1Co 9:10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. 11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? The sowing of spiritual things is sowing God’s word. This also includes praying for the saints and so forth. 
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1Co 9:12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. Here is the matter, the Corinthians were actually supporting other ministers and ministries, but they refused to support Paul yet he was their pastor. Paul founded this assembly, yet there were others that had come in and they would minister and they would actually demand support from these Corinthian believers. Tithing is just as much a part of the scripture as so many other truths. If Pastors and teachers do not preach tithing, they are actually robbing their hearers of the blessing that God intends for them to have. It is just the same if they preach error or don’t preach any other truth. They rob the people of the blessing that God intends for them to have. There are some churches that don’t give their pastor very much at all, but let a visiting pastor come into town and they will pour all kinds of money toward him. This is what Paul was talking about here. It is the pastor that is on the job all the time they deserve the primary sustenance. 1Co 9:12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. Paul says, he would preach the gospel no matter if they gave him anything or not. 

He had that burden to preach the gospel. This should be the dedication of every Gospel minister. Some pastors if they don’t get enough, they will just move on, but that is not God’s way. If we have a burden or a commitment, it must be to the Lord and not for what we would receive from the people. Then Paul says further in v12 but suffer all things, why? lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.  I am not going to allow the gospel to suffer just because certain people won’t support it. This must be our commitment to Gospel message that we have been entrusted with.
1Co 9:13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? The tithe is only mentioned twice in Paul’s Gospel but that does not mean that Paul did not teach tithing and of course Jesus taught tithing. Some say they don’t tithe because it is part of the law, but Abraham paid tithes to Melchisedec 430 years before the law was ever given. The tithe did not originate with the law. It was God that ordained the tithe in order that the Levites might have their sustenance. Compare with Numbers 18:21 it refers to those Levites that were supported directly by the Tithe. Over in Nehemiah’s time he came and found the Levites working in the field. 

Nehemiah asked what in the world is going on here. They told him that there was nothing in the Temple for the Levites to live on. There was nothing coming in so they had to go back and work in the fields. Nehemiah set that in order in a hurry. He made sure that the tithe came in like it was supposed to so those Levites could be in their rightful place of ministry. They could not be out ministering in the field and still minister in the holy things. The same thing is true today that the minister must be able to devote full time to that ministry without always having to go out and work to support his family. This is what Paul is talking about here. In the Old Testament the priest and the Levites got a portion of the offerings that were offered unto the Lord. (they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar). The problem here was these Corinthians were supporting false teachers? Refer to 2Co 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 
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16 I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little. 17 That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting. 18 Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. 19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. 20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face. 1Co 9:14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. We that preach this Gospel are to be receivers of the same message that we preach. 1Co 9:15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void. Paul says, I have not demanded this support under any threat to not preach the gospel. Further Paul is saying, I am not telling you this for my own personal gain and benefit. This is why some ministers don’t want to teach on tithing because people will say I am just trying to enrich my family. Paul was confronted with the same thing but he said, I have not done this that it might be so done unto me. Notice he says further, it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void. 

What was Paul glorying in? He gloried in the fact that he was making the gospel without charge. We also must do the same thing. Preaching the gospel must be because of the Gospel itself. It is because of the love of the Truth! When we do that God will see to it that we are supported. It may not even be from the people that we are ministering to. Paul found that again and again. He found that the Corinthians did not support him though they were a very rich assembly. But Paul in 2nd Corinthians suffered hunger, nakedness, and all of these things at the time he was ministering to the Corinthians. But note what Paul said of the Macedonians. They were very poor people and they supplied Paul’s need. Refer to: 2Co 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also. This is the truth of God. When one does not minister to the needs of His ministers, God will find somebody that will. God will always take care of His own ministers. So Paul says, my preaching the gospel without charge is what I really glory in. Whom did he imitate in this?
Jesus Christ. Follow Paul as he followed Christ. 1Co 9:16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel! It is necessity to the Lord. It does not mean the necessity of trying to make a living. Paul had such a commitment unto the Lord to preach the gospel. This is the necessity that he felt.

We will continue next week with 1Co 9:17 

