1Corinthians 16 November 13, 2025
1Co 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Paul has been writing about this collection for Christian Jews. These were saints and he was writing to the Romans and to the Corinthians and what he was doing was taking up a collection from these Gentile assemblies to send to the poor saints at Jerusalem. This collection is specifically for these poor Jews which live in Jerusalem who were having such a hard time. We can compare this with Ro 15:26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. Paul seems to have completed his discourse concerning doctrines. He does not discuss morals in general here, but Paul begins here with temperance and meekness and long-suffering and the rest. For what reason does he do this? Before in the previous chapters, Paul chastised the fornicator; and he corrected those who go to law among Gentiles; he talked about the drunkards and the gluttons; he condemned the seditious, the contentious, and those who loved to have the authority; Paul also had told them concerning the love of God. But here the subject which most pressed on him, was the aid required for the saints. He had persuaded them concerning the resurrection. 

He had spoken to them about sowing unto them spiritual things. Note Paul’s loving heart for all saints. Think of Paul at one time, he persecuted the church. 1Co 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 1Co 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. The tithe is a tenth, but this one was just as God has prospered you. If the Lord has prospered you, then you can give more than some others would do. The Corinthian assembly was a very rich assembly and these people really had a whole lot of material substance and yet from the way that Paul writes, they were just about as tight as anybody could be. They were just as selfish and as greedy as anyone could ever be. So Paul was trying to teach them this grace of giving. Every believer needs to learn that grace of giving. They promised to do that but they didn’t follow through with it. Why was the church in Jerusalem so needy? There may be many reasons. We know they supported a large number of widows (Acts 6:1-6) and they were in the midst of famine (Acts 11:27-30).

1Co 16:3 And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem. 4 And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me. Paul wanted others as we will find in 2 Corinthians 8th and 9th chapters; he wanted things to be above board. He did not want to leave any room for false accusations or that he had taken money that did not belong to him. Whomever you approve by your letters, I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem: Paul wanted a representative from the Christians in Corinth to help deliver the gift to Jerusalem. The Corinthian Christians could choose their own representative. Paul did this to be above reproach in financial matters. 1Co 16:5 Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: for I do pass through Macedonia. Macedonia is the location of the Philippian assembly and Paul uses these saints as the example of real giving in 2Cor chapter 8. They gave beyond what they were able to give for this very offering that he is talking about. 1Co 16:6 And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter with you, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go. This is the closest Paul ever gets to asking for an offering when he said, that ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go. He did not beg for money or any other support. 1Co 16:7 For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. 

I can’t come now, but when I do come, I hope to spend a little bit of time with you, but he adds this if the Lord permit. He said this to signify his love and his outward demonstration of friendship. 1Co 16:8 But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. Why didn’t Paul go to Corinth immediately? Because he sees that God had given him opportunity now in Ephesus. Paul wisely relied not only on his own desires, but also on God’s open doors. Evidently Paul was at Ephesus when he wrote this letter to the Corinthians. So he said he would stay here until the feast of Pentecost is over and the reason is in V9 a great door and an effectual door is open unto me.
1Co 16:9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries. Those things go together. If God opens a door, often times there are so many adversaries also. There is always opposition to what God is trying to do. Some people think it is smooth sailing, but that is not the case. There are always many adversaries trying to stop the work of the Lord.
Note: it was a great door. How could there be many adversaries? Why are there many adversaries? It was because Paul’s faith was great; and because the entrance was great and wide. 

For us, there are many prepared to receive the faith. But for Paul and us there is always the blast of the breath of the devil, because he does want the truth to go forth and have many turning away from him. The enemy is always on the job to deceive whoever he can. Paul said, if the Lord permit, but how did God permit it? Was it that he might be crowned as a mighty man or that he might receive a severe wound. For when after benefits are awarded or a man such as Paul suffers grievously, yet he continually gives thanks. You know what that does to continually gives thanks.  It is a blow to the devil. For it is a great thing, even when our affairs are flowing on prosperously, to show mercy and to follow righteousness. But it is far greater detriment if we or Paul stopped giving out this Gospel. This is what God has called us to do for God’s sake of the truth. So then, though we be in peril, beloved, though we suffer ever so greatly, let us with the greater zeal apply ourselves to our labors for righteousness sake. Let us not ask for our crowns to show them off here, and weaken our reward of such bright crowns which await us in heaven above. Let us not seek for our reward here. But let us rejoice, when doing well we suffer ill. 1Co 16:10 Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. 

Paul had trouble with the Corinthian Christians not respecting his authority as an apostle and as a minister of the gospel. If they didn’t respect Paul, what might they do to a young man like Timothy? So, Paul asks the Corinthian Christians to respect Timothy when he comes. Let no one despise him: This echoes Paul’s later words to Timothy in 1 Timothy 4:12. Apparently, Timothy suffered from both a lack of confidence and a lack of respect. It was important for God’s people not to take advantage of this in Timothy, and it was important for Timothy to never give others reason to despise him. 1Co 16:11 Let no man therefore despise him: but conduct him forth in peace, that he may come unto me: for I look for him with the brethren. That he may come to me: Wherever Timothy was, he was on his way to see Paul, and would probably stop in Corinth on the way. This was also because of Timothy’s youth. He tells these people you respect this man. 
Timothy means honored of God and God intended for these people to honor him because of who he was as being a minister of the Gospel. Again, compare this with 1Tim 4:12. We find a number of places were Paul singled out some individuals that were very valuable to him and that he depended on in order to be encouraged. Paul also needed the encouragement of people too. 


He needed to be reinforced and reaffirmed and there were certain brethren that did that and every one of us need that at times. So one of these was Timothy. 1Co 16:12 As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time.  Apollos was a tremendous minister of God. He had a tremendous zeal of the Lord. But he came and got acquainted with Pricilla and Aquila and they saw that he was not preaching the fullness of the message. They took him aside and began to expound unto him the way of the Lord more perfectly. Apollos was the type of man that was not conceded and proud of his gift that nobody could teach him anything. There ae some today that think they know it all and they can’t learn anything from anyone else. That is so dangerous. Apollos let them teach him. He is a wonderful example of the right attitude that we need to have as having a teachable spirit and one willing to learn truth. Apollos did that and he reached out and laid hold of that and he became even more of an effectual minister of the gospel than he did before. You can read about him in Acts 18:26. 

Paul uses this example which is contrary to what the church does today using boards and councils etc. to make their decisions, but this is not the way it should be. Notice, I greatly desired him to come unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come at this time. Paul was the missionary of missionaries yet he did not try to dictate to Apollos as to when he should come or where he should go. That was between Apollos and the Lord. This is the way that it must be and should be in our day. Men going out to minister must be open to the Lord as to where and when they should go. Apollos did not come at this time. But he will come when he shall have convenient time. When he feels it is of God and God has opened up the way for him then that is what he will do and this is the way we must conduct our own lives. Then Paul gives 5 wonderful admonitions here that he gives to these Corinthians. Number 1. 1Co 16:13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong. It is so important that we be watching for the ways of the Lord and the will of God and what He is wanting us to do. Number two: stand fast in the faith. It is so imperative that we stand fast in the truth that we have been taught and the message that God reveals, because there will be much opposition to it. 

We cannot compromise truth is what Paul is teaching us. We must stand for the wonderful treasures that we have learned from God’s word. Number 3 quit you like men. It means act like men. Don’t act like little children, but act like men (bold) who are going to stand up and do that which is right in the sight of the Lord. Number 4; be strong and it takes strength to stand against the opposition of this world and even the religious error that is taking place today. So many times standing means standing alone. It means being isolated. It is not a popular way. It takes one who is strong in order to do that. Paul says this: Eph 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. What are the wiles of devil. Wiles means cunning craft. Paul is also referring to Eph 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; they lie in wait is the same Greek word as wiles. Why do men who ae used of the devil do? They lie in wait to deceive. Therefore, Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. Number 5; 1Co 16:14 Let all your things be done with charity or love. That is, we must be motivated in everything that we say and do by divine love. That doesn’t mean we become marshmallows. We stand for truth in boldness.

1Co 16:15  I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) This is a wonderful statement. Addiction means you are in something beyond your control. They were driven by the ministry to the saints. That is a real good addiction to have in our lives so that our purpose in life is to minister to people and that should be the ministry of every member of the body of Christ. 1Co 16:16 That ye submit yourselves unto such, and to everyone that helpeth with us, and laboureth. So those people who are ministering the way that they should, Paul says submit yourself unto people like this to everyone that helpeth with us, and laboureth. 1Co 16:17  I am glad of the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. The word Stephanas means crowned and it speaks of those people who will be crowned with that crown of life. Fortunatus means well freighted or well loaded with the gospel. Achaicus means wailing; there really is a segment of people; part of the body of Christ that are wailers so to speak. In other words they are wailing because of the bearing of burdens. Some people God has just given them this place in the body. 

They are burden bearers. That is why they are such prayer warriors. Many times they are weeping and wailing before the Lord because of those burdens they are bearing for one another. Then notice, that which was lacking on your part they have supplied. The Corinthians were a very rich assembly. They could have funded all of the trips of Paul’s missionary journeys, but they didn’t do that. But the work didn’t stop. This is what we find throughout scripture. If a person does not stand up or measure up to what God wants to do, God will find someone else to do it and bless them for it. 1Co 16:18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore acknowledge ye them that are such.  All these different workers have refreshed Paul and it is refreshing to see those who are giving of themselves and to the gospel both of their substance and of their own energy. Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus were the three men who brought these questions of the Corinthian Christians to Paul. Paul sends them back with this letter, Paul asked that they be received as devoted servants of the Lord. Apparently, Stephanas was the head of the household, and Fortunatus and Achaicus were two household slaves of his, who accompanied him on his visit to Paul. 

Fortunatus and Achaicus were common names for slaves at that time. At this time they were freedmen (former slaves).  Paul said, they refreshed my spirit: Paul was especially grateful for their coming, because they ministered to Paul’s needs when they visited. They did what the Corinthian church should have done, but did not (what was lacking on your part they supplied Paul said). Therefore acknowledge such men: Paul could call the household Stephanas the firstfruits of Achaia because they were among the first saved in that region, and were baptized by Paul himself (1 Corinthians 1:16). Again Paul wrote Corinthians from Ephesus. See Acts chapters 18 and 19. 1Co 16:19 The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. Aquila and Priscilla were tremendous Stallworth’s in the faith and were real pillars in the church as we find here. They had a church that was in their house and it prospered. The word salute means to unfold in the arms. It is more than just a casual glance. It is where we embrace people with the arms of our heart. 1Co 16:20 All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with an holy kiss. This is not a fleshly kiss. It is a holy kiss. 1Co 16:21 The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand. 1Co 16:22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. 

This word love here means friendly affection not the agape or the divine love that is spoken of in 1Cor 13. You see a man must have this even to be joined unto Christ. So if a man does not have this love, he says, let him be Anathema which means accursed, Maranatha means the Lord cometh. So it means let him be accursed in view of the coming of the Lord. Paul always looked for the return of Jesus. 1Co 16:23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 1Co 16:24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. It will take the grace of God that we are enabled to overcome and we grow. It is by grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Notice here how Paul ends this book. After all the rebukes and corrections which have gone before, Paul expresses the true tenderness of his feelings toward these saints. 1Co 16:24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. It was through grace by love. These saints were very carnal yet Paul loved them trying to get them to turn unto the ways of the Lord.

Some peoples conception of Christ and His atoning work is so meager that they see Him only as a beautiful character, a lovely man. His death for them does not seem to impress them yet they believe in Him and accept Him as Savior. To them Christ is only a tenth part of an ephah of flour; just a small amount. Le 5:11 But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned shall bring for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he shall put no oil upon it, neither shall he put any frankincense thereon: for it is a sin offering. God saves people upon their confession of faith in Him. But God sees the blood which His Son shed. The meaning of the word love expressed in the above verse is the Greek word phileo. We can understand this meaning by Peter’s first love for Jesus in Matt 16. He could not see the necessity of Jesus dying for mankind. 

Peter loved Jesus as a man at that time but that love grew as the love for the Son of God. After our Lord’s death and resurrection, Jesus enquires of Peter, if he still has only a human love for Him and if he still sees Him as a meal offering only. Peter learned what it is to truly love the Lord. How fitting that this tender mercy of God, this smallest view of the Savior should be placed at the close of this epistle. If anyone does not love the lovely holy character of Jesus Christ as God’s dear Son. If any man does not receive Christ as Paul always preached Him as Christ crucified, died, buried, and resurrected; because God sees Him that way, then the sinner is cursed of God. We know that the curse of God due to every sinner fell upon His Son at Calvary. He who bore the curse once for all men. This is s the eternal blessing to all them that believe on Him. This is a very peculiar ending to this book. It breaths the Father’s heart of the Apostle Paul who said in 1Cor 4:15; ye have not many fathers. What a deep yearning he had for all the saints. 
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