Spiritual Growth! 5/29/2024
Ray Quintana

 
2Pe 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever. Jesus said, Mt 6:27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. We cannot make ourself grow spiritually. The only way to grow in the natural is by eating and the same is true of the spiritual. We must feed on the word of God and thereby we will grow. We cannot put on the glory of God. It must come forth as a matter of course as we take in Christ and the glory of God is revealed in our lives, just like the glory of the flower is revealed by God.

Mt 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. This is what happens when we put God first and seek Him first in our life. Then all of these other things are going to be added unto us. We are going to receive spiritual growth and we will manifest the life of Christ. All our desire to naturally grow will not help us grow unless we take the proper means. It is just so in our spiritual life. Fretting and straining will not enlarge our spiritual manhood. God has Himself revealed the secret of growth.

Paul said in Ro 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. Therein refers to the verses before. This verse means that there are levels of faith. There are levels of believing God. It is as we take in the Gospel and as we are diligent in searching out the scripture, we too go from faith to faith. That is from level of faith to a greater level of faith. Ro 4:12 And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. This verse refers to the steps of faith of our father Abraham. In the life of Abraham, he didn’t believe God all at once. It is step by step. Abraham was promised the son Isaac and it took 25 years of walking through before he had his son Isaac. In that time there were many testing’s of that faith, including having the son Ishmael which was not the promised son. In this walk Abraham had to learn faith step by step and we do too. 

Peter laid down the principles of spiritual growth in the opening chapter of his epistle with great fullness and marvelous clearness and power. The first eleven verses of the chapter one of 2nd Peter unfold the depths and heights of the Christian life. The fifth verse and following are an injunction to grow in grace. Peter says add to your faith and it is isn’t just faith to move mountains. Peter tells something different. Notice the long catalog of spiritual treasures given unto us. In these verses 2Pe 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. The preceding verses give us the standpoint from which this growth is to start. It is nothing less than the experience of sanctification. The persons to whom this is addressed are recognized as having already escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust and having already become partakers of the divine nature. We can actually partake of God’s holiness; His divine nature. There are different degrees of participating in that practical experience. The first part mentioned is having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. This is a wonderful freedom and deliverance. God does not just take the corruption away but He replaced it. God does not leave a void 2Pe 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; This does not mean that the Christian life is one of convenance. We are to give all diligence to it. This must become a way of life. The word diligence means speed or eagerness, or earnestness. There is such a difference in Christians today. Some have that earnestness and eagerness. Some are diligent in pursuing this Christian experience and partaking in the divine nature. So, give all diligence and this is not works as some would think, but Peter says; add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge. We know that faith begins the moment we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and accept Him as our Savior. So, Peter says add to your faith virtue; ( virtue  means valor, excellencies, it refers to the growth of the spiritual man within us; the new man; It’s a development coming to manhood not remaining as children all our lives; spiritual development) and to virtue knowledge; (a real intimate knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself which is unlimited) 6 And to knowledge temperance; (temperance means self-control; but we are not to have self-effort; but when we understand the two natures then we know who self is; the new self is the life of Christ. Temperance is another way of saying Christ control. We must be controlled and regulated by the very life of the Lord Jesus Christ). So, to our knowledge we are to add Christ control. This is where the profit and the fruit lies for us when we are controlled by the life of Christ. Then Peter says add to temperance patience which means cheerful endurance. This cheerfulness will steer us away from depression that tends to drag us down. Jesus said, be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. Patience also is constancy. We must have a constant matter of living our lives before the Lord. Our lives are not to be on fire one day and then the next day we throw all caution to the wind. We must have this as a constant way of life by displaying Christ righteousness in a continuous matter. Patience is an enduring way of life and not just hit and miss. Then add to patience godliness or holiness. This must flow out of our inner most being. That holy thing with the believer is Christ. From this life our practical life must flow. It is the outward expression of the life of Christ. It is the practical message of God’s word revealed in our everyday life. What Peter is telling us and the Apostle Paul has confirmed this is to add Christ to our life or Christ is to be formed in us.

2Pe 1:8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. This refers to all the attributes mentioned above. All of these attributes and characteristics are to be in us by experience. There is not just a trace of them, but they are to abound in our lives. They are to take complete control of our lives. What is the motivation? It is love. Love is the absolute controller of our experience. They will make you, Peter says. These are tools that God is using in order to produce this fruit in our lives. They make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are to have that deep knowledge of Christ and this is also a central message of the Apostle Paul. Not just know certain things but knowing Christ deeply when all these characteristics abound in our lives. Then we come to that deep knowledge of Christ through these various things as we give all diligence to things of God, and add to our faith.

2Pe 1:9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. This doesn’t mean that all these that he said before are gone. There are varying degrees of manifesting every one of these traits from verse 5 on. Peter would have us manifest the fullness of all of these characteristics. So, he that lacketh these things, Peter pronounces him blind. He cannot see afar off and he has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. This doesn’t mean that he has lost his salvation. He is talking about the person that does not give full diligence to these characteristics. In other words, this man does not see the fullness of the truth and he cannot see afar off. That means he cannot see into the deeper things of God. The one that sees afar off is the one that sees into the mysteries of God. Peter’s remedy for that is 2Pe 1:10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: Give diligence, pursuing these things; seeking these things; it is not just a matter of convenience. It cannot just be an afterthought. It must be a priority in our lives daily! There are many things in our lives that enter in such as jobs, school, children, families and so forth. But it is absolutely imperative that we give diligence to the things that Peter has been speaking about here. Peter further states, give diligence to make your calling and election sure. He does not mean try, try and in the end you might get saved. We are saved the minute we believe and we will never lose that. But give diligence to make your calling. What has God called us to? He has called us to more than just being saved from hell. He has called us to more than to experience a few of the wonderful provisions of the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. We must be attentive to the fullness of the calling; the fullness of what God has done. This list that starts in V5 is our calling and we can apply and have the fullness of all of these characteristics revealed and manifested in our lives. Then Peter says election sure. It is the election of being sons of God which indicates maturity. This is what God intends for our lives. Peter says the way to make that sure in practical experience so that it is manifest in our lives is to give all diligence to these things. Peter says if you do these things, ye shall never fall. Again, this is not falling out of your salvation. That is not what Peter is saying. He is saying if you do these things, you shall never come short. You shall not stumble and I am sure that Peter could speak about this matter from experience. There is not one of us that has not stumbled. When we are first saved it does not mean that we will never make a mistake. Even after being filled with the Holy Spirit, we can make mistakes. But if we do these things and these characteristic are in our lives, this will lead us on to more spiritual growth.
It is that experience we become partakers of His nature, and the very person of Christ, through the Holy Ghost. Jesus has come to dwell in our hearts, and by His indwelling becomes to us the substance and support of our spiritual life. The converted soul is a human spirit born from above by the power of the Holy Spirit. The sanctified soul is that human spirit wholly yielded to and wholly possessed and occupied by God’s indwelling presence. That is why we can say, “Not I, but Christ liveth in me.” The effect of this is to deliver us from the corruption that is in the world through lust. God’s indwelling excludes the power of sin and evil desire, which is just what the word lust means. This deliverance from corruption comes first and then the command to grow. God hath provided for our sanctification, and imparted to us His nature and delivered us from the power of sin, and for this very reason we are to grow.
The Apostle Paul loved the Lord. But, if to love Jesus with all the heart; if to devote all the powers of the mind and body to his service; if to count all things but loss to win Christ, and be found in Him, be eagerness and passion; then we do not hesitate to say, that Paul was indeed of all enthusiast, the Chief. Paul prayed for his friends “that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.” That ye may walk. Not that you might talk, not that you might sit down and meditate, and enjoy yourselves, but that you might walk. He aims at practical results. He desires that the saints may be instructed so that they may walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God. Paul would have us producing the best fruit. Without knowledge we cannot be fruitful and our spiritual growth stunted. Knowledge of God is food to the true heart. Oh, to have knowledge placed like good soil around the roots of the soul, to fertilize the mind, to be beautiful, plentiful, sweet, and full. May our Lord, Jesus, to whom the vineyard belongs, receive an abundant reward for all his labor for the vines which he has planted.
    But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. There is no standing except by progression. The way to stand, then, is to go forward; the way to be steadfast is to progress; the way forward, according to the apostle, is to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. There can be no growth in grace except as we grow in our knowledge of Christ. Jesus said, Joh 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. How we need the word of God. Paul said, 1Th 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. So, receive the pure word of God, and we will grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Praise His name! Oh, may the Lord Jesus Christ help us, by giving all diligence, to make the most of our spiritual life and all its opportunities and resources of grace and lay up for ourselves treasures on high which shall never fade away. How will this happen? Study! Study! Giving all diligence to the word of God! Jesus is the word! Amen!
