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Php 3:13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Christian, we are accepted with God in Christ as soon as we believe. To this salvation the Apostle Paul had attained. But while the work of Christ for us is perfect, and we cannot add to it. But the work of the Holy Spirit in us is not perfect, it is continually carried on from day to day, and will be continued throughout our entire lives. We are being “conformed to the image of Christ,” and that process is ongoing, as we advance towards glory. The condition in which a believer should always be found is that of progress. Nearly every figure by which Christians are described in the Bible implies this. We are planted in the Lord’s field, but we are sown that we may grow. “First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.” We are first born into the family of God as we believe. But there are babes, little children, young men, and fathers in Christ Jesus.
The Christian is described as a pilgrim in scripture. He is no pilgrim who sits down rooted in one place. “They go from strength to strength.” The Christian is also compared to a warrior, a wrestler, a competitor in the games. This comparison is opposite of a condition in which nothing more is to be done. They imply energy, the gathering of strength, and the concentration of forces, in order to overthrow the adversaries. The Christian is likened to a runner in a race, figured in the text. A man cannot be a runner who merely holds his ground, being content with his position. He can only run correctly when nearing the mark. Progress is the healthy condition of every Christian. We do that by growing in grace, “adding to faith virtue,” “following on to know the Lord,” and daily receiving grace for grace out of the fulness, which is treasured up in Christ Jesus. It is through the word of God by the power of the Holy Spirit.

     The Apostle Paul not only exhorts us , he appeals to us. He stands among us not to lecture us and be far above his disciples. He puts himself on our level. He says, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended.” He does not give us the details of his own imperfections and deficiencies. But in one word he confesses them, and then declares and burned with eager desire for perfection. This was the one passion of his soul to press towards the great goal of his hopes, the prize of his high calling in Christ Jesus. What a wonderful instructor we have who sympathizes with us. Teaching us to run, Paul himself runs; wishing to fire our holy ambition, he bears testimony to that same ambition within his own spirit. We must have this desire to press for progress in the divine life. There are four things Paul’s states of his present condition. He says, “Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended;” secondly, as placing his past in its proper position; “forgetting the things which are behind;” thirdly, desiring eagerly to a more glorious future; “reaching forth unto those things which are before;” and fourthly, as practically putting forth every effort to obtain what he desired; “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” He did not consider the state of the believer’s heart to be a small matter. He says, “I count,” as if he had taken stock, and made a careful estimate, and had come to a conclusion. He reminds us to keep our heart with all diligence. This is a precept of inspiration, and that a careless walk usually comes to a very sorrowful end. The apostle did take account; but when he had done so he was dissatisfied: “I count not myself to have apprehended.” Nor was that dissatisfaction to be regretted: it was a sign of true grace, a conclusion which is always arrived at when saints judge themselves rightly. This reminds me that; “He who thinks he has obtained everything, hath nothing.” Had Paul been satisfied with his attainments, he would have never pursued more. So, are we to do anything? Scripture says we are to know, reckon and yield. We still must run that we may obtain; we must press toward the mark. This is our choice! Paul honestly wrote, “I press forward.” He felt that he had not yet apprehended all that might be gained. Self-satisfaction rings the death-knell of progress. There must be a discontent with present attainments, or there will never be a striving after the things which are yet beyond. 

Paul had not apprehended all yet. He was a man vastly superior to any of us. Among them that were born of women there has never lived a greater than the Apostle Paul; in sufferings for Christ a martyr of the first class; in ministry for Christ an apostle of foremost degree. Where is there such a man for revelations? He had been caught up into the third heaven, and heard words which it was not lawful for him to utter. Where can we find a match for his character? Here is a man with such godly character yet he says I have not yet apprehended! Paul himself said, “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect.” Self-content is the way to stunt men, and the surest method to keep them weak. The moment a man says, “I have it,” he will no longer try to obtain it. What is it that will keep us on the right path? It will be the word of God that is able to build us up. It is sufficient to grow us up. 
These are the last days and we must not become complacent. Self-complacency is the mother of spiritual declension. We have many a minister of Christ, now with God, especially the Apostle Paul. He felt himself to be one of the most unworthy of all the servants of the Lord. He had sacrificed much, but we never hear him dwell on his sacrifices; he lived in constant fellowship with God, but we never hear him declare it, much less glory in it. Shallow streams brawl and babble, but deep waters flow on in silence. Paul laid all his crowns at the Savior’s feet, not in word, but in spirit. We must have the right attitude towards the things of Go. We must continue to press on in the word and in much prayer for the days are filled with evil. We cannot in ourselves, in our own holiest moments, feel satisfied. Whenever we get near to God, and really enter into fellowship with Him, the sensations we feel are the very reverse of self-congratulation. Job, in this, was the type of every believing man. But when he saw God, he spoke up for his own innocence, and defended himself against the charges of his friends; but when the Lord revealed Himself to him, he said, “Mine eye seeth thee, therefore I abhor myself and repent in dust and ashes.” We never see the beauty of Christ without at the same time perceiving our own deformity. When we neglect prayer and self-examination, we grow as hollow fellows. But when we live near to God in private devotion and heart-searching, we put off all our ornaments. In the light of God’s countenance, we perceive our many flaws and imperfections, and instead of saying, “I am clean,” we cry out, “Woe is me, for I am a man of unclean lips.” 

The true Christian soldier must fight with self, and sins every day. If he be a man of God, and God’s Spirit is in him, he will find he needs all the strength that the Spirit gives to maintain his ground and make progress in the divine life. Some people avoid watchfulness, repentance, and holy care, by believing that the only sanctification they need is already theirs by imputation. They use the work that has already been completed by the Lord Jesus for them, as though it could thrust away the necessity of the Holy Spirit’s work in them. 

The fact is, brethren, the Lord calls us to a “high calling” of contending with sin within and without until we go home. We must fight if we would reign. Therefore, every day we are bound to be upon our watch-tower against sin around and within us. We must not quit short of the goal, if so we will stop short of the prize. The full soul loatheth the honeycomb; a man full of self, cares for nothing more. Shake off these slothful bands, my brethren; quit you like men and be strong, Watch, therefore, and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. We must possess the Berean attitude, “they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.

My dear brethren, if you think you have reached a perfect height, I ask you to hear these words: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself.” Can we say, in our heart, “I have fulfilled all that to the Nth degree”? If you can, I am stunned at you, and think you the victim of a strong delusion, which leads you to believe a lie. Today there is a failure, to understand the highest standard of Christian living? If we measure ourselves among ourselves, there are many believers who might be pretty well satisfied. When we think of the saints departed, and remember their patience in suffering, their diligence in labor, their self-denial, their humility, their tears, their prayers’ their midnight cries, their intercession for the souls of others, their pouring out their hearts before God for the glory of Christ. We shrink into less than nothing, and find no word of boasting on our tongue. If we survey the life of the only perfect One, our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the sight of His beauty covers everything. He is the lily, and we are the thorns. He is the sun, and we are as the night. He is all good, and we are all ill. In His presence we bow in the dust, we confess our sin, and count ourselves unworthy to unloose his shoe latchets.

        Paul says, “Forgetting those things which are behind.” What does he mean? Paul does not mean that he forgot the mercy of God which he had enjoyed. Paul does not mean that he forgot the sins which he had committed; far from it, he would always remember them to humble him. We must follow the figure which he is using. When a man ran in the Grecian games, if he only ran half way, and passed most runners, and then turned around to rejoice over the distance which he had covered, he would have lost the race. Suppose he had commenced singing his own praises. While praising himself he would lose the race. The only hope for the racer was to forget all that was behind, and occupy his entire thoughts with the piece of ground which lay in front. Never mind what you have run so far, you must not let anything keep you from the goal. Let the prize of Jesus Christ engross all your thoughts and command all your powers. The very easiest way to give resurrection to old corruptions is to erect a trophy over their graves.     

Paul, having put the present and past into their right places, goes on to the future. He says, “reaching forth unto those things which are before.” Isn’t this a picture of a runner? He reaches forth. The man, as he speeds, throws himself forward. His eye is toward the goal to finish his course. We Christians should always throw ourself forward for more than what we have reached. We cannot be satisfied. Our soul always reaching forth unto those things which are before. Brethren, we ought to be reaching forward to be like Jesus. We cannot rest until we are like my Lord. The aim of the Christian is “unto a perfect man.” 

Then Paul says, “This one thing I do,” as if he had given up all else, and focused himself to one sole object. His aim was to be like Jesus Christ. There were many other things Paul might have attempted, but he says, “this one thing I do.” Paul was busy with tentmaking and with preaching, and visiting, and watching night and day. He had more than enough to do, but all these were a part of his pursuit of the one thing, he was laboring perfectly for. It was to win Christ, and to render himself up as a whole burnt-offering unto God. We that are saved by the precious blood of Christ, must gather up all our strength for this one thing, to cultivate a passion for grace, and an intense longing after holiness.

Why did Paul pursue holiness with such concentrated purpose? Because he felt God had called him to it. He aimed at the prize, Christ, and his high calling. Though Paul had not yet apprehended, yet he felt he must press forward till he had apprehended that to which God in Christ had called him.

Paul saw the crown of life that fadeth not away, hanging bright before his eyes. With such a prize as Christ, who will complain of the struggles? Paul pressed forward towards the mark for the prize of the high calling in Christ Jesus. He longed to hear “Well done, good and faithful servant,” which the Lord Jesus would award him at the end of his course. Brethren, I wish I could stir myself and stir you to a longing after a consistent, godly life, thoroughly devoted to finishing our course and winning Christ. We will grieve the Holy Spirit if we walk inconsistently; we will dishonor the Lord that bought us with His own Blood. We must never be self-satisfied, but always laboring to win Christ, by and in His word by the power of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord help us to stay the course in these last days, in perfect holiness, in the fear of God. Amen.

