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1Co 3:9 For we are laborers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God’s building. Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. Good works are only those that God ordains. The Apostle Paul further illustrates this in 1Thesesalonians. The prayers of the Apostle Paul went beyond the physical, although they are important. 1Th 1:3 Remembering without ceasing #1 your work of faith, and #2 labor of love, and #3 patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; they were commended for these are 3 things. The work of faith is the results of believing God. It is also the result of confidence in God. These saints are commended for their work of faith and believing God; or rather the results of believing God. Then notice it is a labor of love; they were motivated by divine love. This is the only lasting labor. They were motivated by divine love. Then the patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ by abiding in all the promises of God. Many times, we hope because we do not realize the answer to prayer right away. Yet we still have hope in the scriptures even though God does not answer us immediately. Rather than giving up we must have persistence in hope. We must continue to believe God regardless of what is happening on the outside and regardless of what we can actually see. All 3 are qualified by this last phrase, in the sight of God and our Father. Remembering without ceasing, your work of faith, in the sight of God and our Father. Then your labor of love, in the sight of God and our Father. Then patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; We must be more interested in living our lives before God and not just simply before men. It is in the site of God that is most important. 

Created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them is one of the marvelous provisions that God has given the Church. We are His workmanship created in Christ Jesus. The word workmanship means a product or a fabric; something built, or woven, or knit and that is what happens in our lives. God builds them a stitch at a time. He doesn’t do it all in one day. All the blessing and the trials are all by Him, one stitch at a time. He does it all in Christ Jesus. We are created in Christ Jesus and the result is good works.

1Co 3:9 For we are laborers together with God. Literally the Greek reads, For God’s we are: fellow-workers; God’s husbandry, God’s building, ye are. The Apostle Paul had just rebuked the Corinthians in the prior verses, particularly for exalting some of the servants of God above others. He reminded them, first, that the apostles were but ministers or servants. They were mere instruments who were nothings unless God blessed their labors and gave the increase. Then, he pointed out that one instrument ought not to be esteemed above another, for he that planteth and he that watereth are one and shall each receive his own reward. While in verse 9 he sums it up by saying those instruments are God’s. It is of His appointing and equipping; fellow-workers, partners in the Gospel field. The focus is on God who gives the increase.

Further in 2Co 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. The words “with Him;” are not in the original, but have been supplied by the translators. The instruments God employed in the ministry of the Gospel are joint-laborers that we should not receive His grace in vain. His ministers of the Gospel are the channels through which He often, though by no means always, operates. Ministers are not coordinates with God, but subordinates to Him. Paul placed the honor where it rightfully belonged when he declared, Ro 15:18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed. The task before us is far more difficult to perform, and one which is much less palatable to the flesh. Namely to keep our hearts with all diligence: Paul said in 2Co 7:1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. How does He do that in our lives?

1Co 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. It does not say work for the Lord. First, this pertains to all the saints, for it is addressed to the beloved brethren at large. Second, the work of the Lord which it instructs calls for us to be steadfast and immovable. Third, there is no intermission, as it states always “abounding in!” Finally, “knowing” (not wishing] that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. This makes it clear that the well-meant but misguided efforts of the religious world today are not in view. The work of the Lord is that work which He performs, or which He requires from His people. It is through His word by the power of the Holy Spirit. Why did Jesus say in  Joh 16:13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: He knew we needed a guide that whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come. This is our map to become full overcomers. 

When Christ was asked, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? (Joh 6:28). They meant, what are those works which God requires of us? Our Lord answered: This is the work of God: that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent. What is the all-inclusive work which God has assigned us? The summarized answer is given in 1Co 15:58: the work of the Lord, in which the saints are to be always abounding, is “the way of the Lord.” Ge 18:19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. This is the path of conduct which He has marked out for us. Man’s thoughts ought to be governed by God’s Word, and His ways regulated by God’s revealed will. All the exhortations of the New Testament may be summed up in these words: “Come to Christ,” “Abide in Him,” and what is “abiding” but coming to Christ constantly! The saints who were exhorted as in Romans 12:1 had already been bidden to yield themselves unto God (6:13)! While we are left on earth, we need such admonitions. 
In passages of the New Testament there are two titles that occur together, it is “Lord and Savior,” not Savior and Lord. The mother of Jesus stated, Luke 1:46, My soul does magnify the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. Unless God had first become her “Lord,” most certainly He would not have been her “Savior.” She viewed His authority first as Lord, His honor, and His revealed will. He is received as Lord first and then He becomes our Savior. Mt 1:1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Here Jesus is presented as Jesus Christ, the son of David, first. Son of David brings in the throne; it emphasizes His authority; We must acknowledge His authority as Lord of all. We have been saved from the wrath of sin at the new birth. But today He is saving us from the power of sin. Many have taken Him as Savior, but are unwilling to subject themselves unto Him as their Lord. Or if they are prepared to own Him as Lord, it is not as an absolute Lord. But this cannot be: Christ will either be Lord of all or He will not be Lord at all. We must allow Him the authority in our lives that He may save us from the power of sin today. But the vast majority of professing Christians would have Christ’s sovereignty limited at certain points. It must not encroach too far upon the liberty of some worldly lust or carnal interest. His peace they covet, but His “yoke” is unwelcome. Again, there are multitudes who are quite ready for Christ to justify them, but not to sanctify them. There may be some degree of sanctification we will tolerate, but to be sanctified wholly, “the whole spirit and soul and body” (1 Thess. 5:23), there is no desire for. For hearts to be sanctified, and pride and covetousness to be subdued, would be too much. It would be like plucking out the right eye. For the constant mortification of all their members they have no taste. For Christ to come to as Refiner, to burn up the lusts, consume the dross, to be conformed to the image of His Son, seems to be an impossible task. To deny self utterly, and take up our cross daily, is a task from which many shrink. 
Further 1Co 15:58 starts out with the word therefore. 1Corinthians 15 is the great resurrection chapter. Paul tells of the resurrection of Christ Himself; His rising from the dead secures the “resurrection of life” to all believers; The nature of their resurrection bodies; In between those divisions, denials of the resurrection are refuted and objections are answered. Paul closes his teaching on the resurrection with a triumphant thanksgiving. Then the Holy Spirit has set before us something of the glorious future awaiting the redeemed of Christ. We must realize, all truth is designed to have a sanctifying effect upon our daily walk. Something more than head belief of Scripture is required of us. The scriptures must be incorporated in our character and conduct. The Truth set forth in this chapter should fill our hearts with joy, and move us to the utmost diligence and endeavor to please and glorify the Lord. Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ is the language of faith. For faith gives a present subsistence to things which are yet future. The final verse of this chapter announces the transforming effect which such a revelation and a hope should have upon us. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. This verse consists of two things: an exhortation and motives to enforce the same. The exhortation includes a threefold task: to be “steadfast” in the faith, in our convictions of the Truth; to be “unmovable” in our affections, in our expectations of the things promised; to be “always abounding in the work of the Lord,” which means in doing His will, in performing those good works which He has foreordained we should walk in. Always abounding in the work of the Lord signifies ever engaged in obeying His Word, seeking His will and glory. This can be summed up in two words; mortification and sanctification: the denying of self and putting to death of our lusts; the developing of our character and bringing forth the fruits of holiness. This is why He has given us His word and the Holy Spirit to get us ready for flight. We are called to the work of the Lord, and the steadfastness and immovability are prerequisites to our always abounding therein. We must be steadfast in the faith and profession of the Gospel, and not tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine. Prove all things, hold fast that which is good. Then, we are to press forward unto those things which are still before; yet in order there must be stability and resolution, a holding fast of the faithful Word. (Tit 1:9), an avoiding of all false doctrine. Forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. Labor is a stronger word than work, signifying effort to the point of fatigue. This is union with and dependence upon Him. Such labor shall not be strength spent for nothing. Sometimes that is exactly what it appears to be to the Christian. He feels that his best endeavors to resist sin and bring forth the fruits of holiness are a total failure. We must not judge by sight and sense! God, who looks at the heart and accepts the sincere will for the deed, reckons otherwise. Ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. Such an assurance is ours in exact proportion to the measure of faith. The more confident our hope of reward, the more determined will be our efforts to mortify sin and practice holiness. This is the only labor God has assured us “is not in vain!

Paul introduces the theme for Ephesians chapter 3, in the last verses of chapter 2. Chapter 3 is the building, the plan of the Father. Eph 2:20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly (ready for use) framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. This is the secret of God’s way. He doesn’t come out and put up a modular building. This is something that He builds very painstakingly stone by stone (not brick by brick). Bricks are man-made but stones are from God. God does this little by little. He presents it here framed together which describes growth. This growth takes time. The Church is the habitation of God and He is making us a part of that wonderful building that He ordained in Christ even before the foundation of the world. Paul states in Eph 3:17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love. Christ resides in every heart of the believer. But, dwelling in the heart by faith is different than just being there. Dwelling is Christ who takes up ownership, rule, and control. He is not just an honored guest. He is the absolute authority in His house. This is exactly what God wants for Christ to be in our hearts. Let Christ dwell in our hearts by faith. If we dwell somewhere, how often are we there? Isn’t it day after day after day? God wants to dwell there day after day after day. The next frame of Paul’s prayer, being rooted and grounded in love. We must find our roots in divine love. This is why Jesus said; that the law is fulfilled in two commandments. Love the Lord thy God and love your neighbor as yourself. Ps 91:1 He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. The man mentioned here dwells with the God of the house.

1Co 3:10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. The foundation is of the same materials as the superstructure and that is Christ Himself. We must continue to preach Christ. It doesn’t suddenly change after the foundation is laid of Christ then to go on to something else. All of the provisions for the building, with the foundation, are all in Christ. Paul laid the foundation and we read in Ephesians that the foundation is built on the Apostles and the Prophets. Today we are still building upon that same foundation and this exhortation is still for us. Paul warns, take heed how you build on it. The only building materials are found in the scriptures. And we have a guide of the Hoy Spirit to lead  us into all truth. We build with Christ. We build with His life and the grace and life that is in Him. Redemption is such a wide and multifaceted wonderful truth that is expressed here. Redemption covers every part of our lives and it all centers around Christ. God has made provision for every part of us in Christ. It is all through redemption. We have been redeemed spirit, soul, and body. Christ is the chief cornerstone, but you also as living stones. It all comes from Christ Himself. 
The Gathering Purpose that God has called us to is we are God’s husbandry (tilled field), we are God’s building. This is the purpose of the ministry today is to build up the husbandry or to do that which will bring forth the fruit in the husbandry and then to build up God’s building which is the wonderful place of fellowship with Him. The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works. Nothing but that which is excellent can proceed from Him. Holiness is the rule of all His actions. God’s house grows as a tree, because it is alive. Christ is the foundation, but He is a living foundation, with power to give life to all that come to Him. When we come to Him, we also are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul speaks of those who receive the Lord Jesus Christ as “rooted and built up in Him.” What is the object of God’s house? It is for a habitation of God. God builds a house in order that He may dwell in it. But when will He dwell in it? Will He wait until the house is completed before He takes possession? Not by any means; for it is His presence “through the Holy Spirit,” that gives life, and makes it grow, and in Him it is complete and perfect all the time (Colossians 2:10), while all the time growing. Where there is life there must be growth. Now is the time when God dwells in His house. Do we not know that we are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in us? The Church is already positionally holy through Christ’s perfect sacrifice. She is presently being sanctified, progressively set apart from the power and practice of sin, and in eternity she will be freed from the presence of sin. All these transformative processes are achieved through Christ. Jesus prayed; Joh 17:19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. We are to be set apart unto God, for a holy and special use. It is not only true that without faith it is impossible to please God; but it is equally true that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. 1Ti 4:8 …. godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. Not only is there in all the promises a particular respect unto personal, vital, and practical godliness, but it is that very godliness which, gives the saint a special interest in those promises. 

God is for us and He continues to build. The lovingkindness of the Lord is never removed from His children. Nothing can separate us from the love of God. It was with David: Ps. 26:3 Thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. He delighted and walked in the truth. It refreshed his soul to do so, and it formed his conduct. The more we are occupied with God’s goodness, the more careful we will be about our obedience. The constraints of God’s love and grace are more powerful to us than anything man can come up with. Ps 91:4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 
